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Kaiser Permanente Invests in Solar Power

By KRISTINA SHEVORY
Recurrent Energy An artist’s rendering of a solar installation atop existing parking garages at the Kaiser Permanente Santa Clara Medical Center.

Kaiser Permanente, the biggest nonprofit health maintenance organization in the country, is going solar.

Recurrent Energy, a San Francisco solar power company, will install solar power systems on 15 of Kaiser’s hospitals, offices and other facilities across California by summer  2011, the two companies said Tuesday.

The installation represents 15 megawatts of energy, or 10 percent of the power Kaiser uses at these sites. It probably  is the biggest installation of solar power projects at any health care system in the country, according to Kaiser Permanente.

“We’re very confident that this is the right thing to do. This is the first wave of our sustained engagement with renewable sources,” said John Kouletsis, Kaiser’s director for strategy, planning and design.

The solar power systems will help the HMO meet its self-imposed goal of obtaining 25 percent of its power from renewable sources by 2020.

Recurrent will own, operate and install the solar systems and sell back the power to Kaiser through 20-year purchase agreements. Kaiser expects to pay Recurrent $95.6 million, or the amount  it would have paid for power from the grid. Given volatile energy prices, Mr. Kouletsis expects Kaiser will save money over the life of the agreement.

Two years ago, Kaiser installed a small array of solar panels at its Modesto Medical Center, and the success of that project prompted the company to start its latest project.
