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ustin Bieber’s “Never
Say Never” 3-D
movie opens with a
bunch of YouTube
videos that went
viral the way his did.
Sneezing pandas,
surprised kittens and
little Bieb singing, “With You.”
Director Jon Chu says he
wanted to start the documenta-
ry the way he, like most people,
learned about the 16-year-old
sensation. “I remember exactly
where I was when I saw him
sing that Chris Brown song,”
Chu says. “I remember saying,
‘Who is this kid”’ and I remem-
ber forwarding it to my friends.”
More than almost any other
artist — aside from maybe Lady
Gaga, who gives him a run for
his cyber-money — Bieber is a
product of today’s brave new,
incredibly wired world, where
stars seemingly maintain one-to-
one contact with fans through a
barrage of tweets, pictures and
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Justin Bieber, who started on YouTube, takes his

career to a new dimension with his big-screen debut

videos. When Bieber dubbed his
debut, “My World,” he could
just as easily have been staking
his claim to his considerable
corner of the Internet.

But “Never Say Never” —
part documentary, part concert
film — shows that Bieber’s new-
millennium success is based on

old-school hard work and talent.

“That’s the vision I wanted,”
says Scott “Scooter” Braun,
Bieber’s 29-year-old manager

and one of the movie’s produc-
ers. “We didn’t make this for his
core audience. This wasn’t just a
kiss to the fans. We wanted to
make a great movie. In this
recession, when kids aren’t
hearing any stories of inspira-
tion, this is a success story and
it’s for real. It shows hard work
and determination can lead to
something extraordinary.”
When discussions began for a
“Justin Bieber” movie, Braun

says they were planning a more
limited project, filming Bieber’s
sold-out Madison Square Gar-
den show in August and releas-
ing it on DVD. But, Braun says,
Team Bieber took inspiration
from Will Smith, whom they
had gotten to know from work-
ing with his son, Jaden, on the
movie’s title track.

“One thing he says a lot is
‘Do not be realistic,” ” Braun
says. “What we’re hoping the

film shows is that it might
seem impossible. It might
never have been done before.
But we did it. It’s like the
Wright Brothers were told,
‘You can’t fly.” Well, now we’re
flying all over the place.”

The Bieber success story that
“Never Say Never” chronicles
may be familiar to fans, but that
doesn’t make it less amazing.

In 2007, when he was 12,
Bieber entered a singing contest
in his hometown of Stratford,
Ontario. His mom, Pattie Mal-
lette, filmed it and uploaded it to
YouTube so their relatives
could watch it, but soon strang-
ers were finding Bieber’s ver-



sion of “Respect” and forward-
ing it to their friends.

By the end of 2009, Braun,
who also manages rapper Asher
Roth and worked with Jermaine
Dupri at So So Def Recordings
in Atlanta, had seen the videos,
signed Bieber, and helped him
create his major-label debut.
Now, even though Bieber is still
new enough to be up for a best
new artist Grammy next week,
he’s already sold out Madison
Square Garden.

“It’s a fairy tale,” Chu says.
“I love fairy tales. . . . This is
the origin story of a hero.”

However, real-life fairy tales
have struggles, too. “Never Say
Never” shows Bieber and his
team working hard, traveling
from city to city to meet radio
personalities and building an
audience a handful of excited
teenagers at a time.

The sign that this strategy
was working comes when those
excited teens band together in
ever-growing groups, as they
did at Roosevelt Field mall,
where police had to shut down a

Bieber appearance out of public
safety concerns in November
2009. (Braun faces misdemean-
or charges of reckless endanger-
ment and criminal nuisance for
not helping disperse the crowd,
according to prosecutors. He
has pleaded not guilty to the
charges and says he could not
discuss the ongoing case.)

And in real life, fairy tales also
have consequences. “Never Say
Never” gets some extra drama
when Bieber gets sick and starts
losing his voice only days before
the star-studded Madison
Square Garden concert that
forms the heart of the movie.

“It’s just one of God’s jokes,”
Braun says, adding that they
were already making plans to
film another show on the tour.

Though the illness made the
movie more exciting, it also
created some serious produc-
tion issues. “I did not want to
cheer this drama on,” Chu says.
“It may have added another
layer to the movie, but we had a
lot riding on that one show. We
already had 11 3-D cameras

“Never Say Never," which
opens Friday, is a part
concert, part documentary
look at Bieber's success story.

coming in. We were thinking

. . . ‘this movie could double in
price.” ” (Spoiler alert: Bieber
performs at the Garden and
sounds just fine.)

Chu says that in watching
hundreds of hours of footage of
Bieber, he found another unex-
pected consequence of fame.

See BIEBER on C8

See a trailer for
“Never Say Never"
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People tuned in for Susan Boyle's performance of "I Dream a
Dream" on YouTube, and her career became a dream come true.

YouTube's got talent

signed to Ellen DeGeneres’
eleveneleven label, and is on his
first tour supporting his debut
single “Waiting Outside the
Lines.” He also opens for Miran-
da Cosgrove at NYCB Theatre
at Westbury next Sunday.
YOUTUBE MOMENT His piano-
driven version of Lady Gaga’s
“Paparazzi,” taped at his sixth-
grade festival, garnered lots of
attention, including an appear-
ance on DeGeneres’ talk show.

ustin Bieber is the biggest
J star to be discovered on
YouTube so far, but he
isn’t the only one.
Here’s a look at some other
musicians who have built their
careers on the video site:

SUSAN BOYLE

WHO The 49-year-old Scottish
singer with the remarkable
voice who had two No. 1 albums

last year and sold more than 14 VIEW COUNT 47 million
mél)lion copies gvorldwide.

YOUTUBE MOMENT Her

audition for “Britain’s Got CHARICE

Talent” stunned judges and WHO The

viewers with her stirring ver- 18-year-old
sion of “I Dreamed a Dream,” from the
showing how deceiving appear-  Philippines
ances can be. was discov-
VIEW COUNT 70 million ered on

YouTube

singing on
OK GO talent shows.
WHO Chicago rockers who She has since £
released their eponymous released a \
debut in 2002, but became CDandisset Thanks to
sensations after their to return to “Pyramid,”
videos went viral. “Glee.” things shaped
YOUTUBE YOU- up for Charice.
MOMENT Their TUBE
“Here It Goes MOMENT
Again” video, the She wowed Oprah
one where they 4 Winfrey, who booked
dance on tread- her on the show and intro-
mills, went viral in duced her to David
2006 and has been Foster, who signed her
their biggest success, to Warner Bros.
though several other { Records, and Celine
videos, including the Rube & X Dion, who had her
Goldberg machine for LA perform with her
“This Too Shall Pass,” at Madison
have been big hits. Square Garden.
VIEW COUNT 52 mil- VIEW COUNT
lion for “Here It Goes IS'{, L 30 million for her
Again” i song “Pyramid.”
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GREYSON & H
CHANCE s it Fans went gaga
WHO The 13-year-old ﬂ" i over Greyson
from Edmond, Okla.,is iz Chance's
currently working on his ¢4 version of
major-label debut, it “Paparazzi.”
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Discover
Usdan Center, America’s
Premier Arts Day Camp.

A/C buses from all LI-area
neighborhoods, 4 or 7 weeks.
631-643-7900

www.usdan.com

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

HORIZON 2011

Individualized Summer
Programs Designed
For Your Child’s
Personal Development

e Computer Graphics/
Game Design

* Television/Film Production

® Theater

Fine Arts e Athletics

* Robotics ® Tennis

® Science ¢ Photography

e Crafts

e Strategy Games/
Warhammer

* Rocketry/Model Building

¢ Web Page Creation

* Magazine/
Book Publishing

* Fashion Design

e Star Wars® Miniatures

* Computer Programming / OOP |

Ages 3-14 = L5 e

New York Institute of Technology
Old Westhury, New York 11568
Phone: (516) 686-7515
Fax: (516) 686-1150
http://www.nyit.edu/horizon

Personal Interview
Required For All New
HORIZON Applicants

Advertise Your Camp Programs
Every Week in Newsday Camp Guide.
Contact Debbie O’Connor to Discuss New Opportunities
in Print and Online to Fill Your Camps for 2011 Season.
631-843-3587 doconnor@newsday.com
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Today at 3 & 7:30 Only
MELISSA ETHERIDGE joins the cast of

AMERICAN IDIOT

Visit AmericanldiotOnBroadway.com
Call 212-239-6200 or Telecharge.com
Groups (15+): Telecharge.com/Groups
Tue 7; Wed - Sat 8; Sat 2; Sun 3 & 7:30
St. James Theatre(+), 246 West 44th St.

BEST MUSICAL
2006 Tony Award Winner
Today at 3
"THE CROWD GOES WILD!"
—The New York Times

JERSEY BOYS

Book by Marshall Brickman €t Rick Elice
Music by Bob Gaudio; Lyrics by Bob Crewe
Directed by Des McAnuff
Tue 7; Wed - Sat 8; Wed & Sat 2; Sun 3
Telecharge.com or 212-239-6200
For discounts on groups (15+): 877-536-3437
JerseyBoysBroadway.com
August Wilson Theatre, 245 W. 52nd St.

Today at 2 &7
Benny Andersson & Bjorn Ulvaeus'

MAMMA MIA!
The Smash Hit Musical
Based on the songs of ABBA
Telecharge.com or 212-239-6200
Groups: mammamiagroups.com
Mon 8; Wed - Sat 8; Sat & Sun 2; Sun 7
www.MammaMiaNorthAmerica.com
Winter Garden Theatre, 1634 B'way

DISNEY and CAMERON MACKINTOSH
present

MARY POPPINS

The Hit Broadway Musical
Tickets &t Info: MaryPoppins.com
Call 866-870-2717 | Groups (15+) 800-439-9000
Tu-Th 7; Fr&Sa 8; Sa 2; Su 1 & 6:30
New Amsterdam Theatre, B'way & 42nd St.

Today at 3
ELVIS PRESLEY  JOHNNY CASH
JERRY LEE LEWIS CARL PERKINS

MILLION DOLLAR
QUARTET

Inspired by the true story
Ticketmaster.com or 877-250-2929
Groups: 212-398-8383
MillionDollarQuartetLive.com
Nederlander Theater (+) 208 W. 41st St.

Today at 3
NATHAN LANE ~ BEBE NEUWIRTH

THE ADDAMS
FAMILY

A New Musical
Call 877-250-2929 or Ticketmaster.com
Groups: 877-ADDAMS-1
Tue 7; Wed - Sat 8; Wed & Sat 2; Sun 3
TheAddamsFamilyMusical.com
Lunt-Fonatanne Theatre, 205 W 46th St.

PERFORMANCES RESUME TUESDAY!
“THE BEATLES ARE BACK!" -Variety

RAIN
A Tribute to The Beatles on Broadway
Ticketmaster.com or 877-250-2929
Groups: 800-223-7565
RainTribute.com
Brooks Atkinson Theat (+) 256 W. 47th St

DISNEY presents

THE LION KING

Imagination Untamed
Tickets & Info: LionKing.com
Call 866-870-2717 | Groups (15+) 800-433-9000
Tu &We 7; Th - Sa 8; Sa 2; Su 1 & 6:30
Minskoff Theatre, B'way & 45th St.

Tomorrow at 8

THE PHANTOM
OF THE OPERA

Broadway's Most Haunting Love Story
Mon 8; Tue 7; Wed - Sat 8; Wed & Sat 2
Telecharge. com or 212-239-6200/800-432-7250
Groups: (800) BROADWAY or (212) 239-6262
Majestic Theatre, 247 W. 44th St.

Today at 3
“THE BEST MUSICAL OF THE DECADE."
— Entertainment Weekly

WICKED
Tue 7; Wed - Sat 8; Wed & Sat 2; Sun 3
Ticketmaster.com or 877-250-2929
Groups: 646-289-6885/877-321-0020
WickedTheMusical.com
Gershwin Theatre, 222 W. 51st St.

OFF BROADWAY

“Pure Fun!" - Entertainment Weekly
SEE EVE PLUMB FROM THE BRADY BUNCH IN

MISS ABIGAIL’S
GUIDE TO DATING,
MATING, & MARRIAGE!

A brand new 90-minute, laugh-out-loud comedy!
MissAbigailsGuide.com
877-9-MISS-ABIGAIL (964-7722)
Wed 2, Thurs 8, Fri 8, Sat 2, 5 & 8, Sun 3 & 7:30
Sofia's Theater, 221 West 46th Street

|__LONG ISLAND _|

Previews Today at 3, Tomorrow at 8
Music & Lyrics by
BONO & THE EDGE
Book by
JULIETAYMOR &t GLEN BERGER

SPIDER-MAN

TURN OFF THE DARK
Directed by JULIE TAYMOR
877-250-2929 or visit Ticketmaster.com
Tue - Sat at 8; Wed & Sat at 2; Sun at 3
SpidermanOnBroadway.com
Foxwoods Theatre (+) 213 W. 42nd Street

CABARET

At The John W. Engeman Theater
February 3, 2011 Through March 27, 2011
250 Main St, Northport, NY 631-261-2900

www.engemantheater.com

To Advertise
Here

Call
212-239-7733

Meeting Justin

idsday reporters Jillian Smerechniak

and Claire Chapey, age 11, Bay Shore,

attended a screening of the new movie
“Justin Bieber: Never Say Never” Wednesday
and then stood on the red carpet for his New
York movie premiere at the Regal E-Walk
Theater that night. Here is their report:

We are “Beliebers”! Bieber Fever hit Manhat-
tan Wednesday. We were given an amazing
opportunity to see the “Justin Bieber: Never Say
Never” movie premiere. It is a documentary on
Justin’s journey to fame. His hard work and
dedication to his profession is inspiring. With
his busy work schedule, he still finds time for
his family and friends. The behind-the-scenes
footage was entertaining, and the music was
rockin’. We recommend this movie not only for
his fans, but for everyone. It’s a must-see.

After the premiere, we walked over to
Regal E-Walk theater to meet Justin on the
red carpet, and we saw and spoke with
many celebrities, including Spike Lee, Jay
Sean and Stephen Baldwin, while waiting.

Our big moment was when we met Justin.
He looked great in a purple bow tie. He
greeted us with a friendly, warm smile. He
told us that he is grateful to singer Usher and
his manager Scooter Braun. We only had a
few minutes to speak with Justin — the crush
of cameras and fans was incredible — but we
did get to ask him who he would want to
perform with next. He told us either Beyoncé
or Eminem. We also asked if he was looking
for more roles to challenge himself. Justin
said, “I am. We’re going to do more acting in
the future and explore my acting career.” He
is a natural singer; he said that some of the
dance moves are difficult to learn.

He is HOT! Interviewing Justin on the red
carpet was a dream come true . . . Never Say
Never!!

Kidsday reporters Claire Chapey, Ift, an”
Jillian Smerechniak meet Justin Bieber.

NEWSDAY PHOTO / PAT MULLOOLY

Bieber screen fever
BIEBER from Cé6

“We got to see how we were just one of 300 peo-
ple he would talk to in a day,” Chu says. “For him, he
has to start seeing people as a sea of people. Every-
where he goes people are staring at him. Everyone
has a weird fascination with him. I don’t know how
he copes withit.. . . He has to grow a thick skin.”

Though Bieber says in “Never Say Never” that he
wants to make sure he doesn’t miss out on his child-
hood, he also wants to keep moving forward.

“He keeps telling me he wants people to hear the
new songs he’s written,” says Braun, adding that they
hope to release a new album in November.

Bieber wants to keep acting, after good reviews for
his guest arc on “CSIL,” which continues Thursday.
Braun says Bieber will look at small movie roles this
year, with hopes of larger roles next year. “This is his
moment,” Braun says. “He’s not going away.”



