


A GUY WALKS INTO A BAR
(AND SAYS, "MAKE ME A DRINK'')
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INFLUENCED BY MARKET INCREDIENTS AND SEASONAL

WITH TAIII)R-MADD DRINKS. KARA NEWMAN REPORTS,

A trio oi mlx. odt.lh lod lil J.p.[& Sras{le3 6en Yiminolo. fdn |.ft: r.d or.rry (tud{t n0ddhn
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(h.rv toniler.nd Rain vodl.). Photo by chfttolhs vlllano.

Meanwhilc, at Eleven Madison Park in Manhattan, "Bar-

tender's Choice" is highlighted on the cocktailnenu. and hcad

ba.tcnderLeo Robitschek estimates that accounts for ro per

ccnr ofdrink ordcrs. "On the menu, we have a goumand's cbef
tasting," Robitshek explains. "Adding Bartender\ Choice ms a
naturai evolution-" The oprion is only availablc ar the bar, sincc
it involves a good de,l ofcustoner intc.action, p.obing for prcf

erences about th€ spirit to us€. sweetness level, ud tcxture.IIe

u5ually starts with a parti.ular co.ktail in mind, and th€n tai

However, Robitschek conc€des that the bespoke concept
won r wo.k in cacry restaurant. " lt could b€ a hindrrnce if people

arcn t prcpared," he mrns. "Norhing's worse than ifsoneon€ asks

Bdkecpl whimsy OffJhe<uff .ocktarling. Dearers
choice. Brtender's choice. Bespoke bevcrages. Cock-
tail ,zdda. Call it *hai you will At a growing number
(,fbrs and restaura.ts. bancndcr rc encouraging pa
tro.s to go off-mcnu. /^e@e r7 t ze, rhey murmur s€
<luctivcly.Iixlt ne. IYl crettte tbe ptf{t diintfu ttu.

.Ozatara mcans 'pleasc take care of me,'" trans
lircs Jereny Adler. gcncral manager at New Yo.k
(liry's ENJapan€se B.asse.ie.The concept is famil-
,Jr tl' strshi aficionados tho sushichefis cntrustcd
{uh sclectingthc f.cshcst fish, setting thc mcnu and

l l r r , l  l , r l | rnt l (  r  Gen Yamamoto a ' l  'Fu, l  r  vmr
..,r ippn)ach n) crcating ()makasc (irktails ior IlN,
: tlight o I cvcrchanging scasonal cockrails, which he
lerehpcd "to cncouragc pcoplc to try morc llavors.
;)!pcnding on mrrkct availability and Yamamobls
i,..rcrbn, gucsrs may bc rrcarcd tu a flighr oithrcc
: ,m.rro cocktails, or a spcct.um offruh, and savory
' , . t* .urha'krwr. ' t ruwhcr.y.dnd, i r ikonrudi .h.

lllrhe drinksarc hiJf rhc sizc of,standard r{un.c
.lriil and rangc from S6 to $8 cach, dcpcnding on

-!.it p(icc.'lhe ondtute program started inJunc and
. . 'nilucrcd only at the bar.

ln,nicallla,ust as cocktailmcnus hrvc bccomc an
iir{r! standard, ir\ bccome a knowlcdgeablcwink
r- {1g \dvry imbibcrs ro ask rhc barrender ro stray

-\\'c dont havc a 'bartcndc.'s choicc' option or
'-. mcnu, but we're always willing to go off menu,"

i. - Jcff'cy Morgenthaler, bar mrnager at Clyde
t ommo' in Porrland, Oregon. He estimates thdt
. :. i( rnr of drink ordcrs are dealer\ choicc affais.

\dildrl), at The Vanderbilt in Brooklvn, \(\ \iJ.k. its
r : .\plicit, "but it! a request I get evrrv shiri. b.rr nrrnrg
,- arian F'loyd says. In addition to six cockrill\ h{rd ,,n ihr
:.r!. hc runswhar he calls"vcrbal spcciali c\.r\ dr\.br'r,I(,n
- : .  f ,u l tor inspirar ionfromrheki tchcn l i , r r r rn l l t .  i , r .L l l r

- , : .d l rpplccidcrnolasscswas nade int . r r  \ \ rup Jn( l  r i l i t r i l
' ":,.kc\i house made ginge. ale, and a-Usp,t l),rr.a

i futcv$ Floyd.hooses as his verb.i spc(,J rfnri. n,lr rh(
. 

-ilcr 
ri the bal on any given eveni.g. lti c\rn lt.,,nc r,lfu$

- - .  : . .ntu(,us.€guhis:" Ihavepeople{ho(( ,m(, . , . .1,1 l i t r \

-  J lh(r ju\ tsair iormctupura' l r r r '  r '  n

r (xn)^!rs l4Nr.^kvtrr iBkl  akY20|



Lt

€rL

r'1rt rdqaill|aldmaketofl_menud(ltalB, ru(i $I
l.rcnv Adld ind 6en Ytn.molo (oddk d tt6 {llh tliqhlr ot ro$nilmdtaik tl tli hDtile BDs{re ph'l!:' " 

'::'r

onc okt! rcd. {hkh induds PlYmoulh q ln, apebl Punt 0 li6 and hmon pe! cdnish 9hol0 bv Dd id Rea md

L.hft(n(ltr\ choicc,rnrlv('u (l,n't hivc somcthmgir Your b'8

oftricks. l hvc rn rrscnal r)f potcntiil (o'k m ils hc!rhi56''tr(l

t ikcpxrr iculrrnotci f  t ixr l iso( lc 'c( l  V'unccr lnrknowho*tr)

l ,x l . in.  hr  J x l r r ' , t r  
' (  

hnt*  ,u{  |u l rhrqn' l { r r rnr

Somc mixologists s.v thc intcn\c give rn(l-tal{c ot 
'rc!t'rg

bopokc .o(ktrils (xn bc .hdllrnging (luring [,t|rticul'rh b'rsv

r incs.  l lut  t r ic  Alper in, l , i r tcnr l ( '  rnr l (o owncr of ' Ihe Var

nish in li,\ r\n8.lcs, $hcrc roughlv halfof thc d'ink orrltrs rfu

gcn.rxtc(l b! I't'rtcn(lcr\ (hoicc, {lis'grccs

"-l hc l,rrtcnrlcr'schorce is ibour mt&ing it crsi$ li)f tht btr

ren, l r r ( lumgbu\ l t imc\,"Alpcr in 'msc\ ' ' l f l { 'u ' 'cnrkin$sxot
thc \ rm( k in(1,) f  , l r ink,voucaousc'nostoirhc {mc nrg'c( l icnt \

rn(liu\t nlcrk rt.lt crn b. a lilJtriting cxP'ricncc " In li(t tdcc(l

$,th i vdcillrting (ulnrmcr, Puttingthc (lccisn)n in rhc h'ods ot

rh. nrixologi\t "cin.uke thc md.hinc nx)vc listtr'

Make me a drink asked a se ecnon or badendere to

create a cold weathef drnk lf pressed. aso specifed dark sp rts

(rye or Bolrbon) spnrt_forward, approprate to dnnl belore d''

.er Heres the r.nge of bespoke dr nks each dev sed

Mich.sl N€fi. W.rd lll Rve whrskev, a spice I'q!eur' sma I hrnt ol

c'trus ( ke orangerurce) st'red together Flamb' tdasted oranqe

Joflrey Mofg.nthaler Clvde Conmon Altumn Leaves Appe

bra.dy rve whiskev sweet vermouth strega and a dash or c n-

namon tLnct!re on the rocks wth a' orange twLrt

Leo Robits.hek Eleven I'ladbo. parkr lf vo

a ttLe nch, Btchet Brew Unrclm autlmna flavors moL€ b!

l ) I ( ( f  ,1,  : . .  l , , , , , , "  l r . i1L.  i t t r l t ,  t i twnh thcovcr i l l  icsth(:

ic { ' r  ih,  I  . , r , , (  | , i  n\ .  r , '  
"h( thrr  

rhc ( l r ink sui t \  rhc gh' '

$ (  \ r  l l , !  \ . i INL. l ,  *h, ,  h r , 'euscsrn thc chssic (o 'k t ' i l  
' i r

on.  l l . t r r1n, l ( . .  (  h, , r .  , lnnk'  tcn<l  ( )  I 'c  rhoughttul  
' i i t l  ' :

Snlr( . r^.  \1. , I ( i fL.  \c{r inr \ . (n r) thcrcl ts{ 's

: \n,nh(r , , r , tLtr  i r l \ ,  r r t , l  t  hr l lcngc: Nl 'n!  ( r l *omcrs l r t '

rhc vx,rbul . r r .  r , ,  , , f l ,  rhclr  pr t ter( 'ccs '  r \ t  N'w Ytrk ()r

. ,xkt . r l l ,  t ! (  \ \ i ( l  I  I  I .  ( .  Pn)p. ientr  Michnel  Neff t r icr l t

solvc rhr I r ,1 ' In]  L. , i ,at ingr" l lcsPokc ( l ( 'ekt i i ls"  mcnu rh-

clcrr l r  rut ln$ p, , r . r r [1 r i8(r l ient  opt i ( )ns b]  spi f l t  tcxrui l

dxvor ({^tr  $\( t  i .  f r t  ) .  \ l ) i . t ,  inr l t iu i t

''Ifs r gfub lrrg,ri trr lLtril n]iking (lcvicc\," Ncff s'vs lt\'

$rt li'r pc(' c ro l,traN {hrt thcv wMr kr s'v to use so sc cr'

translirc it 0r,)., e,{ktrll rh.rt trstes $!xl'" l{orghlv haliofi:

ters and rye Or f vo! want somethrng sour bdsed' The cortez

amont ado she(v w th c'nnamon emon a'd champdgne

Erlc Alperln The varnish Grapefrlt honev and Roufbon An

old'Fasho.ed stvLe cockt. o. the rocks lt also depends on

the weathe/ lt s d'fferent in New York than L a

G.n Yamaf,oto EN J.panese Bratserlo A 1 ght usng cltlerent

grapes, sweet potato, g nger plmpk n lt depends 
'n 

whets at

the farmeA market

Brian Floyd The vandcrbilt A llard Good_bv€: Good drv c n slcn

as Beefeater Do n Blanc vermolth Bona (a wLne based qunqu

na) to grve a nce bitter edge seryed straght !p wth a imetwst

optona: A d.sh ofA B smebv Licor ce_Nectarine Btters KN

' ,  ,  
' i , ' rh ing A, 'c\ ,  Al lcnn rrrnr I r '
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oi b.nendo/s dol(. d ntr b.hlid llf, b atIhev.nlllInbi

- 
it i t.d.n 3 llunk.

@. . 1 5 rc Senerated by thc bespoke rncnu, which can trans

- 
--- : !' jo bcspokc cocktails on a busycvenidg (lustom'

cr hvorites ale rrans$ibed onto ,n ind€x cald md k€Pt at th€ bar.

.\he. one yed in business, rhe box holds about rrt d.inks

llost.ew customeN fi rst order a drink off the cockta nenu'

\eif sq5. thenwatch someone else create abespoke drink and

8ne it a whirl. Ir\ also become a publicity tool: "People wdt to

talk abour aadw.ite about thebespoke thing."

,\r \hncouver based r€staurant Boneta and cocktail lounge

The Diamond, barteflder and owfler Mark B.and savs cr'rs

toGmade cocktails arc "our maior clain to fsme"' and sone

nighrs canaccount for up to 90 percent ofordcrs (atthough oth

er niShts. s€nificantly less)

IIc too has a strates/ for busy fli8hts: "If l8ct in the wecds,

I'll makc multiples ofa sryle ofdrink and adiost it for the indi-

vidual gucsts, sarisryine everyofle while maintainiflg sp€ed rye

can get morc into rhc bespokc process in quierer tiftes " lle

aims to get a dridk, itrcludingcustomized drinks, in front ofcos

tomers in under live minutes

Across thc board, bartend€6 caution rhat a bespoke cocktail

requcst is not.n cxctrse to cxperimcnt on an unwittinSgucst. A

sloppy drink docsn't b.eed trust

Sums up Morgcnthaler: "li soncbody is trusting you and

purtiflg themselvcs in your hands, you have a responsibilirv to

makc it a rcally g.cat drink. "

Kara N€*mar is thc au(hor o( spne d, Le: 60 Tonvt
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