WHEN MANHATTANITES STEVE
Markov and Jeff Meleski saw 1t, they knew
they had to have it. Though the nonde-
script ranch measured only 675 square feet,
it was smack-dab 1n Southampron Village
and hidden at the end of a long drive—and
came with a combined garage/pool house to
boot. Originally the guesthouse to a larger
Victorian estate and later parceled off as part
of a separate half-acre lot, it was the kind of
place that most house hunters would cas-
ily dismiss as a diminutive drive-by. Bur the

couple saw pure potential. “We envisioned
our own mini Hamprons compound,” says
Meleski, “a private little oasis.”

One day 1n January 2010, around the
time Markov, president of a trend-forecasting
company, and Meleski, chief growth officer
for a social media firm, closed on the house,
they met designer Josh Greene, owner of the
interior- and graphic-design firm Shagreene.
All three were volunteering for God's Love
We Deliver, chopping vegetables and prepar-
ing meals for people with debilitating medi-
cal conditions. Markov and Greene started
to talk abour the tiny Southampron property,
and somewhere over a stack of cucumber
wedges, Greene signed on to decorate it.
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Warm Welcome | Jeff Meleski and
Steve Markov, with their beagle, Jack,
stand outside their Southampton
weekend house. Salvaged late-19th-
century shutters and a radius-top door
lend historic character. The pillows
and hurricane lamps are from Ralph
Lauren Home. See Resources.
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- IN SOUTHAMPTON DESIGNER JOSH GREENE HELPS :
: STEVE MARKOV AND JEFF MELESKI TURN A FORMER
GUESTHOUSE INTO A 675- SQUARE—FCYOT MAIN HOUSE

“BY ALLEGRA MUZZILLO | PHOTOGRA'PHS BY ERIC ST
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Made To Order | The
hand-carved mantel (tHis
pace) from Black Swan
Antiques was cut to fit
the living room'’s petite
proportions. The window
treatments, wall covering

and chairs are from

Ralph Lauren Home; the
sofa and bench are from
English Country Antigues.
Cozy Quarters | A
Moroccan pendant lamp
and Ralph Lauren sconces
light up the bedroom
(opposITE), which features a
Ralph Lauren Home fabric
wall covering mounted in
reverse. John Robshaw
bedding and a Madeline
Weinrib rug further
enhance the beachy
aesthetic. See Resources.
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“We had renovated many homes over
the years,” Markov says, “but we needed

Josh to case us out of our comfort zone
just a licele bie.” To them, comfort means
a healthy dose of Ralph Lauren—style
accoutrements, of which there are seill
plenty 1n evidence in the new digs.
Coincidentally, Greene formerly worked
for the design titan, so he was well
schooled 1n the general aesthetic Markov
and Meleski gravitated roward.

Initially there was some concern that
the couple would be forced to relinquish
luxuries that an average-size interior
would otherwise allow, but “above all,
Steve and Jeff wanted a gracious home,”
recounts Greene, “and we all agreed that
bigger 1sn't always better.” Remarkably,
grand statements—the living arca’s brass
chandelier, the couple’s king-size bed, the
his-and-his double bathroom sink—fic
right in where allocated, with nary an
errant shochorn in sight. "Nowhere in the
house does 1t feel cramped,” Greene says.

The home remained the same struc-
turally, save for bumped-up ceilings
throughout and the removal of several
walls to broaden the layour and lend the
tight space an unexpected airimess. “We
created volume by raising the ceilings—
especially by vaulting the portion over
the living room—and cased flow with
an open floor plan,” Greene explains.

“ABOVE ALL, STEVE AND JEFF WANTED
A GRACIOUS HOME, AND WE ALL AGREED THAT
BIGGER ISN'T ALWAYS BETTER"
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Fine Dining | In the kitchen/
dining area (THIS PAGE), mercury-
glass pendants from John
Derian hang above a table and
chair from Black Swan Antiques.
Taking The Plunge | (oprosiTe
TOP AND BOTTOM RIGHT) Ralph
Lauren towels are at the ready
for impulsive dips in the gunite
pool. The chaises are by Janus
et Cie. Stripe It Rich | (oprosiTe
BoTTOM LEFT) The handsome bath
includes a Carrara-marble double
sink and Restoration Hardware
fittings. See Resources.

Reclaimed vintage accents, such as the
fireplace’s Victorian mantel and pocket
doors that close off the bedroom, “give
the home authenticity and character,”
adds Meleski. (“If everything were pur-
chased new, the place would've looked
so odd,” says Greenc,)

In the kitchen, rather than installing
the expected island with space-saving
bar stools, Greene chose an antique
country-style wooden table with more
versatile ladder-back chairs—all the
more suited to summer get-togethers
that spill out through the double doors
onto the lawn. Full-size professional
appliances, a deep farmhouse sink and
a cleverly concealed Washcr/drycr make
the small kitchen hum with five-star-
restaurant cfficiency.

As for the decor, Greene expertly
layered color, pattern and texture in a
quintessential Hamprons palette, rang-
ing from varying shades of blue (navy,
turquotse, robin’s cgg) to washed-out
whites (on bedding and handpainted
kicchen cabinctry) and sandy browns
(on floors and furniture). Metal finishes
on all fixtures—from brass to chrome
to otl-rubbed bronze—add shimmery
accents throughout.

In turning an unexceptional guest-
house into a well-appointed weekend
cotrage, “Josh definitely maximized
every square inch of space,” says Markov.
“When we show up for the weekend,”
Meleski adds, “we turn the key and

enter Shangri-la.”



THOUGH THE HOUSE MEASURED
ONLY 675 SQUARE FEET, THE COUPLE
SAW PURE POTENTIAL. “"WE ENVISIONED
OUR OWN MINI HAMPTONS COMPOUND,
A PRIVATE LITTLE OASIS"”
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