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the end of January, the fact is that; if thepre-
view pérformances are any indication, au-
&.osn.o.?n:_cna hoping to see Ms. Sheedy
may very well end up withMr. Leitch. While
Mr. Léitch, the son of 1960’s folk singer

Donovan, arguably turns in a better perfor-

mance than Ms. Sheedy, it’s not his picture that
the producers have been using to sell tick-
ets. Newspaper ads for the show doindicate
insmall print, “Special appearance by Dono-
van Leitch as Hedwig at certain perfor- '
mances.” Originally scheduled to do the
Wednesday evening 8 PM. show, he is also
doing the 11 PM. show. on Fridays, as well
as any performances Ms. Sheedy happens.
1o miss. It seems Mr. Leitch anticipates being
onstage fairly often: He lives two hours up-
state in Woodstock, N.Y., with his wife, su-
permodel Kirsty Hume, and said, “I need to
find my own place in the city, because I keep
crashing withfriends.” . . . .
Ms, Sheedy was not available for a for- -

- mal interview. “Ms. Sheedy is nottalking to
“ the press,” said Mr. D' Ambrosio. “1 talkedto.

her publicist, and when Ally found out that!
there was a journalist wanting to speak to -
her, she freakedout. She's inrehearsal mode
right now, and she got so much bad press
from the Brat Pack days. And I can’tletyou
talk to the producers, either, because thenit

could getreally ugly.”

" But the Brat Pack days, when Ms.
Sheedy starred with Molly Ringwaldetal,,
in The Breakfast Club, would seem to be
safely behind her. After a decade of diss-
ing Hollywood and battling the usual per-
sonal demons, Ms. Sheedy emerged in

" sure-footed comeback mode with her role

as Lucy Berliner, a heroin-addicted lesbian
_photographer, in this year's indie film hit,
"HighAnt. She received best actress awards
from the Los Angeles Film Critics’ Asso-
ciation and the National Society of Film
Critics. Her next film, a comedy titled I'l/
-Take You There, directed by actress Adri-
enne Shelly, will be featured at the Hamp-
tons International Film Festival. Cozily en-
sconced with husband David Lindsay, an
" actor, and their 5-year-old daughter in their
Upper West Side home, the 37-year-old
Ms. Sheedy has no shortage of fans in the city
. in which she grew up.
" Thencame Hedwig. Ms. Sheedy was first

< introduced to the show inJanuary at the Sun-
".dance Film Festival, where she met John

-:Cameron Mitchell, who wrote Hedwig (with
" composer Stephen Trask) and starred as the -
first Hedwig. According to The New York

Times, Mr. Mitchell showed Ms. Sheedy a .

videotape of the musical, and she replied,
“I'd really love to do a show like that.” Mr.

he Absent Ally Sheedy =~

Mitchell said, “You know I really want a
woman todo thatshow, Do you wanttodoit”"
According to the show’s Web site.(Hed-
wig.com), Mr. Mitchell’s first femalechoice,
Sandra Bemhard, tumed it down, and Martha
Plimpton, whom he also considered at Sun-
dance, told him, “Oh, my God, I couldn’t!”

“They came to me to do
a couple of nights a
week to take the
pressure off her. The
first week, I ended up
doing all the shows.

—singer Dorovan Leitch

Ms. Sheedy accepted, but in early Sep-
tember there were signs of trouble. She told
The Times, 1 feel like going out of my mind.
1 don’t know whose idea this was. I can’t
dance, can'tsing, and I can'tact.I'm waiting
for them to fire me.”” At the time, it seemed like
false modesty. .

Ty

Ms. Sheedy missed the first night of pre
views. She missed the next seven perfor
mances. Jennifer Phillips, anusher, told Th
Observer, “Ally was supposed to start o
Sept. 13, butshe pushed it back a week. Sh
said she wanted to save her voice. Inthe be
ginning, she was shyer with the audience
and a lot of people weren’t into her in th
role. She was nervous.”

MEr. Leitch, lead singer of the downtow
rock group Nancy Boy, was originall
scheduled to make a weekly special appear
ance on Wednesday nights. “They came ton
to do a couple of nights a week to take
pressure off her,” he said. ‘The fyrst week,.
ended up doing all the shows. Back-to-bach
shows are hard [for her], especially withou
asinging background. She just wasn't there
yet, rehearsalwise.” !

Mr. Leitch, who refers to himself as “the
underdog,” was optimistic about the lead
ing lady. “She's definitely going for it. Shego
the vocal coach, and she's working her ass off
I know there are a lot people going tosee her.
She's definitely selling the tickets. Maybe
it’s a little easier on me than itis on her.”; ¥

On Friday evening, Oct. 8, six nights be-
fore opening night, a hip crowd milled o
ward the door of the Jane Street Theater fof
the 11 P.M. show. Ms. Sheedy had done the
8 PM. performance that night, but M,
Leitch would be doing the late show.{Therg
were several female couples in the crowd]
According toMs. Phillips, the usher, “Ally ha
had a huge lesbian following.” 3Rk




