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Chris Cornell’s
Friend Says

Rocker Seemed
to Be ‘Really

Fighting to Get
Through’ Show
Before Suicide
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Nearly 48 hours after Chris Cornell died

of suicide by hanging following a

performance at Detroit’s Fox Theatre,

fans and loved ones of the late rocker

returned to the Michigan concert venue

to pay their respects in a touching

sidewalk candlelight vigil.

Among the roughly 50 mourners

gathered in the cold, drizzly evening

was Detroit artist and musician Kevin

Morris — a friend of Cornell’s and

onetime roadie for the singer’s bands

Soundgarden and Audioslave.

Morris, who talked to Cornell six to seven

times a year including at the beginning

of what now has become the 52-year-old

frontman’s final tour, happened to be at

Cornell’s show on Wednesday.

He told PEOPLE that while he was in

“utter shock” at Cornell’s death, the

signs that something was wrong with his

friend were there at the show.
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Chris Cornell at his final show
// J. RYAN/SPLASH NEWS ONLINE

“The whole performance you could tell

something wasn’t right,” Morris

recounted. “Into the second song he

started getting disoriented or

something. I just figured he wasn’t

feeling well.”

“Everybody felt there was something

going on,” Morris continued. “Like he

wasn’t with us. Like he was on a cloud. It

was like he was really fighting to get

through the show.”

Cornell was found dead at MGM Grand

Detroit on Wednesday night. Medical

examiners have ruled that Cornell died

of suicide by hanging, but his family

have since spoken out saying they

believe that the side effects of

the prescription drug Ativan may have

led him to thoughts of self-harm.

(Worsening depression and thoughts of

self-harm are known rare side effects of
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the drug.)

RELATED VIDEO: Chris Cornell’s Family

Says He Wouldn’t Intentionally Take His

Own Life and Had Taken ‘An Extra

Ativan or Two’ Before His Death

“He’s been clean for years,” Morris said.

“He talked to his wife right before and

right after the show… He was working

very hard to make everyone happy. He

loved Detroit. What was troubling him I

don’t think we’ll ever know. I think he

was a little nervous about playing in

Detroit, the music capital of the world,

and he took a little too much of the

Ativan.”

Morris got the news of Cornell’s death in

the middle of the night: “I’d just laid

down to go to sleep and my sister called

around 1 a.m,” he said. He’s since been in

touch with Cornell’s wife, Vicky.

At Friday’s vigil, Morris brought an

abstract painting he made for Vicky —

whom he said already owns about five of

his paintings from over the years. (The
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Sponsored Links by couple had bought them over the years

and the new painting was made on

Thursday after Cornell’s death.)

Kevin Morris
// SOURCE: METRO-DETROIT POLITICAL ACTION
NETWORK/FACEBOOK

It was one of the many items fans

brought to the tribute, organized by

Adriene Avripas — a registered nurse

whose group advocates for marginalized

people, including those with mental

illnesses.

http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en


“Chris Cornell was a huge activist,” she

explained. “People use music to comfort

them and show beauty to the world. We

felt that we wanted to show support to

the family, fans and anyone suffering

from mental illness.”

Suicide prevention experts were on hand

at the event for anyone who needed

support; they spoke about what to look

for in someone who is struggling, passed

out cards and wrist bands with a hotline

number and the words “I will not give

up.”

Candlelight vigil for Chris Cornell at the Fox



Theatre
// SCOTT LEGATO/GETTY

The diverse group — old and young, men

and women — still seemed stunned at

the news of Cornell’s death as they lit

candles and laid flowers. There were

hugs. One woman was inconsolable after

joining in with a singer as he performed

Soundgarden’s “Fell on Black Days.”

One fan, Tammy, visibly shaken by the

death, had seen Cornell perform dozens

of times over the years.

“I called in sick [for work] Thursday,” she

said. “I feel like he didn’t know how

much his fans loved him. It was an

awesome show but he just didn’t seem

happy. I felt like: We are letting him

down as a crowd. I felt like maybe he

wanted us to stand up more. He always

came back [from his struggles over the

years]. I was just shocked.”

RELATED VIDEO: I Watched Chris

Cornell’s Final Show — and Saw



Ominous Hints of the Tragedy to Come

Her account and Morris’ are different

than that of Detroit photographer Ken

Settle, who was also at the show. He

previously told PEOPLE that Cornell was

“more joyous” than he’d seen before.

“He’d always been, back in the early days

especially, kind of a brooding performer,

more introspective, sometimes looking

down at his guitar most of the time with

his hair in his face. At this show, it was

the opposite of that,” Settle said.

“His voice was great. He was hitting all

of the high notes,” Settle added. “The

artistry of the band. This was not a

retread. There was still a creative force.

They weren’t just putting it on cruise

control. It was one powerful band. That

spark, the energy and the artistry was

still there.”
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RELATED: Chris Cornell’s Life in Photos

Still, in hindsight, Settle said there were

signs — including the

band’s decision to close out their show

with a Led Zeppelin song woven in with

one of their own. It’s title: “In My Time of

Dying.”

“It’s a very odd choice to weave that in

and now it does make you wonder,”

Settle said. “There is so much that does

point to a person who perhaps knew

what was coming up, which is so sad. It

makes me look at my pictures to search

his eyes to see if there is a clue,

something he’s saying that people were

missing.”

If you or someone you know is

considering suicide, please contact the

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-

800-273-TALK (8255).

http://people.com/music/chris-cornell-life-in-photos/
http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/


Sponsored Links by 

get your daily

dose

Cara Delevingne's
Engagement Ring
Brilliant Earth

Scratching This
Part of Your Body
is a Sign of
Alzheimer's
memoryrepairprotocol.com

She Was Called
The Most Beautiful
Girl In The World.
5 Years Later,
Here’s What She…Scribol

Gwen Stefani Has
the Absolute
Coolest Kitchen in
the Game
Lonny Magazine

Fans Stunned As
Don Knotts Blurts
Out Why He Left
'The Andy Griffith
Show’Definition

Why So Many
People Are Loving
This Contact Lens
Hubble Contacts

http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
http://www.brilliantearth.com/news/art-deco-rings-like-cara-delevignes-maybe-engagement-ring/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=LPI&utm_campaign=us_desktoptablet&utm_term=008a54e1a5ee4628de3043ee5d135dbe9e&utm_content=IMAGE_NAME
http://great.findingnow.info/ce773461-ef43-4c66-8920-df82523e9745?utm_content=Memory+Repair+Protocol+-+Official+Website&utm_term=008a54e1a5ee4628de3043ee5d135dbe9e&Doc_title=Scratching+This+Part+of+Your+Body+is+a+Sign+of+Alz&newad=2&utm_adid=00016f28d905fd914f97b8d8a72138994d&utm_doc_id=00dc1a9e5e94f310f6d353546feaaa8b4f&utm_new=008a54e1a5ee4628de3043ee5d135dbe9e_
http://scribol.com/a/art-and-design/fashion/she-was-called-the-most-beautiful-girl-in-the-world-years-later-heres-what-she-looks-like-now/?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=CPC&utm_campaign=Beautiful_Girl_In_The_World_US_Desktop_S6&utm_term=She+Was+Called+The+Most+Beautiful+Girl+In+The+Worl
http://www.lonny.com/See+Gwen+Stefani's+35+Million+Eclectic+Rockstar+Home?utm_source=outb&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Outb-LN-Specials-US-Desktop-Gwen-Stefani-Eclectic-Home-Tour
http://def.sptrkr.com/ec339f32?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_campaign=DEF_US_D_Outbrain_35996_&utm_content=00882d46857bb32713db4e982c8907c5ee
http://get.hubblecontacts.com/7-reasons-to-get-hubble-contacts?utm_campaign=7-reasons-article-4-9-brand-safe-desktop&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=native&utm_content=00536a05362760d7b8585c3373220ee67f&


Enter Your Email Address

more

CELEBRITY

Julianne Moore Says ‘Dabbing’ Is How She
Embarrasses Her Teenagers Most: ‘It’s Really
Humiliating’

CELEBRITY

Every Must-See Moment from the Cannes
Film Festival

CELEBRITY

Arnold Schwarzenegger Hits Cannes, Plus Laverne
Cox, Twin Peaks Cast & More

more

Taylor Momsen
Pays Tribute to

Why Jason
Derulo Has a

Your
Comprehensive

http://people.com/celebrity/
http://people.com/celebrity/julianne-moore-says-dabbing-is-how-she-embarrasses-her-teenagers-most-its-really-humiliating/
http://people.com/celebrity/
http://people.com/movies/best-celebrity-photos-cannes-2017
http://people.com/celebrity/
http://people.com/celebrity/star-tracks-saturday-may-20-2017
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuzo-YBSnjgf-_CJuKldIfgtHV4tgt5SQp5OB1G5fg0IhtRq-wtWBCnDXwCFJ5YqOfvtgFjbL8c7T--qdLtVYmIuZtYFt6VC4A_wsG9t2dn7xM8ceFiOPvclvme1pAP5p6RIl4pm74Z7RO9DAEDi2MOvwkj6LsS0Y4lFBOmHjZELsKAWdwIKTWDqGuKZcZ_UAf55IerkM7Krqy9W1gNIMFEFc3Z&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNsTY7iqW9Co&adurl=https://subscription.people.com/storefront/subscribe-to-people/link/1036336.html%3Ffpa_adid%3D489410294%26fpa_crid%3D96583223294%26fpa_ch%3Dcelebrity,music%26fpa_subch%3D%26fpa_dartPosition%3Dglobalfooter%26fpa_dartType%3Dtout%26fpa_siteName%3Dcm.peo
http://people.com/music/chris-cornell-suicide-taylor-momsen-pays-tribute-tour-mate-idol/
http://people.com/music/chris-cornell-suicide-taylor-momsen-pays-tribute-tour-mate-idol/
http://people.com/music/jason-derulo-three-truths-one-lie/
http://people.com/music/jason-derulo-three-truths-one-lie/
http://people.com/music/music-fanbase-names
http://people.com/music/music-fanbase-names


SUBSCRIBE

LOAD MORE STORIES

Late Tourmate
and Her Music
Idol Chris
Cornell: ‘My
Heart
Is Broken’

Love-Hate
Relationship
with
Leather Jackets

Guide to the
Most Devoted
Fanbases
in Music

The Complete
History of Katy
Perry & Taylor
Swift's
Complicated
Friendship

Best
#FlashbackFriday
Ever? Check
Out the Spice
Girls, Gwen
Stefani & More
at the 1997
Billboard
Music Awards

0 Comments Sort by 

Facebook Comments Plugin

Oldest

Add a comment...

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstCs5I7fsx1-mmrnZHDO5Nk4AaZ7uHMAnmu-zs5EmC1wnVcOcBgBfEE1yWkfz7SVyehAuVqhh_J4tYcpMhP7kMKtD_gWWQn0GAIjL12hOG_xJGlXNtuZHSGX4fAB43GT6DLc_8ZoNPTZaTpCj-dgcQbVQHhkCruC5fIFL1YtBidOhTPqKr-aGoA27qJCjGTXFeM20NkjN6xsxPQzV4hY6xM3uz4&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEqu-ChZK1zjEAE&urlfix=1&adurl=https://subscription.people.com/storefront/subscribe-to-people/link/1039425.html
http://people.com/music/chris-cornell-suicide-taylor-momsen-pays-tribute-tour-mate-idol/
http://people.com/music/jason-derulo-three-truths-one-lie/
http://people.com/music/music-fanbase-names
http://www.people.com/pen
http://people.com/music/taylor-swift-katy-perry-friendship-timeline/
http://people.com/music/taylor-swift-katy-perry-friendship-timeline/
http://people.com/music/billboard-music-awards-1997-photos-throwback
http://people.com/music/billboard-music-awards-1997-photos-throwback
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/comments/?utm_campaign=social_plugins&utm_medium=offsite_pages&utm_source=comments_plugin
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/feedback.php?api_key=260989667249927&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstaticxx.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter%2Fr%2F0F7S7QWJ0Ac.js%3Fversion%3D42%23cb%3Df5b0b6bb912fec%26domain%3Dpeople.com%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fpeople.com%252Ff315ad5f99e9cdc%26relation%3Dparent.parent&href=http%3A%2F%2Fpeople.com%2Fmusic%2Fchris-cornell-final-show-friend-kevin-morris-recounts%2F&locale=en_US&numposts=5&sdk=joey&version=v2.6&width=100%25#


All products featured were editorially selected. PEOPLE.com may receive a percentage of sales
for items purchased from these links.

Copyright © 2017 Time Inc. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without
permission is prohibited.

https://www.facebook.com/peoplemag
https://twitter.com/people
https://www.instagram.com/people/
https://www.pinterest.com/people/
https://www.youtube.com/user/people
https://www.snapchat.com/discover/People-Magazine/0407249978
https://vip.wordpress.com/?utm_source=vip_powered_wpcom&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=VIP%20Footer%20Credit

