
T H E O C E A N O G R A P H E R
Ro bert Bal l a rd , on disc overing the lost wrec kage of the R. M . S . T i t a n i c ,
the cruise ship that col l i d ed with an iceberg and sank in 19 12 :
“My team had been wa tching the oc ean fl oor with an underwa ter ca m-
e ra for days—and all we’d seen was mud. La te one even i n g , o ur ca m e ra
s u d d enly pa s sed over a ship’s boi l e r. Th e re was a pi ct ure of the T i t a n i c’s
boiler hanging on our ca bin wal l . We all loo ked up at the pi ct ure. Th en
we loo ked back at the sc reen—and at that momen t, we knew. It was as
if Nep t u n e, the God of the Sea himsel f, knew we’d been sea rching fo r
al m ost two months and fi n ally pul l ed back the curtain to show us it
was right under our noses all al o n g . T i t a n i c wa s n ’t gone. It was out
t h e re. And we’d found it.”

T H E P R I M ATO LO G I S T
M i reya Mayo r, on making a connection wi t h

a family of gori l l as :
“W h en I sta rted obse rving western 

l owland gorillas in the Cen t ral Afri ca n
Rep u bl i c, I was an outsider among

the apes. But one day, a ba by 
g o rilla was irri ta ting his fa t h e r,

a giant si l ve r ba c k, and the two
sta rted bi c ke ri n g . As the

mother took the ba by away
for a ti m e-o u t, she loo ked

over at me as if to say,
‘ Y o u u n d e r stand why I

h ave to do this.’ Th ese
g o rillas have been

h u n ted for cen t uri es, and yet when you look into a gori l l a’s eyes and 
see that she accep ts yo u , you real i ze that yo u ’ ve gone from being 

an en emy to being a fri en d .”

T H E EXTREME 
P H OTO G R A P H E R

Ca r sten Peter, on his fi r st 
fa c e- to- face ex peri ence with 

an er u p ting vol ca n o :
“W h en I was 17, a fri end and I

cl i m bed the St ro m boli vol cano in Ital y
to ca p t ure its eruptions on fi l m . We set

up our ca m e ras on the ri m , but we didn’t
real i ze that we we re too cl ose. S u d d enl y,

an ex pl osion erupted from the vol ca n o .
Giant vol canic bo m bs — flaming rocks up to

t wo feet wi d e — began spi tting into the air. We
sta rted running and dodging them , and we

we re so sca red we fo rgot to turn on the ca m-
e ras! It fri g h ten ed me to dea t h , but that wa s

w h en I real i zed I had magma in my bl ood . And that
this was what I wa n ted to do with my life.”

E PLOREDARE
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Do you have what it ta kes to be a great ex pl o rer? Read the sto ri es of seven famous adven t urer s, and see how you can get sta rted on the same pa t h .

TO

Wa n t
to be an 

o ce a n o g ra p h e r ?
S T U DY :

P hysi cal sci en c es such as geol og y
WATC H : 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea

R E A D : Exploring the Ti ta n i c,
by Ro be rt D. Bal l a rd

D O : A ny kind of team spo rt, since 
oc ea n og ra p hy is a team effo rt

A DV I C E : “You may fa i l , and yo u
m ay get knoc ked dow n , but yo u

h ave to get back up.”

Wa n t
to be a 

p h o t o g ra p h e r ?
S T U DY : A nyt h i n g — t h en ta ke pi ct ures !

WATC H : Le Peuple Migrateur
R E A D : NATI O N A L GE OG RA P H I C

D O : L earn physi cal skills—cl i m bi n g ,
pa ra gl i d i n g , s ka te boa rd i n g — to get you 

to great pl a c es to ta ke photos
A DV I C E : “With digital ca m e ra s,
i t ’s ea sier than ever to become a

p h o tog ra p h e r. But al ways be
ve ry sel f-c ri ti cal .”

Wa n t
to be a 

p r i m a t o lo g i st ?
S T U DY : E c ol og y, E n gl i s h , sci en c e —

even math will help for all the sta ti sti cs
WATC H : M a d a g a s c a r, Gorillas in the Mist

R E A D : The Aye-Aye and I, by Ge rald Durrel l
D O : Go ca m pi n g , h i k i n g , and bi rd -wa tc h i n g

A DV I C E : “ Become invol ved and 
h a n d s-o n . Try things like vol u n tee ri n g

at animal shel ters or 
yo ur local zoo .”
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THE TITANIC, UNDER
THE ATLANTIC OCEAN

MIREYA MAYOR
AND A LEOPARD

WESTERN
LOWLAND
GORILLA
MOM AND
BABY

CARSTEN PETER
AT AN EXPLODING
MOUNT SEMERU
IN INDONESIA

ROBERT
BALLARD

BY C.M. TOMLIN



T H E
A S T R O N A U T
Sa n d ra Magnus,
ast ronaut on the spa c e
s h u ttle A t l a n t i s, o n
seeing Earth fro m
s pace for the fi r st ti m e :
“ L ooking down on the
E a rt h , eve rything just
l ooks so pea c ef ul and
cal m . Down there, billions of peo ple we re going to wo r k, g oi n g
to sc h ool , pl aying soc c e r. It makes you real i ze it’s just one
wo r l d , and we’ re all tog ether on this ball of life. Th e
oc eans are so bl u e, the dese rts so fl owi n g . I t ’s a 
bea u ti f ul , fragile pl a n et, and you can see these
t rea s ures all at once from spa c e.”

T H E
M O U N TAIN CLIMBER

Samantha La r so n , the yo u n g est per son to climb the
tal l est mountains on each conti n en t, on reaching the

top of Mount Everest, the wo r l d ’s tal l est pea k :
“ D uring the last st retch befo re Eve rest ’s summit,

I began to doubt I wo uld make it. It seem ed to
ta ke fo reve r. W h en I fi n ally rea c h ed the to p ,

I was ex h a u sted . I used any ext ra en e rgy 
I had to hold back tears of awe and dis-
bel i ef. I was standing on top of the wo r l d !
A guide asked me if it was wo rth the vi e w,
but it was such a bl ur that I didn’t know
the answe r. W h en ever I think of my ti m e
up there, I real i ze that it defi n i tely wa s.”

T H E A R C H A E O LO G I S T
Zahi Hawas s, on what it was like to disc over Egypt’s Val l ey of the Gol d en

M u m m i es, an anci ent cem etery containing thousands of mummies :
“I en te red the fi r st chamber of the tomb and saw 31 mummies, ea c h

one cove red in gol d . My hair went up to the ceiling and my hea rt
began trem bling as my eyes gazed at each mummy. I am able to live

with the sec rets of the pharaohs eve ry day of my life. W h en yo u
d i sc over so m et h i n g , you are rel ea sing magic into the wo r l d .

H i sto ry is dark, but through sci ence we can bring it to life again.”

T H E
PA L E O N TO LO G I S T

Sue Hen d ri c k so n , on disc overing the most
c o m pl ete skel eton of a Tyrannosaurus rex( n a m ed

S u e,a fter the ex pl o rer ) ever rec o rd ed :
“My team had spent two weeks in South Da ko ta sea rc h i n g

a large area, but there was one area I still wa n ted to chec k
o u t. On our last day, eve ryone went into tow n , but I ex pl o red the

a rea we’d missed . My dog and I wa n d e red through the den se fog fo r
m i l es. Th en , a bout eight feet up a cl i ff, I saw six T. rex bo n es sticking out.

It was like hitting the lotte ry 50 million ti m es! Sue had been there all al o n g ,
calling and cal l i n g , wa n ting me to find her.”
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Wa n t
to be an 

a st ro n a u t ?
S T U DY : M a t h , sci en c e, en g i n ee ri n g

WATC H : Space Station
R E A D : To Space & Back, by Sally Ride 

with Susan Okie
D O : M a ke sta r-wa tching yo ur hobby
A DV I C E : “ H ave a pl a n . It may not
h a p pen ex a ctly how you want it to

h a p pen . But be fl ex i bl e, a n d
yo u ’ll succeed .”

Wa n t
to be an 

a rc h a e o lo g i st ?
S T U DY : Sci en c e, g eog ra p hy, h i sto ry

WATC H : The Indiana Jones m ovie se ri es
R E A D : The Curse of the Pharaohs: My

Adventures With Mummies, by Zahi Hawa s s
D O : Go to muse u m s, and pl ay 

p h a ra o h -i n s pi red puzzles and games
A DV I C E : “I t ’s not enough to just 

l i k e so m et h i n g . You have to give 
it yo ur pa s si o n .”

Wa n t
to be a 

p a le o n t o lo g i st ?
S T U DY : N a t ural sci en c es such as

bi ol og y, and art to train the eye
WATC H : Jurassic Park

R E A D : Bones Rock! Everything You Need 
to Know to Be a Paleontologist, by Pete r

La r son and Kri stin Do n m a n
D O : M od elmaking to pra ctice appl yi n g

gl u e, handling small brushes, etc.
A DV I C E : “ N ever give up, a n d

be afraid of nothing.”

Wa n t
to climb 

m o u n t a i n s ?
S T U DY : Geog ra p hy, g eol og y, bi ol og y

WATC H : Kilimanjaro: To the Roof 
of Africa

R E A D : Within Reach: My Everest Story, by
Mark Pfetzer and Jack Gal vi n

D O : A nything outd oo r sy : h i k i n g ,
ca m pi n g , s k i i n g

A DV I C E : “Push yo ur limits 
to disc over what yo u ’ re

a ble to do.”

THE FLORIDA
PENINSULA AND THE
NORTHEASTERN  U.S.
AS SEEN FROM THE
SPACE SHUTTLE

LARSON
SCALES A
LADDER ON
HER WAY TO
EVEREST’S
SUMMIT.

ZAHI HAWASS
EXPLORING
THE VALLEY 
OF THE GOLDEN
MUMMIES

SANDRA MAGNUS
GETS READY FOR A
PRACTICE RUN DRIV-
ING A PERSONNEL
CARRIER.

SUE THE DINOSAUR,
SUE HENDRICKSON,
AND SKYWALKER
THE DOG

SAMANTHA
LARSON, WARM
INSIDE A TENT


