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Artists We Love: Maria Cienfuegos 
 

Travelers on our people-to-people Cuba programs sometimes visit the Miramar 
home of visual artist Maria Cienfuegos, where she showcases her work as well as 
that of other young artists.  Her artist-run cooperative, dubbed Studio 7 y 60 (or 
Septima Y Sesenta), has existed since 2010, when Maria and three collaborators 
decided to use her family’s apartment as a venue to present their creations 
directly to the public. 

Much of Maria’s art explores the concept of 
memory. On her website, Maria, who has a background in biology as well as art, 
writes: “I approach my work from the hybrid sensitivity that arises from the 
mutual influence of art and science. My photographs emerge from the 
counterbalance between these two forms of operation, which I regard as 
complementary. Within this dynamic I am interested in the 
social/anthropological processes which traverse the categories of thought and 
image. It is my personal quest to go inside spaces of remembrance and 
forgetfulness. Photography is my way of not only adding and revealing layers to 
the process of reminiscence; but also of participating in this cryptic 
accumulation.” 

https://arrangementsabroad.wordpress.com/2016/12/21/artists-we-love-maria-cienfuegos/
https://arrangementsabroad.wordpress.com/2016/12/21/artists-we-love-maria-cienfuegos/


On a recent journey to Havana, we captured these images of the artist and her 
studio space. Find out more about her artist-run space, Studio 7 y 60, here. You 
can also read an article about the studio on Cuban Art News. 
 
To find out more about Academic Arrangements Abroad, one of the pioneers in 
offering legal travel to Cuba, visit our website. Since 1999, we have helped 
thousands of Americans discover the rich history and culture of this once-
inaccessible nation. 
 
Our president, Jim Friedlander, who has traveled to Cuba more than 50 times, 
has also created the Havana Heritage Foundation, which is dedicated to 
protecting and preserving the architecture and culture of Havana.  For more 
information or to make a tax-deductible contribution, click here. 
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