
Webster Village I Dedication
HFHNCC Dedicates 5 New Homes

Nervous smiles and warm hugs 
complemented a sunny and warm 
fall day in mid-October as five new 
homeowners accepted the keys to 
houses they helped build. On Friday, 
October 17, new neighbors Juan-
ita Gonzales, Nyeesha Ringgold, 
Deanna Collazo, Andrea Thomas 
and Linda Evans stood alongside 
friends, family and local sponsors 
during the dedication ceremony for 
Habitat for Humanity of New Castle 
County’s Webster Village I dedica-
tion ceremony. 

The midday event featured a ribbon 
cutting signaling the completion of 
the first five of nine homes in the 
Webster Village development. The 
last four remain under construction and will be completed in Janaury 2007. The five new 
houses bring Habitat’s total number of homes built to 135 since 1986, and 51 in the 11th Street 
Bridge neighborhood, which is located in the northeast part of Wilmington.  

Kevin L. Smith, Habitat’s Executive Director, spoke of Habitat’s emphasis on homeownership 
and community stability. “Our plans include helping hard-working families to achieve the 
American dream, and to help existing neighborhoods become better places to live. We take 
out blighted properties, build new homes and increase the homeownership rate in some of the 
poorest neighborhoods around New Castle County.”

 Continued on page 3...
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Turn your Old car 
into a Nice car

New homeowner Nyeehsa Ringgold receives her house keys 
from Tim Crawl-Bey, Director of Real Estate & Housing, City 

of Wilmington.



Letter from the Executive Director
The elections are finally over and we have seen history made on several fronts. Of 
course, we are all aware of the historic nature of President-Elect Barack Obama’s 
achievement, but were you aware of the historic nature of his campaign’s fund rais-
ing?  The Obama campaign raised almost $64 million, 91% from individuals. More 
than 3 million people donated, many of whom donated a mere $25, and even more 
who donated for the first time.

I bring this up not to continue to talk about politics, but to highlight the power of 
giving and how that single act can affect change. Even during these difficult and un-
certain economic times, we can choose to give. Together we can resist the temptation 
to pull back in self-isolation and fear.  

I have heard in different contexts: “I pulled myself up by my bootstraps, why don’t 
they?” To that I say, first you must have bootstraps. And that is what your giving is 
doing – giving these families the vehicle or the ‘bootstraps’ to pull themselves up from 
where they have been. Your gift also allows them to focus on where they are going. 

Not lookling for a handout, they give as well. They do so through the giving of “sweat 
equity” on their house and their neighbors’ house, through hours of financial and ho-
meownership counseling, and finally through home and construction maintenance 
training.

We at Habitat for Humanity of New Castle County hope you will consider the thou-
sands of working families who are even more vulnerable, now, more than ever be-
fore.  Your donation, no matter the size, multiplied by the gifts of others, will ensure 
a simple, decent home and an affordable mortgage payment for hard-working, low-
income families. This is the kind of real change your giving here at home can affect.

No matter what your vote was this election, we are all challenged to give in the face of 
hard times, to hope in the face of fear and to participate in making this great country 
of ours all it can be.  By now you should have received our Annual End of Year Appeal. 
We ask that you vote for hope, and homes, and family with your gifts this holiday.  

Have a Blessed Holiday Season,

Kevin	
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“Give freely and spontaneously. Don’t have a stingy heart. The 

way you handle matters like this triggers God, your God’s, bless-

ing in everything you do, all your work and ventures. There are 

always going to be poor and needy people among you. So I com-

mand you: Always be generous, open purse and hands, give to 

your neighbors in trouble, your poor and hurting neighbors.”  

     Deuteronomy 15:10-11, Eugene Peterson’s The Message



Kicking off the event with a musical 
selection, Seeds of Greatness Gospel 
Ministries lifted attendees’ spirits. The 
dedication also highlighted the hard 
work of the homeowners, volunteers and 
project sponsors. Those sponsors in at-
tendance included Federal Home Loan 
Bank (FHLB) of Pittsburgh, Wilmington 
Housing Partnership, JPMorgan Chase 
Foundation, Thrivent Builds (along with 
their community of local churches), and 
Westminster Presbyterian Church.

Councilwoman Stephanie Bolden, rep-
resenting the City’s 3rd district, was on 
hand to welcome the soon-to-be hom-
eowners to the neighborhood. Sponsors 
like Federal Home Loan Bank’s Dave 
Buches offered sage advice for new hom-
eowner Juanita Gonzalez.

“First-time homeownership is a signifi-
cant event in the life of any family,” said 
Buches, FHLB’s Community Investment 
Manager. “Studies show that homeown-
ership creates more wealth for families, 
leads to greater family stability, improved 
performance by kids in school and pride 
in neighborhoods. We congratulate you 

on your new home and wish you all the 
best.”

Local clergy blessed the homes before at-
tendees went inside for a tour. In other 
Webster Village news, the Home Dedica-
tion ceremony for the final four homes, 
known as Webster Village II, is tenta-
tively scheduled for January 16, 2009 at 
11 a.m. The remaining four homes were 
part of the Home Builder’s Association of 
Delaware Blitz Build, allowing HFHNCC 
to complete the homes by the end of the 
year. 

Even though, the Habitat for Humanity ReStore has 
moved, our mission is the same: to provide dis-
counted home improvement and renovation sup-
plies, with proceeds benefiting Habitat for Human-
ity’s building operations. 

The ReStore recently hired a new part-time cashier-
Wayne Reed. He will assist Manager Joe Robertson 
and ReStore volunteers in ringing up customer pur-
chases, but also in sorting and organizing merchan-
dise as well as other small tasks around the store.

In January look for our local Chamber of Com-
merce’s publications as they will feature small ads 
promoting the ReStore. Both the New Castle Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce and the Delaware State 
Chamber of Commerce will print periodicals in early January. 

Habitat ReStore  	
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Webster Village I Dedication
(Continued from page 1)

NEW Location!
NOW OPEN Tuesday - Saturday

9 AM - 2 PM

320 Cornell Drive, Ste. C2
Wilmington, DE 19801
www.habitatncc.org/restore

“Studies show that homeown-

ership creates more wealth for 

families, leads to greater family 

stability, improved performance 

by kids in school and pride in 

neighborhoods.” 

-Dave Buches, FHLB Pittsburgh 

Now Open Tuesday - Saturday!

Webster Village 
Phase II (left) 
will be com-

pleted by early 
January 2009.

The Home 
Dedication will 

be held
January 16, 

2009.



It seems like only yesterday that Habitat 
for Humanity of New Castle County cele-
brated the groundbreaking at Miller’s Row, 
a seven house development at 22nd and 
Lamotte Streets in Wilmington. But as of 
early December, the development is under 
roof, installation is being put in, plumb-
ing and HVAC, and electrical work taking 
place. On the exterior, brick masons have 
completed the Lamotte Street side. 

History
Miller’s Row is also part of the Greater 
Brandywine Village district, one of several 
historic districts in the city. The develop-
ment is scheduled to be completed by 
the end of March 2009. Before HFH, the 
site consisted of 10 boarded and vacant 
homes  

Sponsors
Miller’s Row was made possible by the 
generous contributions of many valued 
sponsors. Bank of America contributed 
$150,000 toward the development, as well 
as a regular group of volunteers to the 
work-site.  Hilb Rogal & Hobbs, (Zutz In-
surance), is a new partner with HFHNCC, 
and also a Habitat for Humanity Interna-
tional sponsor. Their contribution to Mill-
er’s Row includes a house sponsorship and 
volunteer support from Zutz Insurance.

Miller’s Row was also sponsored by the 
Federal Home Loan Bank of Pittsburgh, 

who is a long-time supporter of our local 
affiliate.  Their contribution was secured 
through cooperation between the FHLB 
and member bank Wilmington Trust.  

Additionally, HFHNCC has partnered 
with Greater Brandywine Village Revi-
talization, Inc. (GBVR), whose goal is to 
improve the quality of life in the greater 
Brandywine Village area by developing 
and implementing a plan for the improve-
ment of safety, housing conditions, trans-
portation, economic development, and 
historical preservation. 

They also work to coordinate the efforts 
of various civic and governmental orga-
nizations in revi-
talizing North 
Market Street 
and the Great-
er Brandywine 
Village area. 
Since Miller’s 
Row is part 
of this plan, 
the partner-
ship includes 
HFHNCC, the 
City of Wilm-
ington, and the 
GBVR project. 

As part of their 
continuing ef-

forts to create beautiful spaces for current 
and future residents, Delaware Center 
of Horticulture developed a new park in 
the Miller’s Row area, intended for use by 
neighborhood residents.  

These other crucial sponsors of the Mill-
er’s Row project are DuPont ($100,000), 
CitiGroup, who donated $70,000, and 
JPMorgan Chase ($50,000). Additional 
Valued Sponsors include Nuclear Electric 
Insurance, Youth United Schools, and  
Citizens Bank, Deutsch Bank & Trust 
Company-Delaware, AstraZeneca; as 
well as Landmark Engineering and J & L 
Building Supply who donated materials 
In-Kind and/or Services.

Neighborhood Assistance Act	            

Miller’s Row, 22nd & Lamotte Streets
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Looking for a way to help 
your community?  

Unsure of how to go
about it?

Delaware State Housing Authority has 
implemented a program called the Neigh-
borhood Assistance Act, which provdes 
an opportunity for businesses and indi-
viduals to receive a generous credit on 

their Delaware income tases in exchange 
for their support of qualified nonprofit 
organizations of their choice.

This program is a great way to support 
your neighborhood, support Habitat for 
Humanity of New Castle County, and get 
a tax credit at the same time.

Minimum investment amounts are 
$10,000 for businesses and $5,000 for 
individuals.  Contributions can be in the 
form of goods or services, or they can be 

direct financial contributions.

Participating tax payers are eligible for 
a tax credit of up to 50% of the value of 
their contribution.  The maximum con-
tribution is $200,000.

For more information, visit 
www.destatehousing.com, contact Lisa 
McCloskey at lisam@destatehousing.com, 
or call 302-739-4263 or contact Kevin L. 
Smih at 302-652-0365, ext. 101; klsmith@
habitatncc.org.

Miller’s Row Now Under Roof	            

Miller’s Row, Winter 2008



Neighborhood Assistance Act	            

A new report highlighting how “out of 
reach” rental units are for low income 
families further highlights the need for af-
fordable housing that Habitat for Human-
ity of NCC can provide. 

The report, “Out of Reach 2007-2008,” was 
jointly released by the National Low In-
come Housing Coalition (NLIHC), a Wash-
ington, DC-based housing advocacy group, 
and the Delaware Housing Coalition. 

“Out of Reach” provides the Housing Wage 
and related data for every state, metropoli-
tan area and county in the country. 
Looking at Delaware, the report, points out 
that the Housing Wage for Delaware—the 
hourly wage a family must earn working 
40 hours a week, 52 weeks a year-- is now 
$16.61. Translated, this means the average 
low-income earner in Delaware will need 
to earn $34,542 annually in order to afford 
rent and utilities. This is a 35% increase 
since 2000.

However, the typical renter in Delaware 
earns $15.23, a $1.38 below what is needed 
to afford a modest unit. An estimated 47% 
of renters in Delaware do not earn enough 
income to afford a two-bedroom unit at the 
Fair Market Rent. 

And in tough economic times like this, our 
lowest income earners are struggling even 
more. 

Statistics like this remind us how impor-
tant a role Habitat NCC plays in helping 
our friends and neighbors in need of 
affordable housing. To our valued support-
ers, we thank you for donating your time 
and your financial assistance. 

If you or someone you know would like to 
help Habitat conitnue to provide simple, 
decent, affordable housing please make 
your donation by mail or through our on-
line, secure webite at www.habitatncc.org.

Housing Report:
Rental Housing “Out of Reach”

Keep an eye on your inboxes! Habitat for Humanity of New 
Castle County will be planning a groundbreaking ceremony 
for the final 10 homes on Thatcher St. in Wilmington, known 
as Greenbridge II, part of the 11th Street Bridge community. 
The foundations for the Greenbridge II homes were set in 
November and the site opened for volunteers on December 2. 

By the time Greenbridge II is completed—likely the Fall of 
2009—Habitat will have completed 61 homes in this com-
munity to date, including eight newly-completed town 
homes on N. Heald Street in Northeast Wilmington, known 
as Greenbridge I. The Greenbridge I homes are located di-
rectly behind the Greenbridge II development. Other Habitat 
homes in that community include the Webster Village devel-
opment on 14th and 15th Streets at N. Heald in Wilmington. 

For the Greenbridge project, Habitat partnered with the 
state of Delaware’s Department of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Control (DNREC), implementing their 
Brownfields Program, which partners with organizations to 
clean up and develop unsafe, contaminated sites. For DN-

REC’s part, the department revitalized the Greenbridge site 
by removing all the top two feet of contaminanted soil prior 
to construction.  James Werner, director of DNREC’s Divi-
sion of Air & Waste Management, recently said, “Habitat for 
Humanity is perhaps our most valued partner in Brown-
fields development. They are firing on all cylinders in line 
with our policy for environmental cleanup investments: 
affordable housing, smart growth, and energy efficiency.” 
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Greenbridge II Breaks Ground           

Picture of Greenbridge I, completed

Volunteer Update
Now that you 
have the time, 
what will you do? 

Most of our Regular volunteers 

on the constructiuon site con-

sists of dedicated retirees who 

enjoy giving back to the commu-

nity. Come out and join them by 

signing up through our website 

w w w . h a b i t a t n c c . o r g /

volunteer or by calling 

302-652-0365, ext. 108.
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MaryLee Maddox, five year home- 
owner at E. 35th Street in 

Wilmington

Five years ago everything changed 
for MaryLee Maddox—she fi-
nally gained that sense of security 
she had been missing for so long. 

“Before I was paying very, very 
high rent. Now, even if something 
were to happen to me financially, 
I know I could still pay the mort-
gage and things like the electric 
bills because it’s all affordable.”

Since becoming a homeowner, MaryLee has earned 
an Associates degree and is working on additional 

credits for Early Child-
hood Education. She 
now runs a small day 
care from her home. 

MaryLee moved into her 
house with her grand-
children who were happy 
to have a backyard and 
their own room. They 

have since 
moved out.

“The future 
looks good for 
me. I’m getting 
up there in age 

and I don’t have to wonder what my living arrangements 
will be like. And I can still continue my education.”

A Gift Today Builds a Better Tomorrow 
Habitat families build more than a home; they build a future.  Homeownership provides stability, equity, 
and a secure foundation for tomorrow.  Habitat homeowners see a tangible difference in their lives as a result of be-
ing homeowners. Reported in a recent survey of Habitat homeowners:

•   66%  of homeowner children school work/grades have improved;
•   83%  of families have seen a positive change since moving into their homes;
•   52%  of families reported their spouse’s education level has increased.

Please consider a gift to our Annual Fund to help families in need build a home today, and a better tomorrow!

 Yes,  I would like to help a family build a better tomorrow! My check made payable to HFHNCC is enclosed:

       $5,000         $2,500        $1,000         $500         $250         $100        $ ______

Please charge $ 		    to my VISA/MC # 						        EXP: ______	

Name:  													           

Address:  													           
	 	
Phone:  			     Email:			           Please contact me, I have other thoughts to share.

In Their 
  Own Words

“What I like about Habitat is that not only does it 
give me a feeling of relief, but it gives my family 

relief knowing I’m taken care of.”

HFHNCC  gratefully acknowledges the support of our many donors!
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$100,000 & Above

Bank of America
DuPont
ING DIRECT

$25,000- $74,999

Anonymous
Deutsche Bank Trust Co. of DE
Habitat for Humanity Int’l
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, 
	 NCC Chapter
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Wilmington Housing Partnership

$15,000-$24,999

Bank of America Foundation
CitiGroup Foundation
Delmarva Power
Patterson-Schwartz Foundation
Shone Lumber

$10,000-$14,999

Astra Zeneca, LP
Richard P. & Susan G. Charter
	 Char. Rem. Trust
Christopher Family
Richard & Catherine Julian
Nuclear Electric Insurance, Ltd.
The State of Delaware 
William & Phyllis Shone

$5,000- $9,999

Anonymous
Citizen’s Bank
Patti F. Collette
Delmarva Power
The Gilliam Foundation
Lowe’s
Newark UMC
St. Andrew’s School
St. Anne’s Episcopal Church
Southern Congregational Church

W. L. Gore & Associates, Inc.

$2,500- $4,999
Archmere Academy
Bethel A.M.E. Church
Blanchard Family Foundation
Brandywine Rotary Club
Brookside Community Church
Concordia Lutheran Church
Delmarva Power
Joan Sharp & Pradeep Gupta
Milton and Hattie Kutz Foundation
New Castle County
Pepper Hamilton
Tower Hill School
United Way of Delaware
Weston & Sarah Dinsel

$1,000-$2,499

AI DuPont High School
George P. & Gail Beer
Boston College
Brandywine Valley Baptist Church
Bux Mont Christian Church
Charter School of Wilmington
Connection Community Church
Cornerstone United Methodist Church
Curry College
Diane & Harry Levin Foundation
Drywall Associates
Friends School
T. Mark Hanrahan
Steve & Stephanie Hummel
Mr. & Mrs. Francis R. Julian
Lf, LLC
Lynn Kiehl
Nason Construction, Inc.
Joe Pasquarella
PNC Foundation
Presbyterian Church of the Covenant
Principal Financial Group
Putnam Development
Tom Riccio
Sanford School
Souhegan High School
MaryAnn & Jeremy Tuschak
United Way of Southeastern PA
Unity Construction
Women of Westminster 
Ed Woolard

$500-$999

Bath, Kitchen & Tile Supply Co.

Brandywine Valley Baptist Church
CCS
Christ Church Christiana Hundred
Christiana Bank
Mark Deshon
Elmira College
Holly Fleming
Martin A. & Eileen Giordano
Grace United Methodist Church
Pamela Green
Sue Grimes
Herr Foods, Inc.
Celia & John Huber
Jeff & Janet Kline
Limestone Presbyterian Church
Wayne & Barbara McKee
Alan Palmer
Lora Seddon
Kevin & Diane Smith
St. George’s United Methodist Church
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
Starbucks Corporation
Peg Tigue
Alex Wise

In-Kind Materials and/or Services

Accent Office Furniture
Michael Alvares
Always the Garden Nursery
Lauren Anderson
Carmel & Chuck Anerino
Annie-Prue
Arbonne International
Archmere Academy
Back Burner Restaurant
Barclays
Leslie Barr
Mary Pat Barton
Ray Baxter
Bear-Glascow Family YMCA
John Behornar
Deborah Beville
Ray Birmingham
Blackrock
Mark Blackwell
Body Visions Fitness Center
Leonard Bordzol
Bowlerama
Boyds Flowers
Brandywine Country Club
Brandywine Valley Baptist Church
Brandywine YMCA
David Brock
Charles Brogan
Orion Brown
Susan Butler
Cafe Gelato
Carmellia Cottage
Richard Carcanague
Larry Carson Restaurante Mona Lisa
Cathedral of Fresh Fire
Celebrity Kitchens
Cathy Cessna
Chartiy Villas
Ciao Pizza
Marie Clause
Clean Earth
Alexine Cloonan
ClutterOrganizers.com

HFHNCC  gratefully acknowledges the support of our many donors!
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Return Services Requested

In-Kind Cont.
Eleanor Dooley
Larry Dougherty
Richard & Janina 
    Douglas
Ford Draper, III
Duffield Associates
James Dukart
DuPont Hospitality
DuPont Teflon 
     Finishes
Lucille Duszak
Dennis Earls
Majorie Elzey
Engler’s Design Image
Patricia Ennis
Boss Enterprises
ERCO Ceilings, Blinds 
     & Floors
Beth Erisman
Mark Fahey
Faith Baptist Church
Fast Frame
Brenda & Jeff Ferris
David & Eileen 
     Feustez
Holly Fleming
Everett R. Forsman
Frame Maker
Francisco Brick/Builders
Friends Meeting House
Gallagher & Gallagher
Dawn Gallucio
Charles Garisch
Harvey Garvine
Chicco Gianni

Augusta Gladd
Joe Gorace
Grand Opera House
William Grayson
John Greenhill
Richard Griffiths
Grotto Pizza
Group Three, Inc.
David Haley
Hardcastle Gallery
Shakti Harris
Richard Hartley
Hollens Head
Heaven and Health
    Massage Therapy
Darren Henderson
Herbert Studios
Karen Hinman
Robert J. Hitchens Jr.
Peter T. Ho
Irvin Hollingsworth
Homsey Architects
Horizon Helicopters
Roger Hoyt
Pam Hugelen & Clem 
     Padin
Brian & Rosalie 
     Humphrey
Christopher Hunt
ING Direct
Vickie & Bill Innes
Iron Hill Brewery
David Jackson
Linda Jackson
Michael Jackson
Sarah Jasinski

Philip Jennings
Si Johnson
John C. Jones
Tom Judson
Karate USA
Carol Kipp
Jeff & Janet Kline
W. F. Lahvis
Jason Landis
Landmark Engineering
Laura Novak
     Photography
Chad Laurence
Victor Legat
Leslie Kipp
     Photography
Andrew Light
Michelle Lilly
Kary Littleton
Darrell Long
Dawn Longfellow
Longwood Gardens
Stella Lotierzo
Lowe’s
Lisa Lucas
Arleen Lyons
Bob MacIntosh
Stacey Maniatis
James & Diane
     Maravelias
Steven Marcus
Mary Kate McKenna
Lee McKinney
Richard Meier
Keva Mendola
Mid Atlantic Grand Prix

Mikimotos Sushi Bar
Diane Miller
Lawrence Miller
MilliCare
Michael Monnossey
George & Anita Moyer
Susan Mulrooney
NCC Government
Necessary Luxury 
     Massage Therapy 
Newark Toyota
John Oscar
Kim & James Palmer
Panera Bread
Papa’s Pastery Shop
Stacie Parfait
Kendra & Andrew Parlock
George & Sylvia Patterson
Pepsi Bottling Co.
Rick Perkins
Kate Peter
Philadelphia Phantoms
Renee Pietropolo
Ed Pirog
Pizza by Elizabeth
John Pomije
Presbyterian Church of 
    Our Savior
Cindy Price
Frank Pullella
Pure Yoga
Kathy Quinn
Cynthia Ramsay
Michael Rasmussen
Restaurante Mona Lisa
Regal Entertainment     

      Group
W. R. Richmond
Robbins Diamonds
Eric Robinson
Sherrie Robinson
Rodney Robinson 
     Landscape Architects,               	
      Inc.
Rodrick Moore 
     Photography
Candace Roseo
S S Peter & Paul Church
Jim Sanderson
Anthony P. Scannell
Michael & Pat 
     SchierBaum
Schneider Trailer &
    Container Rental, Inc
James Schnell
Margaret Shepperd
Amy Shew
Carole & Jacob Shew
James Siesa
Lisa Sinclar
Juliana Smith
Wayne Smith
SmartVENT Foundation 
Flood Vents/V&J Doors
Joseph Sommers
Karen Spring
Robert Spring
Stanley Builders, Inc
Andrew Stewart
Robin Stump
Frances Taccone
Rick Taylor

Steve Tedeschi
The Enchanted Owl
The Estate of Vincent
     L. Jones
The Headquarters Salon
The Kimmel Center
The Melting Pot
The Philadelphia Eagles
Barbara Theiss
Norman Tipton
Cheryl Titcher
Debbie Tompchick
Beth Topiol
Trader Joe’s
Marie Vacca
Monica Vacca
Valero Energy Co.
Larry van Dewsen
Jeff Vaughan
Paul VerNooy
W.J.W. Products
Elizabeth Wacker
Walnut Street YMCA
Paul & Andrea Warwick
Debbie Waugh
Wavelengths Styling   
     Studio
Clayton Wesley
Ray Wilber
Greg Wiliams
Michael & Sharon Willis
Jennie Witkin
Wohlsen Construction
Philip Woolworth
John Wozniak
Zone Fitness


