children’s book
(all aspects of design from concept to production)

What Is a Rain Forest?

Avrain forest is & wet, wooded place. In some rain
forests, as many as 400 inches of rain may fall from the
clouds above the towering tree:

Rain forests have
ferest floor. The middie layers ar
I shaded by tall trees, and It i called the canopy, whith ks
like & roct. The top layer is called ths amergent layer. This
is where the 1ops of some trees rise above Lhe canopy.

Fain forests are large ecoystems. Each [ife form
depends on the other it forms that live there
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The Tropical Rain Forest

Tropscal rain forests e home to a huge vasiety of
plants and animals. In one four-square-mile section of a
rain forest in the Amazon River Basin of South America,
schentists have Identified 750 species of trees

Rain forests of the Amazon Basin and Malaysia may be
flooded up to 11 months of the year Many of the trees
are completely covered by water, yet thay sunvive this
tiooding.

The fish that swim in the flocded forest depend on
the trees above for food. The trees produce fruit that
drops Into the water and is saten by fish, The trees also
depend on the fisn. When the fish eat the frult, the seeds
fall on the forest floor, where they can grow into trees.

It might seem that the forest floor would be deep
with rich sail that i good for faming, but this is nat
true. The soil is thin and nutrient-poor because It
has undergene years of erosian.
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The Canopy

The tops of the 1all trees of the rain forest form ts
canopy, which is & kind of umbrella above the forest. The
canopy it expased to the sun, heat, wind, and rain. Even
more exposed are the emengents above the canopy. The
smergents and the canopy capture the solar energy that
fuels the entire rain forest ecosystem

Mast of the organisms of the rain forest live in the
trees of the canopy. Some trees provide woods used
around the world, Mahogany,  reddish-brown waod
used In furniture and boat frames, comes from tropical
rain forests. It is becoming more Fare and expersive

Teak. rosewvwocd, and ebory are also sxported by rain
forest countries to serve the world market. While the
Iumber industry provides employment and Income for
peaple, it also endangers the scosystem of the rain forest




