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Carsick Cars are
1Ick of Cars & Back in Asia

THE BEIJING TRIO
TALK TO YING LO
ABOUT TOURING
THE WORLD AND

ANSWERING
DUMB QUESTIONS
ABOUT CHINESE
POLITICS

riving across the US and
Canada for four months
straight is enough to make
just about anyone carsick. Even a
band like the Carsick Cars. And they're
nowhere near stopping. Having just
finished North America, the Beijing-
based indie trio are back in Asia
promoting their new album 3, starting
in Hong Kong's Hidden Agenda with
locally-loved HK band The Yours.
Arriving in Hong Kong only a few
hours before the show the band goes
straight through their warm-ups and
spend the rest of their time before the
show being interviewed. We head to a
restaurant so they can get some food
beforehand, and as we walk over the
Carsick Car boys explain how they
were simply sick of, well, driving. And
more importantly, Zhang Shouwang
explains that to his dismay, "since we
started our American tour, I've had
nowhere to cut my hair.”
"We
through US and Canada so we didn't

travelled long distances
have much time to stop between
shows. It's better now we're back in
China. I have a bit of time to hang
out and walk around,” says front man
Zhang Shouwang, whose calm and
collected aura has a way of making his
responses to questions look skillful. His
English is pretty good and as a result,
can be found doing most of the talking
in almost every interview conducted.
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The lead vocalist and guitarist started
the band with Li Weisi and Li Qing
(from Snapline) and after the two left,
recruited Ben Ben (of Boyz and Girls)
and bassist He Fan to continue. Ben
Ben left and Sun Heting, aka Monkey,
took her place on the drums.

To say that the Carsick Cars hasn't
received their share of fame would
The
band has toured Europe with Sonic

be a gross understatement.

Youth and have been on the bills of
top-notch music festivals across the
world— multiple SXSWs in Austin, All
Tomorrow's Parties in London and
the list goes on. They've been covered
by all the big Western media outlets:
The New York Times called the band's
sound “nervy, consonant euphoria,”
and Rolling Stone described them as
one of the best bands from China.

‘So many people
interested in China and are always

seem SO

asking us about politics, which if
you think about it, is actually kind of
funny. You don't hear anyone asking
musicians their
says "We're
getting pretty tired of everyone

Germans about

government,” Zhang.
asking us about the politics in China.
It's like we're Chinese so we have to
talk about China in our songs. I think
they have some sort of idea what our
life and political situation is like but
there are some stereotypes of Western
thinking about the Chinese. "

The band has even been asked
to play everything from classical
Chinese instruments to traditional
Mongolian music. As Zhang puts it,
"We're Chinese, we don' live in wild

mountains or anything. We're from

Beijing and Shanghai and other big

cities, our life is not all that different.”
Simply put, the band doesn't

want to see their music as a polemic

weapon. ‘T think rock and roll is
international,” says Zhang. “We're
Chinese, things we write about

and play are obviously going to
be influenced by that but I dont
think including traditional Chinese
instruments or Beijing opera is going
to make us more Chinese-sounding.”

This isn't for lack of love for China,
however. Underground music and
alternative culture has been sprouting
in different areas of China, with Beijing
at the center. "Almost every musician
[ know has at least two side projects.
They have so many different ideas
and projects to play around with. I
think that's why the Beijing scene is so

Fang Zhou



ALMOST EVERY
MUSICIAN
[ KNOW [IN

BEIJING] HAS

TWO SIDE
PROJECTS."

exciting now, because everyone is just
working on so many different things
and collaborating with each other.”
“Sometimes a bunch of different
musicians from different bands will get
together and just jam,” He Fan adds.
Zhang's side project White+ plays with
experimental, electronic sounds and
Monkey hails from the experimental
noise rock band Chaos. He Fan's
band Birdstriking, was hailed by CNN

as one of the pioneers of Chinese
underground youth and his other
band, Deathly Cradle Death, also
played at SXSW 2012.

“All the big cities in China have so
much going on right now. Shanghai
has a huge party scene and some very
dramatic rock n’ roll, whereas Beijing
is just straight rock and roll. Wuhan is
very punk and Guangzhou has some
good post-rock bands as well as a
lot of reggae bands getting big,” says
Zhang and the other members agree.

The band seems happy to be back
in China. But the boys agreed that
their favourite city was New York. "We
saw the Lady Gaga show," says He Fan
with Monkey nodding enthusiastically.
Zhang explains, "She played in a pretty
small venue, so we got to see her up
close. She was awesome.” [ ask if they
had the chance to meet, but Zhang
laughs and tells me, "Nah, she’s like an
ultra-celebrity.”
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