3. THE BOLSHEVIZATION OF THE
COMMUNIST PARTY

The uncertain beginnings of the Communist Party had lasting
cifects onits dewlo@ncﬁt. The struggle for its Bolshevization was
difficult and drawn out, and while the problems that arose were
similar Ao or identical w;tlﬁ those experienced in other, especially
Wes nropeanfl/:ummunfsz parties, “reformist, social de‘mocrag

if?’ tendencies—as the Cgr‘himem called it—hung on more ten
sf’uf.ly in Czeahoslovakig than elsewhere. The Party had o unde
guAchplc_te metamorphﬁsis before cven its top leadership could be
considered Bolshevilxixs f‘ur the membership, the task of trans-
forming it into a fdvolutionary siriking force was not really
acﬂnpﬁshed before 1938,
The history of the Party
until December /1938, when it was disbanded, can be divided inytwo
distinct periods, with the Elifth Congress in Fcbru‘aryf'l'ézy)' as the
watesshed. Before.1829, the policy of the Party was singularly un-
Bolshevik. The Party was torn by factional struggles, numerous
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changes in leadership, and frequcul interference by the Comintern.
Party policy conformed to the program of the Third Internationale
in words, if not always in fact.

|
The Problem of Hationalitics

Of thi@ny problems that plagued the Czechoslovak Commu-
nist Party during the first years of jis existence, the nationa
minority issue was the most troublesome. Despite formal unifica.’
ﬂon. the Communisf party dontinued to reflect
national antagonisms, as—they cxisted in the Czechoslovak state.
As one Comintern official ;;:}m iB\“‘I‘hg Party was constantly men-
aced by dispersal int its national joints.” 5

Comintern policy tended to inflame conflicts. In Moscows view,
the proletariat of the oppressed minorities {especially the German

- proletariatudie 1o the objective conditions of jis existgnce, dis-

played a fir more consisatﬁin revolutionary attitude than did the
Cuzechs, Stalin, speaking Aea‘}lhe Czech Commission of the Fifth
Enlarged Plenum of the ECCI in M_archﬂg'zs. analyzed the

sitdation in the following tern

“The Czdth workers are not badly off, the idea of the
national state holds everything under its spell, . . .
Al 1this ¢reafes an iHlusion asscciated with national
prack. . . This a_ccounté for the division between riplit
and left f{in the C—Zomni"unisl Party] along national @
nes. . . . Slovaks and Germans foppressed nations) have
drifted 1o the left while the Czéchs have gone in the
opposite dircc:idrb\"
A ;
Slalirﬁ( main point was thj::at in Czechpélova]n‘a the danger of
rightist deviafion was b?—far fﬁ?‘grea_ter. He supported this asser-
tion with three arguments: Iflgvrln a_period of revolutionary
stagnation such as the miqiéi_e ’-_‘IQZQ“_‘S"; the rightist danger—
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discduragement and apaﬁhy in the performance of revolutionary
tasks —is always greater; chond the Czechoslovak Party was ussder
the spell of a strong social democratic tradition; and , the @
national victory of the C; t}s places the Czech working class in a
priviléged position and ma gt compl Ent toward class struggle.

Stalin’s judgment was supported by D. Z. Manuilsky, who re-
vealed that in the past rhe Politbureau of the Czechostovak Party
had included five Czechs. and four Hungarians, Sluvakyand Ger- -
mans;wath the other nationalities nol represented at all. This in- 2 n

[mans.' whereas now it was composed of seven Czechs and Q}Qnr; %’

tolerable situation reqt requ:red immediate correction.? As a result, the
Germans d other mmonnes were given) that {to the Czechs
appeared t unduty Iarg‘e influence.

Social DermnfYratic Surwva!{/ @
But the “incorrec ‘socmi patriotic” 1dca of a “national @
mmunity of interese,” wluch}’of course)' m!my/ed an insufficient

appreciation. of the class struggle, remained the haleark of the

Czechoslovak Party at least until 1929.3 For tliis it was: s;gerely

and continuously cgnctzeﬁl by the Connn!emr and by us own

emerging “left wing? Under the influence of “social patriotism;”

the Party engaged in little xf any revolutionary activity. It seldom

appealed to the masses, for, as Antonin Zapolocky explained at the

_lh:rd Enlarged Plenum of the ECCI, in Juneﬁﬂ&“@e masses

cannot be incited io a Ii na] struggle” under highly “nonrevolu-

@ tionary” condmons\% | ‘ .- o
1 Tht:ZchJef aclmﬂa ot Wntercd in Par ient, but @
even there they failed to carry out a “revolutionary policy,” which
would have consisted ‘of using Parliament as a prapﬁéanda for-
um. They were content to mercly play the part of an opposmon
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The party continued o be excessively prefoccupied with the
quantity of its supparlers and abstained from educating its

k’e;LL-

7he jCGMmunr'JfJ') chiet ecTLf;q.‘/'f(:.r/




z %
Mw{wwl 3 @

members in a revolutionary spirit for revolutionary battles. It also
avaided open dlscussmns-—then a favored method of the Com_id; E Febreak \
ern to bring about the policies it desired~ ~ pfiyportedly for fear of C
lasing members. When, under ;pmmtern prodding, such discus-
sions_were held, and membershxp concomphitantly decreased,
Zapotgky, reflecting the |opinion of the leadership, remarked
bitterly: G paid for the discussion with 40,000 organized @
members.
When _umtcd _rom tacncs were called for, the Czech Communists
tended to view them as a genugine coalition with the Social
democrats When the slogan of “Workers' and Peasants’ Govern-
Thent” was put forth, they interpreted it as a means toa “peaceful
@ transjtion 1o the dtcnator‘shxp of the. pmlctanat 'V’When the: )
Comintern ordered its sections 10 reorganize on the basis of factory
units (nucleus) instead of lhe prevailing sysiem of local units, the I d
Czech Parly balked, beeau‘se of “resistance from the rank and file
and the fimctmnar:cﬂg Zapotocky, again acting as-his Party's @
spokesm , explained that the workers objected to the organiza-
tion of facfy units For fear that it wonld increase “the persecution @
of Com'm@ms:s and-endanger their job security.




