Something’s afoot

H'mul.-ﬂuﬂfhum' Thay o Elepobia:
Feagon Richards and some of her Santos FC Crossfire teammates broke the
tension batwaen tournamant games: with a pllow fight at the hatel,

Crossfire spends weekend
not kicking back at Surf Cup

By Cara LaBria
mmm

T irls crowding the couch at the Star-
on Orange Street in nearty Coro-

mado look 1o be at home. They sip
frppisccinos and mochas.

“Mun, this is s0 sweet!” one girl shmeks,

It's been o long time since she's had sugar.
She hasn't been allowed to drink asyihing bt
water for days. None of these girls has, Their
soccer conch won't allow it

In fact, the girls of the Santos FC Croasfire
probably won't tell iheir coach they ate st a
Mexican restaurant and scarfed down three bas-
kets of 1ortilla chips. They definiely won't let

T kmorw pueled Shirkey Temples. He
might run a few extra males at prac-
Hee the next day:

The comstant laughter drows stares from the
mmmmmdmimhhcf
philesophical discussion. Bul, just the girls,
they have scrious comvesations, too.,

“Hey, what's vour favorite George joke?™
asks Reagan Richards, the group’s anly high
school senbor:

“Ohy, oh, | know,” savs Amands Nelson, the
team's goalkeeper and loudest member, =K.
Yo

“him&ny.h-luhunmnmpmﬂ:
demtist.”

Aficr a three-scoond pause, the girds roar with
bsughter. One of them, Marlina Fletcher, rolls
her l'hhlhi:ﬂfmhrram.{iwmia
her ﬂumm'n:’:n
The ather folks in i mﬂzm—:nlmupl
these gaks are athlews. They walk with an emvi-
able coordination. Some of them wear soocer-re-
Iated clothing. The musehes in their legs balge
from hours of rammng.

But no one could guess from the demeanor of
thess girls that just a few hours priot, they lost
in o of e bigpest soccer loumaments of ihe
year, the weekendlong San Diego Surf Cup.

FRIDAY

The Fletcher's blue minivan is packed o ca-
pacity. Black duffel bags {two per girll ane

poak Jalt) and teammate Jessica Heler straich following a fst-gama e
, The Crossfire iook a break and won its second game thal aflemoon.

#ncked m the back mhl;h.{n'ﬂg: Fleicher al-
miesl can’t use his rearview m

They're o bit behind uhdulc ll‘: almast
| p.i, and the girls need 1o be ol the hotel in
San Diego by 7 for a team meeting,

The time doesn’t bother Marlina Fletcher,
Jennifer Doss or Matasha Harley, the three girls
in the van. The silence annoys them.

“ Dur-kee, turn on the mdion!”

Fleicher, Marlina’s mother, obeys thelr
wh-ln.w Backstrect Boys blare as the van pulls
onio

The trip the beginning of the season for
the Crossfire. Though the team hasn®t changod
much since age-groap regionals in June, expec-
taticns heve. Parents and cosches of the Cross-
fire, novw & stabe champion, expect good things
this season. The Surf Cup & the start.

The girls talk very little about the Cap.
They're more concerned with typical feennge
fscinations: soap operas, fashion magazmes and
gotting their st cars o go with their new dm-
er's licenses,

Talk steers toward soceer, afier o
hit of persuading by Geonge Fletcher.

*“You guys need 10 realire yoa can win this,”

. be says, glancing of them through the rearview
o,

=“We know,” ihey swy in undson. as though it's
samething they ve heand before,

“But you don't know,” he says. “You have to
gei that insfinct”

They mod. This is an Emportant year for the
team members, most of whom are uniors. Col-
lege is near, and collepe coaches will he every-
where ot the Surl Cup,

SATURDAY
A 5230 pum, wake=up call starts the Tirst day

of competition. At 6:30 a.m., -eyed girls
pile into various vehicles with Anzona lHeense

plates.

=1 don't know. why we're leaving so earhy,”
sarding Fletcher says,

Her teammates echo ber concerns, The Crogs-
fire must be at the Cup by 7 am. for its 3
o'clock game.

The team and the parents realize quackly
who's ranning the weekend. It's Coach Lusis
Db, the hesd of the cliab and the team's
trainer. This is the first ime be's traveled with
ihe Crossfire. The team’s coach, Harry Esicp,
coulidn’t make the trip, so Dabo stepped in for
the weokend.

The parking lot for the Surf Cup is loaded
with minivans and sport utility vehickes. Parking

for the weskend w the most rea-
somable fee of the The entry fee for
each team s $650. Teams can only stay i Surf
Cup-recogmized hotels. The Crossfres botel
runs 5100 per room, per night,

“Soccer definitely isn'l inexpensive,” Geoorge
Fledcher “We between three- and
fmhhurﬂm d-nlluu*:ﬁ:ﬂrm i.”

As the first garme stans, parenls sel ibeir digi-
inl watches for 30 minutes, the length of sach
half. They ve abready lathered sunscroen on their
arms and legs. Sunglasses and hats have becn in
place for almost on hour, They know college
cosches are walling sround the 18 Felds at the
Cup.

“Maybe we should put out 8 sign,” s@ys Tim
Hixren, fnther of Maggie. *Will work for schol-
arship.”

The other parenis Laugh.

During the game they're surpnsinghy quici.
They'll clap and cheer,
but they know coaching
their daughiers i a
no=ng. Even Coach Dabo
it silent, He saves in-
struction for halftime.

The scene is quite the

an the adjacem
field. lndd-::pmme

comes from

:h-pml: , The loulest
cammes. from the coach of
the Tophat Gobd from
Atlanta. He has a chair,
but doeen't use it ln-
stead, he paces, scream-
ing directions io his team
about defensive positions
during corner kicks. Its
doubiful they can even
hear him.

Al halftime, he drags
his chair to the field and
sils in it while he confers
with his team. They su
on the ground in a cincle,
leoking up to him

Crossfire parcnts
wikch the scene and lingh. They re a differeni
tweed, Conch Dabo quaetly stands and speaks (0
his team. The girls nod, even giggle at some of
has commenis.

“It's 30 nice ko be a part of this team,” pas-
enis say. “Coach Dubo is a

Everyone is conscious of the -:nl coaches,
especially Marling Fletcher, who p her lefi
?.udnce;u muscle during the I'ul warn-up be-

the game.

“I's Frusiratmg.” she “All of the
coaches are here, and | didn'l miss practice and

now | gt hain hi*lfm-ug.“
After bying the Dallas Sting 1-1, the fcam

makes & music-filled 20-mimue drme back o
the hotel. Mappie Haren and Brianna Weymouth
make nudio iapes for cach of their cammaies.
The game — and pulled muscles — ane forgot-
fen. Singing is & prionty.

The tactical elements are traded for o discus-
sion of unmentionables.

“Dad you see their shorts?™ Jennifer Doss
says. “They weore so tight! | mean, you could
see (hewr undersear! Yuck!™

The feam has just enough time for lench in
their rooms. Coach Dabo doesa’t wand them
lally-gapging armound. The weekend & about
work, They pile back into the vans mt | 2:45,

Briarma

{laft] colebrates with Santos FC Crossfim teammate Jennifer Doss after a goal af

the San Diego Surf Cup last wookend, The Crossfirs lost in the quarterfinals,

They win the sccomd game, |, Parents hold
their breath throwghout, A couple even shoul out
b their daughters. Dobo isn't pleased.

“Please do not coach,™ le says to parenis al-
ter the game. “I trust that they’re going to make
misinkes. | want them o beam, 1o think mde-
pendenily. Thats why | doa’t coach from the
sidelines.”

The parents nod. They knonw Ehat Dabo s nod
only correct, but in charge.

he girls m:hungr_!.rupm. Ruthanne Melson,
the team mom, the aflernoon on the

ing to find a restaurant that will take a
growp of 35, Afler o few rejections, she [inds 2
restaurani — lialian, per Dabo’s request — nod
b far froam the bolel,

The dinner doubles as a binbhday celebmibon
for Coach Dabo. The girls purchased a Surf’ Cup
T-shirt as a present. Nooc of the parents or girls
knows how old Dabo s, They're too embar.
raased 1o ask him and too fearful that they may
il hien, The consensus is that it better mat
b ask.

Lights put comes when everyone armives ol
ihe hatel. They get to sleep in for Sunday

wake-up comes af T a.m.

SUNDAY

The: gamie 15 crucml: 11 the Crossfine wins, i
receives o first-place entry into the quanerfinals.
A loss will garmer the team 'a Moo 2 seed. Parcnils
seem mone concerned with the numbers than the
girls, whose only concerns are sleep and o pasis-
free meal,

The game docsn't go as planned. They lose,
10, but siill eam o spod in the quanerfinals

The parents seem more let down than the
players, The girks want food. Mot preza. Mot

pasin

They have a long break — almost five hours
— before it's tme o prepare for the guarteri-
maks. Afler lumch, they go back 10 their rooms to
walch tebevigion, Some sheep, When
it's time 10 leave for the game, they
seemn tined. The ride seems lon
because % so quiet. None of
mix inpes are . The girls in-
stead on ther shin guarnds in si-
kemce. don't seem ready For the
EAME.

They fall bekind, 2-0, in the st
halflmldm'tnmlub:ﬂ:mm-
gain controd of the pame, which has
furnod plysical, The Santn Clam
Umnited start pulling on Cross{ime
shorts. Players bégn to fall. Ik
doesn’t ook o3 if o semifimal game
Monday is in the Crossfire’s future,
The only velling comes from a
near field, where'a team from Be-
thesda, Md., beging play, The: team
has @ long pre-game chant. Parents
scream, Siblings double a5 cheer-
leaders,

Imstend of worrying about their

the Crossfire crew gawks at the cir-

cus behimd them, Mothers jump up and down,
Dl 2xc high-fives. Every towch of the
ball is met with a shrick.

“When s that game: gomg to end™™ the
Crossfime parents ask

The loud gome lasts longer than the Cross-
fire's. They bose, 2-0, and are eliminated from
the toamament. Coach Babo talks fo the girls
for 10 minutes, Smmiles stay on their faces, even
though they have an expression of loss across
their brows, A couple of tears stain the faces of
players who keep remembering missed opportu-

mity.
Adber talking to the ieam, Coach Dabo agks
the is o

- hnpu}uumn]:ldjuppninled,bu:u.ml'm

not disappointed,” Dabo says. “11'-1: ieam is go-
g ﬁm:n- This i l:-p.nl the siart.”

ree, Perhaps they had their
hopes set tnr:r hdgh |':I‘1.d.t'_|'. Affter all, the Cross-
fire hadn' a foll game in well over a
month; California teams, however, plaved
matches all summer,

Mayers attribute the loss toa lack of drve.
Mayhe they dudn’t want the win m the Trst
place. Maybe they weren'l using the strength
they scquared m their sim-doy-a-week practices.

1 mm di mied,” Couriney Russell sinys
"1 pl harm r"ulﬁ.-hldmhﬂrl,mdmrr:

ing wis nuwmg, AL least we know
what's ihe matier.”

Somme parents opt (o drve home imemedistely,
Most have work in the mormning. Duffel bags and
s tanks are quickly Milled. Half of the icam
stays for the night, for a ritual San Diego cele-
bration that won't imvalve pasta and won't be
saigar-ree,

*1 can'l wait,™ Couniney Russell says, o o
spreads across her face. “Starbucks, sny-




