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Eastern Arizena

IM & STATE OF DRAMATIC natural wonders, eastern Arizona is often
overlooked—truly a eragedy; as it's one of Arizona's great outdoor play-
groands. In the White Mountains, northeass of Phoenix, you can hike
amd the Brgess stand of ponderosa pine in the woarld, fish for trout in
babbling brooks, swim in clear reservoirs fied by unsullied mountain
streams, and, at might, gaze upward at milkiens of twinkbing ssars, The
repes winter sports ane just as vared: you can ski downhill or cross
CORUTILTY, mnwl:n.'lrd, sniovwsloe, and snowmobile on hundreds of miles
of designared trails.

The White Mouantains are unspoiled high country at its best. Certain
areas have been designated as primitive wilderness and remain pre-
served. In these vasi tracts, the air i rent with piencing cries of hawks
and eagles, and majestic herds of elk grare in verdane, wildfiower-
laden meadows. Past volcansc activity has lefi the land strewn with
cinder cones, and the whole region is bounded by the Mogollan Kim
{pronounced mmub-gee-onp—a 200-mi geologic upthrust that splis the
stnie—made farmous as ithe *Tonto Rm®™ in Zane E:I'cr".l bouks. Much
af the plant life & unigue 1o this regiony this is one of the few places in
the country where sisch desert plants as juniper and manzanita grow
intermixed with mountain pines and aspen.

The human aspects of the landscape are equally appealing. Historic
Western towns are fmendly outposts of down-home bospatabity, and
the many prehistoric sites are reminders of the native cubtures that once
flourished here, and are still a vital presence. The Fort Apache Reserva-
tion, home to the White Mountain A.p.ldt Trihe, i north of the Sale
River, and the 5an Carlos Apache Tribal Reservation is south of the

river. Visitors are webcome to explore most reservation lands, All that's
required i a permit, easily obtained from tribal offices.

Historic sices and matwral wonders alwy attract visiors to esstern Arni-
rona. To the north, along historic Route §6, are the Painted Desers and
Peiribed Forest Matwonal Park, and Homolow Buoins State Park. The
austere mesas of the Painted Desert are famous for their malimhued
sedimentary layers, Natare also has worked wonders on the grear fallen
logg of thie Pecrified Foress Mational Park. In Triassic times, the p.lrﬁ:
was a great, seeamy swampland: some 225 million years agn, seismic
activity forced the swamp's decaying plant marrer [and a number of
deceased dinosaurs] deep undergroand, where it eventuslly mmed 1o
o, Fifty miles west -Df these unusual geologic remains, Homobowi
Ruins Stare Park marks the site of four major ancestral Hopi pucbios,
pwo of which contain more than 1,000 roosms.

THE WHITE MOUNTAINS

With elevations climbing to more than 11,000 feet, the White Moun-
tains of east-central Arizona are a winter wonderland and a sam-
mer haven from the desert beat, In the 1870s, 1.5 soldier and diarist
John Gregory Bourke babebed the White Mountains region a strange
upheaval, o freak of namure, 3 mountain canted up on one side; one rides





