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Wonk of the Week: Montana Gov. Brian Schweitzer 2D

Written by Marsha Johnston
Monday, 02 June 2008

Ahead of tomorrow's first-time-it-kind-of-matters Democratic primary here in Montana, we caught
up with Brian Schweitzer, governor of the Big Sky state, at a fundraiser last week in -- of all places --
San Diego. The first-term Democratic governor is running for re-election in November, and the
popular state executive is occasionally mentioned as a possible running mate for Barack Obama.

Schweitzer's ancestors came to Montana in the early 20! century; his Irish grandmother, at age 17,
homesteaded 320 acres alone. In recounting the natural history of the region during the San Diego
event, he spoke about the 400 generations of Native Americans "who left the state exactly the way
they found it." He apparently intends to follow their lead, as his administration pushes natural
infrastructure restoration as an economic driver for the state.
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When it comes to Montana's wildlife, Schweitzer objects to those who would lump the state together
with Wyoming and Idaho as menaces to wolves following their federal de-listing as an endangered
species. The efforts of his neighboring states to maintain healthy wolf populations under the
Endangered Species Act amounted to "a wink and a handshake," Schweitzer said, whereas Montana
has no intention of managing for elimination. "We recognize that having wolves maintains a healthy
balance with other wildlife," he told EnviroWonk.

Unlike Wyoming, where wolves can be shot on sight, Montana law allows it only if a wolf is seen
killing livestock, dogs or threatening humans. He says Montana is committed to maintaining over
100 individuals and never to fall below 15 breeding pairs. It currently has "close to five times that,"
Schweitzer added. The difference between today's number and the bare minimum could beg the
question of whether Montana might open hunting season on the wolf.

But Tom Palmer, at Montana's Fish, Wildlife and Parks Department, says the state's Wolf Advisory
Committee, made up of hunters, ranchers and wildlife advocates, has recommended that the FWP
"manage wolves at their status quo."
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written by a guest, October 07, 2008

Want to go to tibet tour? You can rely on us! We are expert in tibet travel. based in Tibet 15

years experience, 600 private groups operated! So join us for your wondrous tour in tibet! Are you
interested in mysterious Lhasa travel to tibet? Why not take our Lhasa tibet trekking? You can
appreciate the holiness of Lhasa .tibet tour guide with our well-connected itinerary and leave a
memorable recollection over life. These are China Lhasa Tibet thangka packages with personal
local tibet map, and private vehicle with driver + hotels + entrance fees and meals as listed for your
party based on minimum 2 travelers. For single person, please email us for new quotations.
http://www.u-waytours.com/tibet_buddhist.htm]Tibet Buddhist For any questions, please feel free
to contact our customer team with our prompt and personalized travel services.
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Hi, We're EnviroWonk

Yeah, OK, we can be the change that we want to see in the world. But unless powerful people in
powerful positions want to be that change as well, nothing's going to change.
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So now, finally, there's a place where you can go for news and analysis of politics from an
environmental perspective.
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