BRIDE & PREJUDICE’S

AISHWARYA RAI -

India’s biggest star hits the U.S. as a dancing Jane Austen heroine
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n India, Aishwarya Rai is the high- "

I estpaid actress, the star of Coke ads
and the subject of an estimated
17000 worshipful Web sites. In the US.?
She’s about fo find out. Rai makes her
age debut in the new

rejudice, aretelling of

en classic Pride and Prej-

udice in the style of India’s Bollywood
musicals. A former architecture stu-
dent, Rai, 31, who lives with her par-
ents in Mumbai, took up acting after
winning the 1994 Miss World title. “I
thought, ‘I don’t see myself in the
Olympies. This ismy one chance to rep-

resent India,’” she says of entering the

pageant. Though net married (“It will
happen when it's mi€amt to happen,”
she says), Rai has b ' with fel-
low Bollywood star

forgetanything toos

in Bollywood tradi

even kissed a leading

“You don’treally
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