Best Buys
Diaper bags

By Gena Hymowech

Deciding on a diaper bag isn’t easy. With so many different types available, how does a new mother or father choose? Ultimately, your choice will depend largely on your fashion (and packing) style. If you want the most for your money, look for a bag that has a combination of features, i.e., built-in changing pad, pacifier holder, and dirty duds compartment. You’ll also want lots of pockets for baby’s toys, toiletry items, bottles, diapers and miscellaneous items. Another way to save is to get a bag that does double duty. Backpacks are dual purpose, as are those with both shoulder and handle straps, allowing you the option to carry the bag both ways. You should also look for a bag that is easy to wash and has an extra pocket for your stuff.
McKenzie Kids’ Parent Pack

Why we like it: Compartments galore! There’s a removable foam changing pad, a key leash, and several mesh pockets for toiletries, snacks, toys, etc. Three separate sections hold up to six bottles at a time. A padded back panel and shoulder straps provide extra comfort. The best part? Dad won’t mind carrying it!

Approximate price: $49.99

Call: 1-800-832-0969

Land’s End Do-It-All Diaper Bag

Why we like it: Two types of straps allow you to carry it by hand or on shoulder. Other easy-to-use features include three roomy compartments, two exterior bottle pockets, a removable toiletry kit, and a nylon changing pad.

Approximate price: $29.50

Call: 1-800-734-KIDS

Gerry Double Take Diaper Bag

Why we like it: It’s two bags in one, with a removable shoulder bag in addition to the main diaper bag. Also included are extra pockets with bottle and utensil loops, a convenient changing pad, a removable sanitary pouch and a mesh end pocket. The adjustable shoulder strap makes for easy carrying while the extra-durable fabric wipes clean.

Approximate price: $35

Call: 1-800-525-2472

Dolly S.S. Pooh

Why we like it: Vinyl makes it easy to clean so stains are no problem. Roomy interiors are great for storing all of baby’s necessities.

Approximate price: standard size, $17.99; mini size, $8.99

Call: 1-888-GO-DOLLY

Babies’ Alley Satin Doll Tote

Why we like it: This sophisticated satchel is a diaper bag incognito. Tucked inside are a cushioned changing pad, bottle loops, and a waterproof inner pouch.

Approximate price: $45

Call: 1-212-563-1414

Baby Biz Moomba

Why we like it: It’s a diaper bag for baby and a purse for Mom. Other features include a large changing pad, six interior pockets for diapers, wipes, cotton swabs and more, two leak-proof bottle pockets and a shoulder strap and hand straps for versatility. The nylon fabric wipes clean.

Approximate price: $49.95

Call: 1-800-697-BABY

One Step Ahead Weekender

Why we like it: Traveling is a breeze with zippered compartments which are large enough for several changes of baby clothes or 1-2 dozen diapers. Also included are an extra-large changing pad and a dirty duds bag.
Approximate price: $29.95

Call: 1-800-274-8440

Sesame Street for Kmart

Why we like it: These Sesame Street diaper bags have inner elastic bottle holders, sturdy double handle construction, and wipe clean with a damp sponge. Also comes in Cookie Monster style.

Approximate price: $7.99

Call: 1-800-866-0086

