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College prep course bears 

fruit on Bowdoin
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BY COLIN ASHER 

SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER

Bent over her desk in Room 
342, Anizia Piris is preparing 
for the start of the 2008-2009 
school year. Today, the 12-year 
teaching veteran will start a 
new job as a math instructor 
at the long troubled and now 
newly refurbished Jeremiah 
E. Burke High School in Grove 
Hall. 

When the school bell rings 
this morning it will usher in 
the first students the Washing-
ton Street building has seen 
since a massive rehabilitation 
project began in December 
2006. 

The rehab, which was ini-
tially projected to cost $42 
million and ended up costing 

$49.5 million, includes new 
computer and science labs, 
new furniture, a new cafeteria, 
visual arts rooms, dance 
studios, and music rooms. 
Aesthetic repairs were also 
made, including new doors 
and paint, window repairs, 
and new student lockers.

The boldest aspect of the 
rehabilitation was the con-
struction of a four-story wing 
of the school that houses a 
gymnasium and a new high 
school library. In January 
2009, the Grove Hall library 
is scheduled to move to the 
second floor of the new wing. 
The Grove Hall Community 
Center will open on the bottom 
floor that same month. All 
told, 65,000 square feet of 

(Continued on page 6)

Poet and Dorchester resident Anna Ross enjoys her backyard with her daugh-
ter Ita Berg. Photo by Kendra Lee Stanton

BY  KENDRA STANTON LEE 

SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER

When trying to establish oneself 
in the publishing industry, it may be 
best to start small. As small as, say, 
a chapbook. And what exactly is a 
chapbook?

Ask Dorchester poet Anna Ross who 
was awarded first prize in the 2008 
New Women’s Voices chapbook contest 
by Finishing Line Press.

A chapbook, says Ross, is “sort of 
a mini-book.” Ross’ chapbook, Hawk 
Weather, will contain the first two 
sections of a longer poetry manuscript 

Local poet starts small, 
wins big with ‘chapbook’ 

(Continued on page 24)
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BY PETE STIDMAN

NEWS EDITOR

On Tuesday morning at nine, teach-
ers, administrators and clergy of the 
Pope John Paul II Academy gathered 
at St. Mark’s Church on Dorchester 
Avenue to celebrate a new school year, 
and what they term a new beginning 
for Catholic education in urban centers 
across the United States. 

“Into this project, over the last 
months, we have poured thousands 
and thousands and thousands of hours 
of work, countless Rosaries, meeting 
after endless meeting, and, through the 
extraordinary and, I would even dare 
to say, unprecedented generosity of our 
benefactors, many tens of millions of 
dollars,” said Rev. Paul Soper in his 
homily at the Mass. 

From there, the educators moved 
on to their respective five campuses 
across Dorchester to find new books, 
computers, science laboratories and 
many other wonders that money can 
buy. All saw their new schools save 
those who will teach at Neponset 
Campus which wasn’t quite ready 
yet—though crews are swarming over 
it and Suffolk Construction executives 
will line up and swear it will be finished 
in time for the first day of school on 
Monday.

On Columbia Road,  St. Margaret’s 
blackened floors were sanded down 
and shine again, say those who have 
been inside, and some of the stained 
glass was painstakingly preserved. 
One former student commented that 
the path leading to the principal’s office 
is just as she remembers it. 

Trucks could still be seen unloading 

BY GINTAUTAS DUMCIUS

REPORTER CORRESPONDENT

The Rockies’ mountain range. 
The Pepsi Center, crawling with 
Secret Service agents and other law 
enforcement agencies. And, of course, 
Illinois Sen. Barack Obama accepting 
the Democratic Party’s nomination as 
their 2008 candidate. Members of the 
Boston delegation last week saw that 
and more as a contingent was present 
in Denver for the Democratic National 
Convention.

Rep. Marty Walsh’s only regret? 
Missing U.S. Sen. Edward Kennedy’s 
speech to a throng of supporters on 
Monday night. His hair thin from 
treatment to combat the tumor he 
was diagnosed with, Kennedy brought 
delegates within the Massachusetts 
delegation, among others, to tears.

“I have come here tonight to stand 
with you to change America, to restore 
its future, to rise to its best ideals, and 
to elect Barack Obama president of the 
United States,” Kennedy said.

“I think the visit by Sen. Kennedy 
was a moment to behold,” said state 
Rep. Willie Mae Allen, who attended 

Revamped 
Catholic 
schools get set 
for first day

A new day dawns 
at Jeremiah Burke 

Dot’s Dems see 
history from 
the front row

Jeremiah E. Burke High students Bernise Hall, Dwayne Johnson and Chardelle Jeremy 
show off their school’s new gymnasium to Mayor Tom Menino during a ceremony held at 
the Washington Street school campus on Tuesday. Photo courtesy Mayor’s office.

she hopes to publish in its entirety in 
the future.  

Ross, 33, got word about the prize 
in June and, along with an award of 
$1,000, her chapbook will be published 
later this year.  

Hawk Weather is largely autobio-
graphical.  

“The manuscript follows the arc of 
several years of my life from having 
a relationship, getting married, 
going through a lot of difficulty with 
pregnancy. And then later in the book, 
the problem was resolved,” she says, 

A quarter-century
of Dorchester stories

Twenty-five years ago this 
week, the Reporter published 
its first edition. 

See Page 11.


