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1. Chihuahua Types: Chihuahuas come in all colors, from blonde to blue.  

Learn all about the specific types of Chihuahua, including the accepted AKC colors and other variations you might see. Whether short-coated or soft, wavy long coats, your charmer comes in a rainbow of colors.

 Accepted Colors

Your sturdy, sassy friend comes in blonde, brunette and redhead. All colors are acceptable. Sometimes solid white or black, your chihuahua’s patterns can be spotted, sabled, brindles, tri-colored or mask. Extremely rare is the blue brindle. One exception for acceptable colors is the merle coat pattern. According to the AKC, this coloration may come from modern genetic cross-breeding, not naturally and may be associated with blindness. 

"Actually, almost any color can be achieved with selective breeding. We have a lot of blues and are breeding for that color in particular (this color is a recessive gene and much care must be taken when (long-term) breeding)," says Dee of Idaho Falls' DJ Chihuahua Breeders.

Color and Personality

No matter the color, your bold, fearless and protective Chihuahua is adorable. Most popular today are the fawn, wavy long-haired pups and blonde teacups, usually seen with heiresses and wanna be Paris Hiltons. “Really, your dog’s personality reflects your affection and demeanor,” says San Diego trainer Debi Powell. “Love is color-blind when it comes to Chihuahuas.

2. Chihuahua Puppies - Basic Information: Gentle touch, careful care keeps your chihuahua healthy and happy

Chihuahua  puppies are certainly adorable, but they come with challenges. These steps will help you have a game plan in place. Remember, these sassy cuties are indoor pets, not outdoor residents and perfect for small apartment or city living.

Getting Prepared

There's a wealth of information available for new dog owners, but your breeder or rescue coordinator can give you some of the best tips. As AKC spokesperson Lisa Peterson puts it, "When you get a puppy from a breeder, you're also getting a mentor of sorts." The same thing applies to breed rescue coordinators and veterinarians. So don't be shy about enlisting their help before and after bringing puppy home. 

The Supplies: When preparing for a new puppy, most soon-to-be dog owners head to the pet store for a pre-puppy shop-a-thon. Though there's no need to break the bank, a trip to the pet store can get the wheels turning in a new pet-parent's mind. If you need help deciding what to buy, Peterson suggests starting with a food bowl, water bowl, collar, leash and crate.

Puppy-Proofing: This entails a great many things, removing all the small objects within a puppy's reach is a good place to start. Electrical cords are also a big concern. Repositioning furniture to conceal cords will be enough in some situations. In others, you may need to get creative. Once again, the consistent use of a crate will prevent many unpleasant chewing dilemmas.

Parenting Advice: Want to be really prepared for the puppy experience?  Crack the books. One of the most popular books on raising a puppy was written by a group of monks who train dogs at a monastery in New York. "The Art of Raising a Puppy" focuses on understanding a puppy's development and becoming your puppy's best friend.

Crate Training

Snuggling with a puppy is one of life's terrific pleasures, but even if you plan to let your dog sleep in your bed at night, Peterson still recommends a crate. "Crate training is the easiest and most successful way to housebreak your dog," she tells Paw Nation.  Crate training's not just about housebreaking or control, it's also about safety -- safety for your dog and your couch. When you leave a puppy loose in your house, there's no telling what he may eat. Your teething puppy can chew up a couch cushion in minutes or, worse, swallow dozens of toxic pennies. Crate training gives your dog a comfortable, safe place to hang out when you're not paying attention.

Caring for a Chihuahua  Puppy

Chihuahuas are excellent companions and good travelers, but their small size makes them fragile. A soft padded puppy carrier is essential to protect your pet in crowds or when he’s had enough walking. Constantly supervise Mr. Curious, especially around children or large dogs, even birds such as hawks.  “Young puppies should have dried food and fresh water available at all times to prevent hypoglycemia, and premium dog food that caters to your chihuahua’s high metabolism is recommended,” say Dr. Nanette Leto, ABC Vets (San Diego).  Finally, protect the soft spot (molera) on the top of your chihuahua’s head until it is fully developed. Overall, your dog will be happy just hanging out with you and lap up your praise for his good manners and social skills. For more information. Contact The Chihuahua Club of American.

3. Chihuahua Health: Keep your chihuaha healthy with these tips

Unfortunately, some breeds are more healthy than others. Knowing about common issues is critical when choosing a pet.

A healthy chihuahua is a happy puppy, and it's not difficult to keep your active Mexican and recognize warning signs.. This breed is prone to hypoglycemia, an abrupt drop in blood sugar as well as eye infections and joint disorders. Other rarer health issues include reverse sneezing, chronic bronchitis and heart murmurs.

Common Disorders You May Encounter

Hypoglycemia:  "One of the biggest risks in breeding tiny dogs is the risk of developing hypoglycemia in some chihuahuas." says Dr. Nanette Leto, ABC Vets, San Diego.  "Warning signs include lack of energy, weakness, head tilting, unbalanced walking gait, hunger, restlessness, shivering and at very worst, convulsions or coma." Mild hypoglycemia can be treated by offering food, or adding corn syrup mixed with food, but always check with your vet should symptoms continue. You can prevent this disorder with frequent feedings and owners should keep a Karo syrup on hand for emergencies.

Eye Infections: Wipe the eyes daily, since their protusion and low ground clearance often put your chihuahua in harm's way, as does their sensitivity to dust, causing their eyes to water (causing tear-stains). 

Joint Disorders: One genetic condition affecting all sizes of chihuahuas is when the patella slips out of place, forcing the chihuahua to keep its foot up and experience discomfort.

Try To Begin With A Healthy Dog

Former American Veterinary Medical Association president Dr. Greg Hammer stresses the importance of taking steps to ensure you're starting out with a healthy puppy. To do that, he says, you'll need to make sure the puppy's parents have undergone the proper health clearances. 

Purchasing your dog from a reputable breeder will diminish the chances of health issues with your pup, and a good breeder will typically guarantee for the most common health issues. (Hamer advises prospective Lab owners to read their contracts carefully, since a breeder may offer only to replace the puppy -- not ideal once your child starts putting your dog on the family tree.)

When adopting through a shelter or rescue group, Hammer strongly recommends taking the dog in for a veterinary screening -- preferably before you ever take the dog home -- since many critical warning signs are very difficult for the untrained eye to detect. While it's sad to find out that a pup has serious cardiac or respiratory defects, it's even worse to get the news after your family has grown attached.

"No matter where it comes from, any dog you adopt must be taken to the veterinarian within two days," Dr. Hammer explains, "It's always really sad when a family brings their new dog in and I put the stethoscope up to its chest and have to say 'Oh, you might have a problem here."

ABC Vets recommends you observe your chihuahua carefully so that you'll know when he's not acting right. "Most of all, keep your dog from becoming overweight, a health factor that contributes heavily in a such a small dog."

The Importance of an Ounce of Prevention

Your precious pet's high metabolism makes them susceptible to cold and stress, so keep a coat or sweater on hand, snuggly sleeping blankets and keep them away from the air conditioner. Finally, these notoriously picky eaters need to be reminded to eat, with smelly treats (preventing hypoglycemia) but should not be given human food (high fat, sugary) to avoid the tooth decay that commonly affects chihuahuas. "Daily exercise, rest and frequent feedings are key to your pup's health," says Dr. Leto.

4. Chihuahua Training :Lavish praise during chihuahua training.

Chihuahuas are lovable and fun, but taking the time to train them correctly is essential for them and for you. In addition to enrolling in a class, you can consult your vet and breeder and bone up with Roberta Sisco's tips from "Guide to Owning a Chihuahua".

Understanding Your Chihuahua 

Each breed has its unique personality, quirks and stumbling blocks to obediance. Your pup is intelligent, learns quickly and is easy to train so if there's a problem, it's your approach, not their ability.  "Be positive, upbeat and remember to move swiftly; chihuahuas get bored easily," said San Diego trainer Debi Powell.

· Size matters. Never use a choke chain or leash to avoid damaging their trachea. If you must use a restraint, choose a harness. He's not in the army and you're not his boss. Be a guide without scolding or punishing to avoid his stubborn nature from emerging. 
· Rewards are key. Don't  train on a full stomach so treats for good behavior make positive reinforcement stick.

· Train on a regular schedule and use short intervals to avoid boredom.

· Make it fun, he'll learn quicker.

  House Training

Decide on your housebreaking rules and make sure your puppy obeys potty training. "Some people prefer to never let them go inside, and keep them crated or behind gates to avoid carpet mistakes," says Dr. Buonasera from Seminole's Oakhurst Vets. But with their cold intolerance, most vets recommend ketting them litter box or paper trained.  Lavish praise and attention when he uses the preferred method; let him know when he's made a mistake other by accident or because he's disobediant. Best bets for effective potty training include:

· Take your chihuahua  to the potty training spot  in the morning, after he eats or naps or drinks and before bed.
· Do this for three days in a row multiple times and then see if he follows the routine on his own.
· Not trained? Repeat, repeat, repeat.

  Obedience Training

Start your training as soon as you get your pet and establish early who is the alpha chichuahua. "Being cute, smart and charming, your pup will try to distract you from the task at hand," says Dr. Buonasera.  Here are some suggestions for getting your dog to mind. Just keep at it by focusing on the task to perform. Don't let him get distracted or confused by playing.

· Create a distraction-free zone used just for training.

· Limit training sessions to fifteen minutes.

· Use treats when a task is completed correctly.

· Begin with simple commands--sit, stay, come and down--training on one command at a time. 

5. Chihuahua Temperament: Loyal, cut and adapatable, chihuahuas make great adult indoor pets.

Chihuahuas have a distinctive character and personality, from the way they interact with people to their own mental and physical needs. Chihuahuas travel well, make excellent companions and get along famously with other animal family members, although they tend to boss them around. Your little couch potato thrives on praise, is intensely curious and a quick learner. Easy to groom and train, their small fragile size makes them vulnerable to the pokes and prods of small children, so this pup is best with older kids with pet experience and respect.

 Relationship with People

Chihuahuas are possessive of their person and very territorial. “They bark when they feel their territory is compromised and therefore make terrific guard dogs. They have to be shared by everyone in the family or they will become possessive of one person; that will drive most owners absolutely nuts,” says Mary Megan Barrett of Limbo Chihuahuas-Chihuahua Rescue. “They are stubborn and need an owner that is just as stubborn and capable of being a consistent trainer and leader.  “My Chihuahuas are possessive of toys and sometimes food,” says Debi Powell, a Chihuahua owner and trainer. “I don’t think having large dogs and Chihuahuas is a good fit because of this tendency not to share.

Mental and Physical Needs

The loyal Chihuahua, if properly socialized, will tolerate other humans. Since they have a tendency to nip when frightened, it’s best not to let them run loose around small children. The biggest challenge? Your high-strung Mexican needs all of your love and attention, so if you are a road warrior, this dog’s not for you.  Because he’s low to the ground and has a high metabolism, his safety is always an issue, and you must keep him warm indoors and out, preferably with a sweater. They shiver even when warm, a quirky metabolism behavior. Best of all, they don't need much exercise.

 What Chihuahua  Owners Say

· “My Chico is a small energetic little dog that thinks it weighs 210 pounds but can still sit on your lap,” says Barrett. “Chihuahuas are energetic, inquisitive and toasty shoulder warmers. They will guard you - all the way to the bathroom if necessary and are good cooking companions. They love to chase lizards and large bugs and get a kick out of going to Home Depot.” 
· Powell and Gringo (seen here) visit all the best restaurants. "When I rollerblade, he's in my pouch, when I bike the beach he's in his basket blanket nest.," says Powell. "He loves yappy hour and we know all the doggie diners, where he visits with his chihuahua pals." 

· "Didi loves to cuddle, is a total lap dog, gives me big kisses and was very easy to train. She enjoys playing ball in the atrium and hide and seek," says Sylvia Taller, who got her first puppy at 80. "She's a big Glee fan, and seems to enjoy all my quiet jazz CDs.
· " Some say chihuhuas are clannish and prefer their own breed. "I love the small dog park," says Powell. "The chihuahuas are the divas, and keep to themselves, very hoity toity."

6. Chihuahua Grooming:  Grooming your chihuahua is easy

Grooming your Chihuahua  is an essential part of keeping your pet fit, healthy and happy. Our experts offer their Chihuahua  grooming tips and tricks. Good grooming includes brushing, bathing, nail clipping, eye cleaning and brushing teeth and gums. . “If you choose to take your dog to a groomer, start when they are young so they don’t get anxious,” says groomer Donna Smith.

Coat Type

“Some chihuahuas have smooth, silky coats and others have wavy or curly longhair coats,” says Smith. “Unlike many long-haired breeds, they require minimal grooming and no trimming; shedding is not an issue.” Long-haired Chihuahuas need more brushing than short hair and all you need is a damp cloth or soft bristle brush to lovingly bring out their sheen.

Grooming Frequency

Grooming your Chihuahua is an essential part of keeping your pet fit, healthy and happy and they are one of the easiest dogs to keep pretty. They tend to groom themselves and rarely get that doggy smell, in part because they spend less time outside. Our experts offer their Chihuahua grooming tips and tricks.

· Bathing: Bathe your pet once a month, depending on the weather and the schedule you want your dog to get used to. If it’s cold, don’t let your Chihuahua go outside after bathing. Use a mild shampoo and dry completely after washing to avoid chilling. Don’t bathe a puppy that hasn’t received all vaccinations.

· Clipping: Before you attempt to clip your chihuahua’s nails, watch a professional groomer handle this task, since the breed despises this service. Never cut the cuticle, known as the quick, or past it.

· Eye Cleaning:  Twice a week, dip a cotton ball or q-tip in saline solution and gently wipe your chihuahua’s eyes to avoid tearstains, especially noticeable on blonde dogs.

Special Issues

“Chihuahuas tend to have dental problems, so it’s important to brush their teeth,” says Smith. “Use a soft-bristled toothbrush or wrap your finger in gauze, rub the teeth and massage the gums.  Follow these tips and your furry bundle of energy will stay clean and healthy.

7. Chihuahua Adoption or Rescue: Rescue a pet, double your pleasure

If you want to adopt a dog from an animal shelter or breed rescue organization, here is how to get started. 

Go Online

Sites like Petfinder.com and AnimalShelter.org allow you to search for breeds at pet shelters nationwide with just a few clicks. Go to Petfinder, for example, locate the search bar and enter your criteria. You can be very general (dog breed, your location) or very specific (dog age, gender, house training status) and then, presto, you've got a list of adoptable Chihuahuas many pages long. You can also use the Internet to find shelters in your area. At the AnimalShelter site, for example, just enter your zip code to get a list of nearby animal rescue groups. One benefit that comes with adopting a shelter dog is that most shelters examine, vaccinate and de-worm their dogs before putting them up for adoption -- some even microchip.

Make Personal Contacts

Word-of-mouth is still a good way to find a well-adjusted dog that needs a new home. Call or visit shelters in your area to tell them that you want to adopt a chihuahua. Reach out to veterinarians, dog walkers and groomers to find out if they know of a chihuahua available for adoption. Often an owner will consult with pet professionals for advice and recommendations before actually making the tough decision to rehome a pet.

Reach Out To Breed Rescue

Every dog breed has passionate rescue organizations devoted to protecting it. These groups work with shelters specifically to find homes for members of their chosen breeds. They are great sources for finding a dog because they are entrenched in the area pet adoption community and knowledgeable about heath, temperament and other concerns. Breed groups rehome dogs of all ages, so even if you're looking for a chihuahua puppy, they can often help.

”This is the second older Chihuahua we have adopted and if you have always felt that you didn’t want an older dog think again. There is sweetness and appreciation for life these wise animals have that makes them an extremely special part of your family,” says Dalia’s owner Patty Morris.  Find out by contacting these excellent rescue organizations.

(hotlink these resources)
· Chihuahua Rescue, United States 

· ChihuahuaRescue Center, United States 

· Chihuahua Club of America , United States

· Chihuahua& Small Dog Rescue, Canada 

· Pet Pal Animal Shelter, Florida

· Florida Doggie Paws Rescue, Florida

· Snap Spay Neuter Action Project, California 

· Chihuahua Rescue of San Diego, California 

· Companion Animal Rescue & Education, New Jersey 

· Arizonia Chihuahua Rescue 

What to Ask When You Find a Dog

When adopting from a shelter or rescue group, the more information you learn about a dog, the easier it is to make a responsible decision. Former American Veterinary Medical Association President Dr. Greg Hammer recommends starting with general questions such as "How is this dog around other pets? How does it act around kids? Is this a dog that has been jumping in its kennel all day or is it calm?"

Hammer cautions that every chihuahua is different, so it's important to determine a pup's energy level as best you can. "Some of them are full of energy and you can't turn it off, there's no power button," Hammer jokes. As a breed, Hammer says that chihuahuas "love people and they can't stand to be away from them too long in many cases."

Finally, find out your chihuahua's age -- or at least a vet's best guess as nutritional and health care requirements are different depending on your pet’s age.

8. Chihuahua Breeders - Finding The Right One:  Clubs and AKC can help you find the right breeder

Before you commit to bringing home a purebred Chihuahua , do your homework and find the best breeder possible. Otherwise, you might be in for heartbreak. Owner Debi Powell recalls how much her children loved Gringo, her blonde teacup, but her son ignored her warnings about using a reputable breeder,  and his chihuahua never made it past six months.

Key Considerations

Before you commit to bringing in a new family member, there are things to think about. "If you're looking to adopt an 8- to 12-week-old puppy, do some research to make sure the breed is suitable to your lifestyle," explains AKC spokesperson Lisa Peterson. Time, money, dedication, patience and, well, more time -- these are but a few of the resources you'll need to allocate toward making a happy life for your puppy as well as yourself.

Selecting a Breeder

Resist the urge to resort to the nearest pet store or random Internet posting. Peterson suggests that prospective owners start by going to the AKC's website to find the breed's parent club. From there, researchers can find local breeders that are in good standing with the AKC-sanctioned club.

"Personal contact is No. 1," says Peterson. Keeping that in mind, plan to visit the breeder, meet your puppy's parents and even develop a relationship with the breeder. "When you get a puppy from a breeder, you're also getting a mentor of sorts," Peterson explains. "A breeder is like a direct hot line to a breed expert."

Respected breeder Dottie Black of HiView Labradors in Flemington, N.J., recommends talking to and visiting breeders before their litters are born. "That way you can meet the dam before she is preoccupied with puppies," Black tells Paw Nation.

 "Another key distinction of a good breeder," Peterson says, "is they'll take the puppy back if the owner has to give up the dog for one reason or another." A diligent and caring breeder would rather take a dog back and find it another home than let it go to a shelter -- and that speaks volumes about the breeder.

A reputable breeder may require potential owners to undergo a screening process that some people find intrusive. This should not upset you: It's a sign of a good breeder. The questionnaires that you might encounter help the breeder match a puppy to your lifestyle. Ultimately, that will pay dividends for both you and the puppy.

Lastly, a good breeder will be transparent. "Responsible breeders will share with you the documents to prove that they've made every effort to produce the healthiest puppies possible," says Peterson. Those include health clearances and, of course, AKC registration papers.

Regional AKC-Recommended Clubs

One of the best and simplest way to locate an honest, reputable breeder is to get recommendations through your nearest AKC-sanctioned breed club. Clubs like those listed below work to keep members aware of current issues within a breed. They also tend to be populated with members who are active in breed events, shows and field trials.
Hotlink these resources

· Parent Club: Chihuahua Club of America, Inc.

· Land of Lincoln Chihuahua Club (llinois)

· Northern California Chihuahua Club

· Southern California Chihuahua Club

· Chihuahua Club of Michigan
· The Heart of New England Chihuahua Club

· Central Carolina Chihuahua Club

· Dallas Chihuahua Club

· Houston Chihuahua Club

· Breeder Directory (by state): California (Santa Cruz breeder), Florida (Panama City), Texas (Irving)
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