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NEW JERSEY SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL LAUNCHES ITS 2001 SEASON�WITH THE COMEDY OF ERRORS





�tc "Shakespeare Festival Attracts Young Artists from Alaska to Australia to Asbury Park"�Shakespeare’s hilarious romp — full of mistaken identities, colorful characters�and slapstick antics — runs June 12 thru July 1





Special offer for twins only: buy two tickets for the price of one for the June 12 performance!





Madison, NJ – New Jersey Shakespeare Festival launches what promises to be one of its most exciting seasons ever with THE COMEDY OF ERRORS, Shakespeare’s earliest and certainly one of his most uproarious comedies. Performed on a set inspired by the work of artist M.C. Escher, this exuberant show, full of mistaken identities, colorful characters, sumptuous costumes and slapstick antics is certain to have audiences reeling with laughter. THE COMEDY OF ERRORS opens in previews on Tuesday, June 12 through Thursday, June 14. Performances continue through Sunday, July 1.


“You think your life is complicated!” laughs Brian B. Crowe, who makes his Main Stage directorial debut with this production that he describes as “pure entertainment.” Imagine the chaos that ensues when two pairs of long-lost twins, separated at birth by a storm at sea, unknowingly end up in the same city and cross paths with each other’s friends and lovers. Shakespeare’s deftly plotted play takes audiences on a madcap adventure that makes The Parent Trap seem halcyon!
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“It’s certainly one of Shakespeare’s most joyous comedies,” says Mr. Crowe, “filled with one-liners, zingers and physical comedy. What I find really exciting, though, is how dexterously Shakespeare has managed to inlay the play with some provocative notions about reputation, relationships and self-identity.  One of the sharpest of these is the philosophy that one must first lose one’s self, before discovering their true self.  In his subtle style, Shakespeare gives us these gems without weighing down the play.”  		


THE COMEDY OF ERRORS is inspired by two earlier classical texts by Plautus, Menaechmi and aMPHITRUO. Shakespeare borrows and expands upon the plot, multiplying the laughs by adding a second set of twins to the mix. The story may seem familiar to modern audiences — even those who have never seen a Shakespearean play — as the genre has since inspired many of the harmless confusions found in today’s “sitcom” and such slapstick films as Big Business, starring Lily Tomlin and Bette Midler, and the Rodgers and Hart musical THE BOYS FROM SYRACUSE. The play brims with eccentric characters drawn from the lively world of the commedia dell’arte, including a status-clinging goldsmith, a conjuring schoolmaster who attempts to perform an exorcism on one of the twins, a haughty courtesan and the mysterious and intimidating Abbess.





A special offer for twins only!


	In celebration of THE COMEDY OF ERRORS, twins are invited to take advantage of a special two-for-one offer! On Tuesday, June 12 only, visit the Festival’s Box Office between 12:00 noon and 8:00 p.m. with your identical or fraternal twin (or even a friend who’s dressed exactly like you), buy one ticket for that evening’s performance at the regular price and your twin’s ticket is free.


Both twins must be present at the time of purchase in order to receive the discount. This special offer is valid only for the 8:00 p.m. performance on Tuesday, June 12. Seating is subject to availability, so reserve seats early! 





About the Director


A writer, director and educator, Mr. Crowe’s original script NEVERMORE: THE FINAL NIGHTMARES OF EDGAR ALLAN POE, based on the author’s writings and mysterious death, was recently accepted for inclusion in the 2001 NYC International Fringe Festival.
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In 1999, Mr. Crowe received much attention for his imaginative adaptation and direction of WONDERLAND...and what was found there, which had its world premiere on the Festival’s Other Stage.  The Star-Ledger named WONDERLAND one of the top ten New Jersey theatre productions of that year, and named Crowe “Best Director of a Drama” as well as one of three “New Jersey theatre artists to look for in the new millennium.”


As the Festival’s director of education, Brian oversees the Next Stage Ensemble touring company and has directed the Shakespeare Live! touring productions of HAMLET, THE TAMING OF THE SHREW, TWELFTH NIGHT, MACBETH, ROMEO AND JULIET, A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM, OTHELLO and THE TEMPEST. Brian received BFAs in directing and acting from Wright State University in Dayton, Ohio, and was a Fellow at the 2000 International Salzburg Shakespeare Seminar. He has directed numerous productions in Ohio, including shows at The Human Race Theatre Company and the Dayton Playhouse. 





The Cast


Anthony Hagopian and Clark Carmichael are featured as one set of identical twins, whose characters are distinguishable only by the names of the cities in which they were raised.  


Anthony Hagopian, as Antipholus of Syracuse, is in his first season with the Festival.  


Most recently, he appeared in the new play MERCURY, produced by Eve Ensler at HERE in New York. He has performed extensively in regional theater and on the New York stage. His television credits include All My Children and As The World Turns.


	Clark Carmichael, cast as Antipholus of Ephesus, is in his third season at the Festival. Mr. Carmichael has appeared on the Festival stage in A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM, THREEPENNY OPERA and TWO GENTLEMEN OF VERONA.  Most recently, he played James Collier in New Jersey Rep.’s new musical IMMORTAL INTERLUDE. On the New York stage, Clark has played the Mint Theatre and performed two seasons with The Acting Company.  Regionally, he has appeared at the Missouri Repertory Theatre, Williamstown Theatre Festival, Kentucky Shakespeare Festival, Mill Mountain Theatre, New York State Theatre Institute and the Shakespeare Theatre in Washington, DC.  Last spring, Clark appeared with Campbell Scott in his film production of HAMLET.  


A servant named Dromio — a second pair of twin brothers — accompanies each Antipholus. As Dromio of Syracuse, Kevin Henderson returns to the Festival for his fourth 
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season, having appeared previously in TWELFTH NIGHT, ALL’S WELL THAT ENDS WELL and THE COUNTRY WIFE.  He has performed regionally in AN EXPERIMENT WITH AN AIRPUMP, THE BEAUTY QUEEN OF LEENANE, BEYOND THERAPY and THE COMPLEAT WORKS OF WLLM SHKSPR (ABRIDGED).  His television and film credits include roles in Guiding Light, As the World Turns, All My Children and Dead on Page Six.  Also a writer, he has had two of his own plays produced, AT THE END OF THE ROAD and AIRS OF MIGHT, the latter of which he will be making a film version of later this year.


	Tony Finn, in his first season with the Festival, plays Dromio of Ephesus. Mr. Finn’s theatre credits include TIS’ PITY SHE’S A WHORE, RUFFIAN ON THE STAIR, A TALE OF TWO CITIES and WHO’S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF. His television and film appearances include One Life to Live, Guiding Light, The Wiz Kid of Osbourne and Middlesex.	


	Returning to the Festival stage are Veronica Watt as Adriana, the wife who is perplexed by the seemingly odd behavior of her husband, and Amanda Ronconi as Luciana, her equally bewildered sister. Ms. Watt, in her fourth season with the Festival, has appeared in THE BLUE BIRD, THE MERCHANT OF VENICE, ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA and RHINOCEROS, among others.  Recent regional credits include A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS at Mill Mountain Theatre; MID-STUMBLE THRU’S DREAM and THE TAMING OF THE SHREW at Looking Glass Theatre; and the Biggs/Rosati National Tour of ROMEO AND JULIET. She has also appeared in the films Lies and Love and The Aging Player.


	Ms. Ronconi returns for her sixth season, having appeared in AS YOU LIKE IT, ALL’S WELL THAT ENDS WELL, ARTISTS AND ADMIRERS and THE TAMING OF THE SHREW, among others.  Most recently, she appeared in THE SUICIDE SOCIETY and she has performed extensively in regional theatre. Film credits include Daydream Believer, a winner of a Slamdance Award for Best Dramatic Feature. 


	The remaining cast of madcap characters are played by Sue Brady, Jenny Burlseson, Corinne Edgerly, David Foubert, Donnie Mather, Michael McKenzie, Deric McNish, William Metzo, Kevin Rolston, Laura Standley and Jared Zeus.


	The Escher-inspired set of THE COMEDY OF ERRORS was designed by Charles Townsend Wittreich, who created the set for the Festival’s acclaimed 2000 production of�THE FOREST and the 1999 production of WONDERLAND...and what was found there. New York credits include: ON THE VERGE, ICONS AND OUTCASTS and
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WHEN I WAS A GIRL I USED TO SCREAM AND SHOUT, directed by Patricia Miskoff at the John Montgomery Theatre and BLOODY POETRY, directed by Chris Hayes at CSC. Mr. Wittreich has assisted Broadway designers John Fzell, Eldon Elder, Loron Sherman, Bob Crowley, John Amone, David Callo and Heidi Ettinger on various projects.  


Costumes for this aristocratic and decadent world are designed by Amanda Whidden, in her first season with the Festival. Recent credits include costumes for HAMLET and THE TAMING OF THE SHREW for the Festival’s 2001 tour of Shakespeare LIVE!. She has designed for productions at Baruch College, Lake George Opera Festival, The American Theatre of Actors, Hope Summer Rep and Brandeis University. 


Lighting is designed by Heath Hansum, in his first season with the Festival. Mr. Hansum has worked and designed with organizations including Iowa Summer Repertory Theatre, the San Francisco Opera, Bloomsburg Theatre Ensemble, the Williamsport Community Arts Center and The University of Scranton. For the last seven years, Mr. Hansum has been the technical director and lighting designer for the Theatre and Dance Department at Bucknell University in Lewisburg, PA, where he teaches lighting, sound and computer-aided design and entertainment technology.


Irwin Appel returns to the Festival for his second season as composer and sound designer, having worked on the Festival’s 1999 production of Wonderland. Mr. Appel has worked off-Broadway for the Pan Asian Repertory Theatre, and regionally with the Oregon Shakespeare Festival, Indiana Repertory Theatre and others. Also an Equity actor, this fall he will play the title role in Richard III for Theatre Artists’ Group. He has directed throughout the country, and served as artistic director/actor of The Mad Hatters, a national touring company that specialized in fostering understanding of people with special needs and disabilities. Mr. Appel is an assistant professor of acting and directing at the University of California Santa Barbara.





Ticket Information


Beginning June 12 and continuing through July 1, regular performances of�THE COMEDY OF ERRORS are Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8:00 p.m.; Thursday, June 21 at 7:30 p.m.; selected Saturdays and Sundays at 2:00 p.m.; and selected Sundays at 7:00 p.m. 
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Mingle with the actors at an exclusive after-party on Opening Night, Saturday, June 16! Previously offered only to subscribers, tickets are available to the general public at $50 for orchestra seats, $45 for balcony — a bargain for the thrill of an opening night performance, a Champagne intermission and private post-show party with the cast and company. Curtain time is 7:00 p.m.


The Festival also offers Symposium performances, which include an exciting post-play discussion with the cast and artistic staff, are offered on Tuesday, June 19 at 8:00 p.m. and Saturday, June 23 at 2:00 p.m. 


Individual tickets range from $ 23 to $50 for orchestra seating and $ 18 to $ 45 for balcony seating, with substantial discounts available for groups of 15 or more. 


New Jersey Shakespeare Festival and its F.M. Kirby Shakespeare Theatre, located in Madison at 36 Madison Avenue (Route 124) at Lancaster Road, on the campus of Drew 


University, is easy to reach by car or mass transit. For additional information, or to purchase tickets, phone the box office at 973-408-5600 or visit www.njshakespeare.org.  For group rates, call 973-408-3261.


# # #


About New Jersey Shakespeare Festival


New Jersey Shakespeare Festival, designated a Major Arts Institution by New Jersey State Council on the Arts/Department of State, is the state’s only professional theatre dedicated to Shakespeare’s canon and other classic masterworks. 


The 2001 Main Stage Season, entitled Words, Life and All!, features William Shakespeare’s THE COMEDY OF ERRORS (June 12–July 1) and HAMLET (August 7–September 2); Anton Chekhov’s THE THREE SISTERS (July 10–29); Molière’s TARTUFFE (September 11–30); Arthur Miller’s THE CRUCIBLE (October 23–November 18); and the musical THE FANTASTICKS (December 4–30) by Harvey Schmidt and Tom Jones.


The Festival’s intimate 308-seat F.M. Kirby Shakespeare Theatre is fully accessible to all, with wheelchair seating available in both the orchestra and balcony sections. Infrared hearing devices are available free of charge at all performances. Large print and Braille programs are available upon request. 


Funding for New Jersey Shakespeare Festival, a not-for-profit organization, is provided in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/Department of State, a Partner Agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, as well as contributions from many corporations, foundations, businesses and individuals. American Airlines is the official airline of the New Jersey Shakespeare Festival. Flying Fish Brewery is the official brewery of the Festival’s 2001 Season.
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