LASER TAG

To steal Igor’s monster, mad scientist Dr.
Schaden freude pursuesIgor during a wild
carriage chase while firing his shrink-ray |
gun. Shrinking your annoying ]ittle brother
Igor is a lowly, hunchbacked lab assistant who may never happen, but scienti stsare mas-
o g e a s o tering laser beams for other impressive

aspires to win the Evil Science Fair. He's sure that,, uses. Highly adva n c edlaser beams power
the monster he creates will take first prize—until telescopes that focus on galaxiesmillions
he learns that his creature may not be evil enough. of miles into space and surgicd tools that

. 3 i leave no scars.Some lasers can evenshoot
NG KIDS asked sci entists to weigh in on how well down missi es. “We dor’t have handheld ray
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the crazy science inIgor fits into real life. guns yet,” says physi ci st Robert Byer of
Stanford University in California.“But
i they might not be far off!”

IGOR PREPARES L -,

HIS NOT-SO-EVIL ., -
MONSTER, EVA, ¢ -

FOR A MUSICAL.

VANISHING ACT

During a TV inte rview, journalist
Carl Cristall inte rviews King
Malbert...and the reporter isn’t wearing
pants! That’s OK, because Carl is invisible. In reality,
the reason you see objects is because light
bouncesoff the surface of the obj ect and back to
your eyes. But one chem i st has inven ted a grea sy
g oo that makes small obj ects appear invisible. The
goo, says Michael Boc k staller of Carnegie Mellon
University in Pennsylvania changesthe way

objects interact and defl ect light, which hel ps
themappear see-through. Scien tists are
hopeful the invention will make military
camouflage and some consumer

products better

thanever.

Water is one of the
toughest things to
animate That’s
w hy when Dr.

SCAMPER IGOR, ' : : Schadenfreude

AND BRAIN - pours water over
AWAIT GIFT S - ‘ rocks,you’ll only
F ROM EVA(NOT # \ / hear it happening.

SHOWN HERE).
SPACE
KING MALBERT THREATENS SHUTTLING

TO SEND IGOR DOWN THE 5 . ..
RECYC LING CHUTE. . Igor’s cruel boss, Dr. Glickenstein, is

vaporized when hismalfunctioning
one-man rocket explodes. You won'’t be
jumping into yo ur own personal spaceship
anytime soon, but real rockets are g et-
ting smaller and lighte r. A bout the size
of a semi-truck (in spa c eshipterms,
that’ssmall), the unmannedPegasus
XL is so light it can carry only 1,000
pounds, usually satellitesthat are
launchedinto space.

LIGHTS OUT

Igor’s homeland has been thrust into constant
cloud cover that bl ocks the sun. Earth’s sun
won’t burn out for billions of years, but because
lifecan’t exist without sunlight, scientists are
already thinking about the future of the human
race.One idea is to live in biodomes, which are
sort of like huge aboveground submarinesthe
size of small citi es with powe rf ul lamps providing
fake sunlight.“We can draw from the technology
we use on the International Space Station,” says
scienti st Tom Beatty of the University of British
Columbia in Canada “Or el selearn how to see in
the dark.” (Uh, that part’s a joke.)

FOREVER YOUNG

After drinking an immortality potion,
Scam per the rab bit discovers that living forever
might just bore him to death. He tri es eve rything
to “cure” his immortality—fiom el ectrocution to
explosions—but nothing works.Of course, no such
potion existsin real life, but that doesn’t mean people
won’t live a ve rylong time.In fact, a few of today’s 10-
year-olds may live to be 130 years old, according to
aging expert Val ter Longo of the University of Southern
California Researchers are studying ways to wipe out
diseasessuch as cancer, and other scienti sts are ex peri-
menting with regrowing human organs to replace
unhealthy ones.“We’ll never be truly immortal,” Longo
says, “but a very long time from now we might see |
people living for thousands of years.’

e Wi
~ Looks aren 't everything,
but they’re meaningful in Igor. Igor’s
boss, Dr. Glickenstein,100ks like a
croc odile beca u se he’s cold-bl coded
and snaps at peo ple. The scientist’s
sidekick, Jaclyn, appears snakelike
as shesilently slinks around.
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