VIl
CORL Nl

sandiegomagazine.com
This month...

RONDON'’S
DOWNTOWN BLOG
- San Diego Magazine executive
editor Ron Donoho extols the
 virtues of downtown living,
San Diego style.

TALK TO US

Respond to our poll question:
No matter who you are going to
vote for in the presidential race,

who do you think would make

the best “First Lady”? Cindy
McCain? Michelle Obama?
Bill Clinton?

DIGITAL MAGAZINE
San Diego Magazine is now a
multimedia experience! Visit
sandiegomagazine.com to
preview June’s interactive
digital magazine.

117 Y24

| THEALIST
GET IN TOUCH

Subscribe to our e-mail newsletters
to get updates on local news, events
and opportunities in San Diego.

April 7 Foshion Bash
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Gained in
Translation

IF THE CAT IN THE o .
HAT is old hat to mwm@ i

your kids, introduce
them to tales of red-
necked wallabies,
snake charmers
and singing shijimi
clams. These char- i

acters populate the multicultural world of Kane/
Miller Book Publishers, a La Jolla company that
brings foreign children’s books to the United
States. Since its founding in 1984 by siblings
Madeline Kane and Sandy Miller, the publishing
house has released titles from 22 countries, in-
cluding Australia, Ghana, Slovenia, Taiwan and
Venezuela.

“[Kane and Miller] want to expose children to
other cultures in ways that are accessible and
fun,” says publisher Kira Lynn. “It’s like adults
watching foreign films: There may be subtitles,
but you get caught up in the story and move past
that, and learn something subtly. It's important
to personalize the world for children, especially
these days.”

Kane/Miller releases about 30 books a year;
most titles are acquired from foreign publishers
or at international book fairs. The roster ranges
from picture books (England’s Duck in the Truck
and companion titles) to preteen fiction (this
fall’s The Wickit Chronicles, an adventure series
set in medieval England). Kids are exposed to dif-
ferent cultures through the books’ plots (a South
Korean girl celebrates the Lunar New Year in
New Clothes for New Year’s Day) or illustrations
(the Japanese wood-block prints in Hannah Duck).
But themes such as friendship, self-esteem and
manners show that children everywhere are sim-
ilar in many ways.

“In the end, a great story for kids in Europe is a
great story for kids in the U.S.,” Lynn says. “Har-
ry Potter proved that very well.” More informa-
tion: kanemiller.com.




