Download Digital City Toolbar

GOING  WHEN.COM

IGITAL CITY

SECTIONS

Popular
Interviews
Today Is/Was
Dining
Nightlife
Daily Drink
Events
Movies

Travel
Oddities
Holiday Season
New Year's
Winter Time

FEATURES

The F Word
=

Fancy ideas from Fletch

Beer Goggins

v
A
I'r
s

A girl and her beer

AlliVision

Good looking through
media

Party As A Verb

Nightlife news & trends

Eat It

Dining news & trends

Gigly

All things live entertainment

Vice Citv

Cookbook Author David Lebovitz
Talks 'Sweet Life In Paris'

May 5th 2009 4:50PM
By Tami Yu

Dining — Travel — Popular — Interviews —

Thinking about traveling or moving to
Paris? Don't go 'til you've read dessert
expert David Lebovitz's The Sweet Life in
Paris. The cookbook author
extraordinaire's new book is a hilarious
insider's look at the maddening quirks of
the Parisians and how to live in the
world's most romantic city.

Here are some insightful morsels of
cultural differences from David on living
in the City of Light:

What are the top faux pas to avoid while
living in or visiting France? Any you've
been guilty of?

David Lebovitz: I've done them all. I'd say
the worst top three are:

1. Wearing sweats in public (I threw mine
away after the first week | was here.)

Broadway Books

2. Using the less-formal "tu" verb conjugation, which is much easier than the formal
"vous" ... which, of course, | do all the time.

3. Not greeting everyone when you walk in a shop. Or into an elevator. Or entering a
doctor's waiting room. | almost got kicked out of a taxi late one night for not saying
"Good evening, Sir" when | slid inside.

Have you mastered the art of driving in Paris?

DL: To drive in Paris, you need to just not worry about what anyone else thinks
about you, which comes naturally if you're Parisian. It took me a while, but I've got
that down now.

Your recipes in this book look dangerous! Does yoga really help you stay svelte
while developing these recipes? Or is it the stress of living in Paris?

DL: It's not the yoga, it's the walking. Paris is a great walking city and luckily, the
bureaucrats think so, too, as they're always sending me back home for more
paperwork.

Do Parisians really eat bananas and burgers with a knife and fork? What about
the rest of France?

DL: Well, last week | was in the Rhone (near the French alps), and was served a
hamburger--with no bottom bun. They must have presumed | was from Paris and
figured | wasn't planning on doing the all-American two-hand grab.

You recently tweeted, "Did you get to the part about the black penis? Or did they
cut that? No Paris-based book is complete w/out a story about one." So Tell us
about your 'black penis' story.

DL: Oof! Let's just say | shocked a group of guests at a swank dinner party with my
rhapsodizing over something that | was confusing with something else. In any case,
it was a pretty uptight group and | think some of them could've used one of those ...
instead of what | was actually referring to.

Guess we'll have to read the rest of the book for the whole story.
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