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The Dolls: Slinky, sexy, churlish and ferocious, Amanda Palmer, one-half of Boston's punk Goth cabaret duo, could rip the heart from any man with little more than a flash of her delicious, dangerous smile. As Palmer whispers and wails against the eerie, vaudevillian tinkling of her piano, drummer Brian Viglione plays up Palmer's dramatic lines with jazz- and hardcore-inspired percussion. 

The Songs: From cajoling to threatening, Palmer's playful eroticism makes light of her whimsically barbed lyrics. Covering the usual grim fare of love's labors lost, Palmer's songs are anything but crude expressions of anger. She has all the depth of PJ Harvey and the asylum-chic persona of Yeah Yeah Yeah's Karen O. 

The Hype: The Dresden Dolls' 2003 self-titled, debut album, produced by Martin Bisi, has already propelled them to cult status, selling out shows regularly throughout the Northeast and making Rolling Stone's top ten albums of the year. In true Goth fashion, the Dolls paint their faces pancake white and don cabaret-style attire for every performance, which never fail to evoke all the theatrics of a tantalizing if twisted burlesque show.

