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IN PERSON

Mr. Breuer’s

Neighborhood

A Comedian Turns Fi¥ Eye on His Town

By JOELKELLER

CHESTER
IM BREUER is a celebrity who likes
1w answer his own door,
Ring the bell of his house in the
woads here, and there he is. No publi-
cist, oo handler, just him, barefoot, in an
oversize T-shirt and baggy denim shorts. He
looked glassy-eyed. but not for reasons that
fans of Mr. Breuer, one of the stars in the
cult stoner movie “"Half-Baked" (1998), may
think.
“1've been up since 5, he said. “I°m on kid
patrol.” Descending into Mr. Brever's toy-
strenwn playroom, you can ses why he would
be so tired. His two older daughters, f-year-
odd Gabrielle and 3-year-old Kelsey, were
playing and yelling with an enthustasm
most adults only wish they had at 9 in the
miming, Mr. Brewer swept his B-month-old
, Dorianne, into his arms and car-
ried her into his media room so he could
play with her in peace,

A few minutes later, Dee Breuer re-
trigved Dorianne; Mr. Breuer hugged and
kissed his wife good morning and assared
her: “I'm awake. I'm all right.” He let out a
rapid-fire “heh-heh-heh” after he jokingly
takd her; "“Take the kids to Nana's. You'll
get rest there,”

“It"s like threa chimpanzees,” he said of
raising the children without outside help.
“You ¢an train them all you want, but
they're chimpanzees. There's nothing you
can do,"

That Is what life 15 all about for Mr.
Breuer, 37. For him, friends and family are
the most important aspect of his life. In his
popular show on Sirius Satellite Radio, *"Jim
Brever Unleashed” (channel 104), the for-
mer “Samarday Night Live'™ cast member —
Best known for the character Goat Bay —
=15 in a Manhattan studio with two child-
hood buddies and an old friend from the
stand-up comedy circuit to discuss their
marriages, Tamilies and anything that they
would conslder funny abour one snother’s
Lves, including Chester, which sits in Morris
County west of Morristown

Mr. Brever's stand-up comedy often re-
valves around stories about his childhood in
valley Stream, N.Y, on Long Island, his
marriage and his neighbors. Living in Ches-
ter speakts to how he wants 1o live, “As soan
as ‘Saturday Might Live' was done, I really

wanted to start & family,” he sald 1 loved
my upbringing on Long Island. She was a
Jersey girl, so she wanted to live In Jersey. |
didnt need to be in & city anymore."

After 2 few false starts, the couple found
their dream house right after Mr. Brever's
first daughter was barn, T saw the pool, saw
the cul-de-sac,” he said, “11 just seemed like
& great place for kids, Then I walked down-
slairs and saw a poal table — a pool table! A
poul table and & pool?”

Mr. Breuer started dodng the show an Siri-
us after getting encouragement during his

guest APpEATANCEs an redio shows like
ﬁple&ﬁnﬂmn‘g He shopped the idea o
both XM and Sirius, but said that chose Siri-
us because of Its management's enthusi-
astic response. He has been doing the show
on a daily basis since Movember 2004, 1t
runs 4 to 6 p.m. (with replays B o I1 pm.)

throngh Friday.

ahrief listen indicates that Mr.
Brever &nd his buddies Jimmy Sciacca
{known as Shaka), Larry Schneidmuller —
he grew up with them in Valley Stream —
and Pete Correale are all having a blast do-
Ing the Sirius show. But the hours can be
tough on the Breuers. He often leaves the
house at 2 in the afternoon and comes back
at 8 p.m. He trigs to pre-tape the show once a
week, depending on, as be puts it, “how bad
the wife and family's breaking down."

But technology is helping. Mr. Breuer
owns equipment that allows him to do the
show from most anywhere. “It's me telling
Jimmy"” — Scincea, the show's designated
tech guy — “ “Be mobile. The more we can
get out the better. Go buy It I'll pay for it
Get me the technology so we can gt up any-
where." "

Mr. Brever has bésn able to do some
shows from Chubb Park in Chester, his
house and the house of his sister, which is
nearby. Fans lave the dynamic of the radio
show, no marter where it emanates from.

revar racantly ended a stint of 10
summer Wednesdays at the Stress Factory
comedy club in New Brunswick, where he
and other stand-up comics worked out new
material. All of those shows sold out and
were packed with fans who velled out re-
quests for their favorite stories.

As any new listener to “Jim Brewer Un-
leashed” quickly finds out, there are no
characters on the show, ne recorded com-
edy routines. Aside from Mr. Correals, the
main participants are not professional com-

the srreet, ﬂtroug:rsm ies about Mr, Tanfri-

da’s farm animals, punctuated by an im-

_presstan that matches his neighbor's obd-
-school Italian accent.

Mr. Tonfrida doesn’t seem fo mind,
though “We got a huge party a couple of
times & yaar in my yard, we've got over 100
people all the time,” he said recently as his
children darted around Mr, Brever's front
yard, “He's great with the people. Guy's a

- pikce of work,"”

- Mr. Breuer's Sirius contract

runs through
the first week of November, but he s in ne-
- gotiations Lo contimee. He aleo created 3 car-
-mm'pllnthmednnlﬂsrﬂdmdsmr‘;e:ﬂlm

i "" e said, Az Img as the
hawne's stable, Who cares?”




