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| \r always, jewelry that premiered at
"Vicenzaoro First" (January 11-18) in Vicenza, Italy, was
appetizing. Nonetheless, the specialty on this show's
menu was easy to read: Lite Inliav Pieces were perforat-
ed, ovals were open, links were lacelike. Cutouts every-
where - all in the name of jewelry that's less in weight
and, subsequently, lower in cost.

Given the prevailing prices of precious metals and
the difficult global economic reality, this open-minded
embrace of openwork wasn't astonishing. Still, what was
somewhat surprising - and heartening - was the
Italian jewelers' willingness to expend money and time
in order to continue its tradition of innovation. Fashion-
forward Calgaro, for example, premiered a new collec-
tion - called "Perfect Soleil" because its round rings are
reminiscent of the sun. But, in fact, it's really quite an
especial\ appropriate name since its distinctive innova-
tion shone like the sun. The collection is based on
groundbreaking technology that gives each piece a heavy
look but an almost astounding lightness in actual weight.
The Vicenza-based company emphasizes that it is not
electroforming, a technique that some manufacturers use
to produce hollow gold. It is, instead, a proprietary neu'
process and, somehow, thanks to Calgaro's commitment
to R&D, the open and hollow discs have the ability to
hold bezel-set diamonds.

In Italy, this Mediterranean country historically
known for its high aesthetic, trendsetting jewelers are
also, more and more frequently, combining precious

These open ovol drop eorrings in l8-karol gold with diomonds ore from fhe
Morco Biego "Joipur (olledion." lflortoBitego.tom
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metal (mostly l8-karat yellow or pink gold since, right
now, that continues to be the fashion trend) with rau'
and rough-cut stones (also less expensive than closer-to-
perfect polished gems), semi-precious cabochons (which
don't show flaws like some lesser-quality faceted gems
might), and altemative non-precious materials (particu-
larly ceramic, wood, rubber, and titanium).

Brescia-based Jarretiere, which has won awards and
accolades for its inventive colors of gold, launched a line
incorporating ceramic into its signature bracelets and
rings that stretch and expand like garters to fit each indi-
vidual wearer. (The word juretiere is French for garter.)
So, this year, as another sign of the times, the newest col-
lection of Jarrtiere is primarily more affordable in ceram-



a.

, lS-karat gold/diamonds - all over its usual core of
.:.rinless steel springs. Still pretty but, for now just more
:-:.tctical.

When describing Italian jewelry, does using the word
-rctical seem almost sacrilegious? It isn't. Most of the

-.runtry's manufacturers agree that it's simply the result of
:ire Italian jewelry community doing what it does best:
reing imaginative and sensible in unimaginable econom-
:. times that don't make sense.

Semi-precious cobochon gemr fiol evoke fie sunsel shuder of (opri ore key
fo Roberlo (oin rings in the new l8-korot gold "(rpri Plus (olledion."
Roberto(oin.com

Nonis perforoled hecrl pendonls in lS.kqrol gold from
the "0-ori (ollecfion" ore truly open.heorled! Nonis.it

tibo Inlernulionol men's
pendonl mixes rubber
wifh l8-kurof gold.
tiboGold.com.

Multi-sfrond brocelel from
Colgoro is in l8-korof rose
gold with umethysl rlolions
ond diumonds sel in new
lightweight gold rircles.
(olgoro.il.

luco (oroli's l8-korut open.worked pink gold ring
hos u liligree look ond is from fhe rornunficolly
inspired "Ilizubelh (ollecfion." luco(orqfi.if.
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Jsrreliere douhle-strond sfietch hracelel
in l8-korst gold with diamonds combines
chorolsle-rolored reromit. Jqrrefiere.it.

Piero Milono l8-korql gold neckloce ond
eorrings from the "Bolonico (olledion"

huve s subslunliol overoll look but oiry
underf one. Piero-milqno.il.

4rl

[o Pepilu's openwork earrings in l8-korof
gold ore doiled with bezel-sef diomonds.
loPepito.if.

"0lgo (ollection" ring in l8-koruf gold lrom
Nonis hos open ovol lop ond diomond occenl.
Nonis.it.

Two rul-oul rings ore from lolenfo's "Ricomi (olletlion."

IolenfoGioielli.il.
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: 'om fhe "[l iko (ollertion"
:' DADA Anigoni, diomond
;orrings in l8-korot white
lold hove o sensuol buf
slim open silhouetle.
DodoGioiell i . i t

.\
A rhorm brorelet in l8-korof white gold from Tt
Ufopio'r "Noflurno (olleclion" spotlights o .'
single bul stqlement-moking South Seo peorl. i
Ulopio-iewels.rom.

Slim ond open hoop eorrings lrom Mottioli
ore from ifs "Vertigo (ollerfion."
Mof tioligioielli.it.

Affordohle whife motherof-peorl is on
importonl elemenf in fhis necklore of
interlocking open ovols lrom Tolenlo.
IolenloGioielli.it.

Nonis "Q-ori (ollertion" ring in l8-korof
gold ond white pov6 diqmonds is perled in
ifs perforotions - on top ond on the shonk.
Nonis.it.
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