
BY PETE STIDMAN

NEWS EDITOR

The 2004 sprinkler law that forced 
nightclubs across the state to install 
sprinkler systems and new fire alarms 
has sent pocketbook-draining shock-
waves through that industry, forcing 
some to move and a few to appeal the 
law. But in the Four Corners area it has 

caused dancing in the streets—and not 
the kind appreciated by neighbors. 

Asia Khan, who lives nearby on 
Dakota Street, said she has dealt with 
booming car stereos, screaming argu-
ments and drunken debauchery on 
weekend nights off and on for the past 
two years, including one particularly 

Funded to the tune of $6.5 million 
—largely with state bond money 
leavened with federal dollars — the 
center is presently recruiting its first 
round of tenants. According to William 
J. Brah, the university’s vice provost 
for research and executive director 
of the VDC, prospects will likely 
include faculty members with ideas 

but ‘muy bo-
nito,’ — that 
is, very pretty 
— on the inside.”  
The food is sold 
for a dollar a 
bag out of the 
back of a 1972 
U-Haul style 
truck. Its side 
panels  read 
“The Mover.”  
It is appropri-
ate  s ignage 
for an organization that has been 
doing a lot of moving and shak-
ing in Boston for nearly 20 years. 
Fair Foods began in the mid-1980s 
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BY KENDRA STANTON LEE

SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER

It is 10:30 on a humid Friday morning 
and the Fair Foods truck is on time.  
So are their customers.  

The line queuing up to the back of the 
truck parked at the corner of Adams 
and Whitten Streets is 10 deep, each 
customer eager to know what today’s 
surplus will afford. Today there are 
potatoes and onions, just like last 
week’s shipment. But there is also 
corn, and bottles of soda, too.  

Volunteer Jason Cammarata is 
sweating under his straw hat as he 
heaves heavy bags off the truck. One 
Spanish-speaking customer asks him 
about the soda. He explains, “This soda 
is ‘feo,’” —or ugly — “on the outside, 

Pit stop with a purpose  

(Continued on page 6)

Hundreds of thousands of people — many of them dressed up in the Carnival finest — jammed the streets of Dorchester 
and Roxbury last Saturday for the annual Caribbean Festival. Boston Police, who had worried that the event could 
be used as an opportunity for violence by local gangs, reported a relatively peaceful event. Story, page 19.

Photo by Lolita Parker, Jr.

Policing 
parks a work 
in progress

BY BILL FORRY

MANAGING EDITOR

An old cafeteria on the fifth floor of 
UMass-Boston’s science building is 
being transformed this summer into a 
research and development “innovation” 
center that will allow entrepreneurs to 
conduct experiments and prepare new 
products for the marketplace with the 
aide of UMass faculty and students. 
The Venture Development Center 
(VDC) will mark UMass-Boston’s first 
foray into a rapidly expanding field of 
on-campus innovation incubators that 
could bolster the university’s position 
in recruitment and retention of faculty 
and students.

“The Venture Development Center 
will bring R&D activity and the in-
novation economy to the Dorchester 
waterfront,” said Chancellor J. Keith 
Motley. “And it’s also representative of 
our commitment and aspirations as a 
university, to inspire positive growth 
and change benefiting not only the 
University of Massachusetts Boston 
but also our neighborhood, city, and 
region.” 

An entrepreneur’s lab rises 
in an old UMass dining hall

An architect’s drawing depicts what 
the completed Venture Development 
Center at UMass-Boston will look like. 
Photo courtesy UMB/Sasaki Assoc.

BY BILL FORRY 

MANAGING EDITOR

When the city of Boston disbanded 
its Municipal Police Department—a 
small, but focused force that patrolled 
city parks, buildings and parking lots 
exclusively—some local residents wor-
ried that there would be a noticeable 
gap in police patrols and a potential 
explosion in vandalism, vagrancy 
and delinquency. A year-and-a-half 
later, there’s been no measurable 
jump in park incidents, but there are 
lingering concerns about just how 
secure neighborhood parks can be 
post-Muni. 

Neighborhood parks have always 
been flashpoints for turf battles and 
trespassing and several city parks (in-
cluding Walsh, Dorchester and Ronan) 
have repeatedly been the scenes of 
homicides since the 1980s. But several 
events have highlighted the potential 
for danger this summer. Earlier this 
month, two teenagers were arrested on 
gun charges after one allegedly waved 
a gun and the other a knife during 
an altercation on the street hockey 

(Continued on page 3)

Four Corners club draws flak

Ena China (left) and granddaughters Psalmari Thorpe, 8, Otavia Clarke, 8 and 
Azaree Rodriguez, 6, reap the bounty from the back of the Fair Foods truck 
at one of its many stops in Dorchester. Photo by Kendra Stanton Lee
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