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By now, you should have re-
ceived a postcard in the
mail from our subscription
department letting you know

that this is the final issue of Dogs for
Kids. With printing and postal costs
on the rise, our parent company had
to make some difficult decisions,
and ending Dogs for Kids was the
most difficult one, but was, at this
time, necessary. 

The good news is that subscribers
will continue to get a great dog maga-
zine: our sister publication, the award-
winning Dog Fancy. Dog Fancy is so
good that it was named “Best Maga-
zine” by the Dog Writers Association
of America this year (one of the
magazines it beat was D4K!). 

The staff of Dogs for Kids wants
to thank all of you who have read
our stories, laughed at our jokes,
pretended to laugh at our lame
attempts at jokes, marveled at the
layout designs, followed our dog
advice, sent us letters and entered
our contests. We especially would
like to thank the following kids who
inspired us to do our best in each
issue: Allison and Melissa Lemons;
Olivia, Brennen and Adrianna Turi;
Danielle and Anthony Rezendes;
Jake and Janna Akers; Kelsi Sil-
veira; Luke O’Dell; Ethan Hartman;
Kyle and Keegan Bengelsdorf; and
Joslynn Roth, who was our editor-

for-a-day contest winner. Oh, and
the dogs, too: Lola, Buddy, Pepe,
Suzy, MooMoo, Billy Joe, Malo, Ty,
Pepper, Manchas, Chiwi-Chiwi, Oso,
Boogie, Chow, Enu, Brutus, Yoda,
Miso, Trixie, Lady and Sheba. 

We also would like to say thank
you to our longtime sponsor and ad-
vertiser, Crazy Pet and Barbara Den-
zer. Without Barbara’s support, we
probably would not have lasted this
long. Thank you, Barbara!

And we can’t forget Jackie Franza
and Kelly Hickman, who worked on
Dogs for Kids for nearly half of the 
33 issues. They, just like the current
editorial staff, really enjoyed the mag-
azine and its unique and wonderful
readers. Jackie is now the editor of
Dog World magazine!

One last big THANK YOU goes to
June Kikuchi. Her vision is what
took us from a single issue back in
2003 with no subscribers to an
award-winning bimonthly with more
than 42,000 readers in just six years.
June is now one of the editorial
directors of our entire company!

On the bright side, the current edi-
torial team will stay intact, working on
other dog-related projects here at our
company. This fall, we hope to begin
a series of Dogs for Kids books. Look
for them at pet-supply stores and
bookstores in the future and online at
DogChannel.com!

A Fond Farewell
Dogs for Kids ceases publication.

By Roger Sipe, Editor
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Alyssa of Dedham, Massachusetts,
loves animals. She began volunteer-
ing at the Animal Rescue League of

Boston when she was 13 years old. She reg-
ularly fosters homeless dogs and cats.
When she’s not volunteering at the shelter,
she works at a veterinary clinic where she
cleans kennels, assists with medical proce-
dures and cares for animals recovering
from surgery. 

Alyssa’s passion in caring for animals
earned her the title of 2008 Humane Teen
of the Year. This award is given by Humane
Society Youth, a division of The Humane
Society of the United States, and it recognizes a student
between the ages of 13 and 19 who has made a significant
contribution to animal protection. 

MUTTS & MORE 
One of Alyssa’s favorite activities is volunteering

with the ARL’s Mutts & More program. “Mutts &
More is a volunteer group for kids between the ages
of 13 and 16 who want to learn about animals but
aren’t old enough to volunteer at the shelter by them-
selves,” Alyssa says. 

The group consists of about a dozen teenagers, who
meet every Friday night for two hours. Alyssa teaches them
about proper pet care and the importance of being kind to
animals. In addition, staff members from the ARL’s law
enforcement and veterinary departments often come to the
meetings to talk to the kids about their careers. 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Alyssa is passionate about educating the public about

pet overpopulation. Each summer, she visits day camps in

her area and explains the benefits of spaying and neutering.
She also introduces the kids to a variety of animals and talks
about their particular needs. 

“It’s good to talk to the kids and get them to understand
the importance of being a responsible pet owner,” Alyssa

says. She adds that visiting the camps gets the word
out about adopting homeless animals. 

Alyssa believes that anybody can make a differ-
ence in an animal’s life, regardless of age. Although

most shelters have a minimum age requirement to volun-
teer, there are other ways to help. “Call your local shelter
and find out what it needs,” Alyssa suggests. “Most shelters
can use more money, bedding, toys and food. If somebody
brings in just one towel or one blanket, it helps one animal.” 

Although the honor of being named the 2008 Humane
Teen of the Year is well-deserved by Alyssa, the real
winners are all the animals she’s helping! 

Meredith Wargo is an award-winning freelance writer in
Houston, Texas. 
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By 
Meredith

Wargo

Meet Alyssa,
the 2008 Humane
Teen of the Year!
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Ain’t Nothin’ but a Hound Dog
HOUNDS RANK AT THE TOP OF THE UKC POPULARITY LIST.

The Treeing Walker Coon-
hound is the No. 1 purebred
dog registered with the

United Kennel Club, according to
the club’s 2008 list of the most-
registered purebreds. 

It was a good year for the hound
group, with the Bluetick Coonhound
coming in third place, and five other
hound varieties, including the American Black and Tan Coonhound,
the English Coonhound, the Plott Hound and the Redbone Coonhound,
dominating the rest of the list. 

The Labrador Retriever, America’s most popular dog (according to
the American Kennel Club), might raise a stink over placing eighth on
the list, just two spots above the American Eskimo Dog, who came in
10th. Holding onto the No. 2 and No. 3 spots for the third year in a row
are the American Pit Bull Terrier and the Beagle, respectively. 

According to the UKC, the list “[shows the public’s] desire to own
beautiful dogs that are not only wonderful family pets, but also can
perform competitively in skill events,” says a representative for the
club, which supports the “Total Dog” philosophy: “Our dogs do stuff.”

Gossip
Hound

WE CHASE OUR TAILS TO FIND DOG NEWS!

Cats and Dogs 2: The   
Revenge of Kitty Galore

MORE CANINE AND  FELINE FUN 
HITS THE BIG SCREEN IN THE FALL.

If you caught the first epic battle for world dom-
ination between canines and felines in Cats
and Dogs (2001), you’ll love Warner Bros. Pic-

tures’ upcoming sequel Cats and Dogs 2: The
Revenge of Kitty Galore, which is sure to include
more fur-flying fun!

Starring actor Chris O’Donnell (Batman For-
ever) as Shane and actor Paul Rodriguez (the
voice of Chico in Beverly Hills Chihuahua) as
Crazy Carlito, secret acts of espionage and sabo-
tage continue around the neighborhood, while
the humans still have no clue that their cute, lov-
able pets are involved in an underground duel for
global control. 

Who will win? Who will lose? Will these feud-
ing canines and felines ever overcome their hairy
battle and live in harmony? You’ll have to wait
until November 2009 to find out!     

Tomorrow’s Veterinarians Today
KIDS GAIN REAL-LIFE EXPERIENCE IN THE FIELD OF ANIMAL MEDICINE.

If you like helping animals and want to be a vet when you grow up, check out the Care Cadet
Camp, founded by the Louisiana Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. For three
weeks in June, middle-schoolers can shadow a vet, learn how to care for animals and help

during pet emergencies. The camp even offers classes for kids to learn CPR for animals.
The camp is located at the LA/SPCA shelter in New Orleans and costs $350, which pays

for scrubs, a stethoscope, a leash, training handbooks and pet first-aid kits. 
For more info, visit www.laspca.org/education/care_cadet.htm 

Help! A Great Dane

is trying to eat me!
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Warm weather means fun in the sun. We trade our
long pants and jackets for shorts and T-shirts,
our shoes and socks for sandals, our knit caps

and gloves for sunglasses and sunscreen. When it gets
really hot, we stay in the comfort of air-conditioned homes,
movie theatres and shopping malls. Just as we make
adjustments to comfortably enjoy the change in weather,
we need to make adjustments for our dogs, too!

DEHYDRATION BLUES
Without plenty of water, dogs can

become dehydrated very quickly in warm
weather. Dehydration can lead to serious
illness and even death. To prevent your
pooch from becoming parched:

● Offer him plenty of water at all times,
especially before, during and after exercise
or play. 

● Avoid excessive exercise during the hottest hours
of the day (usually between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.). 

A dehydrated dog will have a dry nose and mouth, no
appetite, and will be sluggish and drowsy. If you notice these
signs, move your dog to a cool area and give him small
amounts of water every few minutes. Don’t offer too much

water at first, because this may cause him to throw up. If
your dog’s symptoms seem severe, or if he doesn’t improve
quickly, take him to the veterinarian as soon as possible.

HEATSTROKE HELP
Extreme heat isn’t just uncomfortable; it’s deadly! Heat-

stroke is a serious risk for humans and dogs alike. 
Unlike humans, dogs sweat very little and they

can’t remove their fur coats when they get too
hot. They cool their bodies primarily by pant-

ing. But when temperatures rise to ex-
tremes, this cooling system doesn’t work
very well. When a dog is no longer able to
cool himself properly, he can suffer brain
damage, organ failure and even death.

Since dogs can’t tell us when they’re getting
too hot, we need to make sure that we provide

them with easy access to plenty of fresh water
and cool shade.
Some dogs are at higher risk for heatstroke than others.

Breeds with short faces — like Pugs, Boxers, Bulldogs,
Mastiffs and Pekingese — have shorter airways and don’t
cool as efficiently. Puppies, old or overweight dogs, or dogs
with respiratory disease are at even greater risk. 

WHAT’S UP, DOC?

SummerThe Dog Days of

Article by Dr. David Elmer ● Photos by Laurie Meehan-Elmer

Catfish? Where?!

Let me at him!
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Never leave a dog by himself in a
car. In a few short minutes, heat inside
a parked car can reach 40 degrees
above the outside air temperature.
Even parking in the shade and crack-
ing the windows doesn’t help. Heat
still will build up at nearly the same
rate. It’s like being trapped in an oven. 

If your dog shows signs of heat-
stroke (rapid panting, excessive thirst
and salivating, dizziness or lack of
coordination, vomiting, rapid heart-
beat, sluggishness or unconscious-
ness) you must take immediate action: 

●Move your dog to a cooler area. 
●Give him water to drink. 
● Immerse him in cool (not cold)

water, taking care to keep his head
above water. Or, pour cool water over
his body, especially his tummy and
between his legs. 

● If your dog is still showing signs
of heatstroke after you’ve taken the
above steps, take him to the vet as
quickly as possible for further care.

SWIMMING DANGERS
During the warm summer months,

we spend more time around and in
the water. And believe it or not, not all
dogs are great swimmers. Breeds

with very little body fat, such as Grey-
hounds and Whippets, don’t swim
very well.

Just like people, dogs can get tired
quickly when swimming. Even a strong
swimmer like a Labrador Retriever can
drown if he’s caught in an undertow or

strong current. 
With all the great fun your

dog is having in the water, you
might not realize he’s getting
tired. To prevent a fun-filled day
in the water from becoming a
tragedy, consider a pet life
jacket, which will keep your

dog afloat even if he stops paddling.
You can find pet life jackets at most
large pet-supply stores. 

As the weather warms up, it’s
important to consider how the
heat and outdoor activities will

affect your dog. Make sure you take
all the necessary precautions so your
furry friend can stay healthy and
happy all summer long. 

Dr. David Elmer lives in Florida with
his writer/photographer wife, Laurie
Meehan-Elmer.
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Pavement Problems
If you’ve ever walked barefoot on black asphalt in the middle of a hot summer

day, you know how hot it can get.Sand at the beach can be just as bad.Hot surfaces
can hurt and even burn your dog’s paws.When walking during hot days, make sure
your dog can walk in the grass or on a surface that doesn’t heat up.

Sunburn Solutions
Even with their fur coats, dogs can get sunburned, especially dogs with lighter

fur. Redness and hair loss at the ear tips and nose are signs of sunburn. Most sun-
burns are minor and don’t require treatment. However, repeated sunburn can lead
to cancer.

The best prevention is keeping your dog out of the direct sunlight during the
brightest hours of the day.You also can apply a sunscreen that’s formulated for dogs
to your dog’s most exposed parts, like her nose and the tips of her ears.

SPF 50 or higher,
please!

Crocs! 
I need Crocs!
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They think 

I’m pretty!
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plotchy skin. A lopsided tail. A nippy personality. These are
all the makings of a winner — at least they are for a dog

trying to win the World’s Ugliest Dog Con-
test at the Sonoma-Marin Fair in

Petaluma, California. 
Dogs with unusual features line

up at the stage with their hopeful
owners. It’s enough to draw a cheering
crowd of 1,000 people. Television crews
and newspaper reporters cover the
event, and by the next day, the win-
ner’s picture is splashed on media
outlets around the world. 

The World’s Ugliest Dog Contest got its
start nearly 40 years ago in 1970. In 1989,
the Sonoma-Marin Fair, just north of
San Francisco, took over the contest,
and it’s been there ever since. Today,
the contest is so popular that folks from all over the United States
come to enter their dogs in the competition. 

The dogs competing in the contest might not be attractive,
but don’t confuse ugly with unlovable. The pooches who enter

D4K • JUNE/JULY 2009 9

In the World’s Ugliest Dog 

Contest, every dog is a

winner!!!
By Christina Chan
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the contest prove that beauty is more
than fur deep. Don’t believe it? Check
out Gus’ story to see what’s so appeal-
ing about these “ugly” doggies.

GO GUS!
Jeanenne Teed of St. Petersburg,

Florida, heard by word-of-mouth that
an unwanted Chinese Crested dog
was available for adoption. Gus was

the breeder reject, but that didn’t
bother Teed. “We thought Gus was
different-looking, but never ugly,” she
says of the one-eyed, three-legged
dog. Little did Teed know that Gus,
the new family pet, would one day
show the world how to see beyond
his odd looks. 

Gus loved to lounge with the family
on the couch, and all the time he spent

channel surfing with Teed paid off.
One day, Teed turned the channel to
The World’s Ugliest Dog contest,
hosted by Animal Planet. Teed re-
members looking at the television
screen, and then at Gus, and saying,
“We’ve got to do this!” 

Unfortunately, soon after, the
Teed family got some bad news: Gus
had skin cancer. “The news was
shocking,” Teed says. The little Chi-
nese Crested was given between
six and nine months to live, so the
Teeds weren’t even sure Gus would
make it to the competition. But,
despite the odds, Gus was in top
shape in the days leading up to the
2008 contest. 

So, in June 2008, Teed and her 
16-year-old daughter, Janey, flew out
from Florida to attend the Sonoma-

W W W. D O G C H A N N E L . C O M10

Paws on the Prize
According to Vicki DeArmon, a promoter of The World’s Ugliest Dog Con-

test, winners get cash, a trophy and worldwide fame. In 2008, the first-round
prize was $100.The second-round prize was $500 and a trophy. The grand
prize for the World’s Ugliest Dog was $1,000 and a 5-foot trophy.

Question: Gus won all three rounds. How much did he win?
A) $1,000   B) $100   C) $1,600

Though Gus (below) 

won the 2008 title of 

“World’s Ugliest Dog,” he was 

a beautiful pet to his family.

Answer:C) $1,600

08x12Ugly.qxp  4/8/09  10:24 AM  Page 10



Marin fair. At the contest, Gus charmed
the crowd because of (or perhaps in
spite of) his “love me as I am” attitude.
He fell asleep right before going on
stage. And when the judges came by,
Gus paid them little attention. 

Teed and her daughter knew they
had a winner in Gus, and by the end
of the contest, the crowd and judges
thought Gus was the top dog, too.
Gus won the 2008 “World’s Ugliest
Dog” title, beating the previous win-
ner, another Chinese Crested dog
named Elwood.

According to Brian Sobel, who
judged the contest, it wasn’t just the
fact that Gus was missing an eye,
had only tufts of hair covering his
entire body, or even that his tongue
was hanging sideways out of his
mouth. Sobel was impressed by the

little dog’s amazing will to fight his
cancer. “What impressed me was
his heart,” he says. “Gus was a
tough little dog who had gone
through a lot in his life.”

THE DOGGONE DETAILS
Winning the contest was no small

feat for Gus. Contestants have to win
three rounds before getting the honor
of “World’s Ugliest Dog.” Here’s how
it works. 

ROUND 1: Dogs compete to win in
one of two classes: either the mutt or
purebred class.

ROUND 2: The winners of the mutt
class and purebred class compete
against each other to win the title of
“Ugliest Dog of the Year.”

ROUND 3: The current Ugliest Dog
of the Year competes against previous

winners in the “Ring of Champions.”
The winner is dubbed the “World’s
Ugliest Dog.”

So what makes Gus and other dogs
like him winners in this contest?
According to Vicki DeArmon, a pro-
moter of the contest, the judges look
for a number of things. They score the
dogs based on four categories:

First impression: Judges record
their first thoughts that come to mind
when they see a specific dog.

Any special or unusual attributes:
Judges look for curious features that
the dogs might have, such as crooked
tails, crossed eyes or dull coats.

Personality: How the dog acts is
important, although being pleasant
isn’t required. Dogs with grumpy per-
sonalities are sometimes appealing,
too, according to Sobel.

D4K • JUNE/JULY 2009 11

Judges choose a winner

based on quirky features and

even a grumpy personality.
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Audience impression: If the crowd
gasps with surprise or decides to
cheer the dog on, this is a good sign
that a dog is winner material.

THE SCOOP ON 
THIS YEAR’S CONTEST

The 21st annual World’s Ugliest
Dog Contest takes place on June 26th,
2009. Although Gus had cancer, dogs
in this and future contests will have to
be healthy pets. The furry contestants
will all have to go through a vet check.
“We want to encourage people to
bring healthy animals to the fair,”
DeArmon says.

Competition will be tougher, too.
Last year, there were 12 dogs compet-
ing in the “Ring of Champions.” This

year, contest organizers hope to have
as many as 20 dogs in the final round.
“We hope more breeds of dogs and
different kinds of dogs will come com-
pete,” DeArmon says.

MORE THAN JUST 
AN UGLY FACE

Sadly, Gus passed away on Novem-
ber 10, 2008, due to cancer. But Gus’
owner has wonderful memories of the
contest. “I still look at the videos of the
contest and see how happy, healthy
and content he was,” Teed says. 

She’s sure that all owners who enter
their dogs really do love them — not
because they’re ugly, but because the
dogs are special in their own way. “It’s
all about showcasing the animals and

making sure they all have homes, no
matter what they look like,” Teed says. 

Some people think it’s insulting to
the animals to call them ugly. But
DeArmon stresses that this contest is
about more than just looks. “The dog
owners who enter the competition are
crazy about their dogs and are very
caring people,” DeArmon says.

One just needs to look at the
love Gus received from his
family to agree. 

Freelance writer Christina Chan
writes canine stories and articles with
her two zany Pugs, Vanna “Mayhem”
May and Sir Snugs, at her feet.
Christina lives in Southern California.
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To get to the winner’s circle, the

final 12 contestants have to 

pass the “Ring of Champions.”
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Hint: Use the pictures if you get stuck! 

Rearrange the tiles to unscramble the names of these 
10 long-named breeds. 
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

P
H

O
TO

S B
Y ISA

B
ELLE FR

A
N

CA
IS/B

O
W

TIE IN
C.

1. DOG  RI  CAN AME  MO  ESKI 

2. CO  IE  DER  LL  BOR  

3. SC  IA  HN  ER  AUZ  RE  TU  MIN  

4. RI  STON  BO  ER  TER 

5. SPA  CAV  EL  ALI  ER  LES  KING  CHAR  NI

6. PINS  ER  ER  DOB  CH  MAN

7. TERR  RE  RKS  YO  HI  IER 

8. ADOR  RETR  LA  BR  ER  IEV 

9. LD  OG  BUL  NCH  FRE 

10. ERD  DOG  GER  PH  MAN  SHE 

Answers 
appear on
page 63.
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10. He likes to “paws” for refreshment.

9. So he can fix noodles for the neighborhood Poodles. 

8. He likes to doggie paddle.

7. So he can see if the cat can snorkel.

6. To allow him to fill his water pistol when he’s playing 
Deputy Dawg.

5. He likes to make root-beer floats.

4. Someone might forget to flush the toilet.

3. He thinks sips and dips are awesome.

2. So he can fill water balloons to throw at the mail carrier.

And the No. 1 reason you always should keep
your dog’s water bowl filled: Your dog needs good,
fresh water to stay healthy. He can get dehydrated in a mat-
ter of hours if he’s outside on a hot day. Dogs need water in
the winter, too. If your dog lives outdoors and the weather is
freezing, you’ll have to frequently check to make sure his
water hasn’t turned into a block of ice. Always make sure he
has access to water, whether he’s indoors or outdoors. 

A stainless steel container makes a good water bowl,
because it’s easy to keep clean. The smooth sides won’t
hide any bad stuff. Clean it once a day when you change the
water, because, as you may have noticed, your dog sort of

drools when he drinks. Put yourself in his paws. How would
you like to drink from a bowl that you’ve drooled in?

About that big white bowl in the bathroom: To a big dog,
the toilet may seem like a handy water bowl. He may won-
der why you’re sometimes sitting on his water bowl when
he comes to the bathroom for a drink. He may give you that
look where he tilts his head and stares at you with his big
eyes. But do him a favor: flush, and then close the lid. Toilet
water can be dangerous if your mom cleans the toilet with
chemicals like those tablets that turn the water blue. 

The water you drink is also fit for your dog. If your family
drinks tap water from the faucet, then your dog can drink it. If
you drink filtered water, give your dog filtered water. Treat him
like one of the family — because he is.

Freelance writer Joan Banks and her dog, Tucker, both
take water breaks when she’s writing.
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Today’s

Top 10

Rebarkably Refreshing
K9 Water Co. sells bottled water that’s made just 

for dogs, and they flavor it with meat tastes and add

vitamins to make the water tasty and healthy.There

are four different flavors available (beef, chicken, liver

and lamb), and just for fun, they are called gutter

water, toilet water, hose water and puddle water.

With your parents’ permission, visit k9waterco.com for

more information.

Here are 10 reasons to keep 
your dog’s water bowl filled with fresh water.

By Joan Banks
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Your dog’s ears and 
eyes will benefit from 
a little care and cleaning.

Some dogs have floppy ears; others have pointy
ears. There are many types of ears out there, but
there’s one thing all dogs’ ears have in common:
They usually don’t need much care. The same goes

for dogs’ eyes. 
“If there’s a reason to clean a dog’s eyes or ears, he

needs to be looked at by the vet,” says Dr. Gregory Hammer,
D.V.M., of Brenford Animal Hospital in Dover, Delaware.

THE BETTER TO HEAR YOU WITH
The most care your dog’s ears normally will need is an

occasional swipe of the outer ear — the part you can see —
with a cotton ball. Ask your veterinarian to show you how to
do this safely, and then practice with adult supervision.

But, if you notice lots of wax or an odor coming from your
dog’s ears, it may be caused by allergies or dirt. If your dog is
always pawing at his ears or shaking his head, an ear infec-
tion may be the problem. In that case, your dog should make
a visit to the vet. 

Since most dogs’ inner ears don’t need to be cleaned at
all, Dr. Hammer recommends only cleaning the outer ear.
Leave the rest to the professionals.

Don’t dig into your dog’s ears. “A dog’s inner ear is L-
shaped,” Dr. Hammer explains. “Don’t stick anything in
there,” especially cotton swabs.

THE BETTER TO SEE YOU WITH
If there is discharge, such as mucous, coming from your

dog’s eyes, it may be due to an infection, allergies or an ulcer. 
Your first stop should be the vet’s office to make sure that

the goopy stuff is not a symptom of serious eye problems.

While you’re there, ask the vet to show you how to clean
those “eye boogies.” If the discharge is dry, crusty or
attached to the dog’s fur, don’t pull it off. This may hurt your
dog. Instead, your vet may suggest using a damp cotton ball
to soften the discharge, and then wipe it off easily. 

Some breeds, like Poodles, Yorkshire Terriers and Bichon
Frises, are more prone to excessive eye drainage, Dr. Ham-
mer says. Once your vet teaches you  how to clean the eye, 
you can do it whenever 
you see discharge
building up 
around your 
dog’s eyes. 

Together,
you and
your vet-

erinarian can keep
your pup’s eyes and
ears healthy and clean. 

Writer Rose Boccio lives in Naperville, Illinois, with a house-
hold of lovable rascals, including two sons and a Beagle
named Misty. 

Be c
are

ful!
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at’s
 a

good boy!

By 
Rose 

Boccio
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ANSWERS TO THE PUZZLING AND     ANSWERS TO THE PUZZLING AND      
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Dogs do many
strange and funny
things that are so

different from
human behaviors. 

Sometimes, it’s 
difficult to guess

why dogs do these
weird things. 
Here are the

answers to six
commonly asked
canine questions. 

WHY DO 
DOGS DROOL?

A: Drooling happens when a dog’s
mouth waters excessively with saliva. Dogs drool for

many reasons, and all of these reasons can be quite unre-
lated to one another. 

One popular reason why dogs drool is in anticipation of
being fed. The sight or smell of food will make the dog’s
mouth water because his body instinctively knows that a
meal is coming, and he needs the saliva to eat and digest
it. Cool, huh? 

Dogs also drool when they have dental problems, are
nervous, feel ill or have an allergic reaction to something. 

As for slobber, certain dog breeds slobber all the time,
regardless of what is happening at the moment. Some
breeds always seem to have a long spindle of slobber hang-
ing from their mouths, such as Saint Bernards, Bulldogs and
Mastiffs. These types of dogs don’t  swallow their saliva as
well as others. Maybe they just want to ruin the furniture?! 
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     PECULIAR THINGS THAT DOGS DO.    PECULIAR THINGS THAT DOGS DO

By 
Nikki 

Moustaki
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WHY DO DOGS
TURN AROUND
SEVERAL TIMES
BEFORE LYING
DOWN?
A: All dogs — from the tiny Chihuahua to

the giant Great Dane — are descen-
dants of wild dogs (including wolves), many of
whom lived in places where tall grass grew. The
tall grass allowed them to sneak up on their
prey, which fed on the grass. It was the perfect
living situation. But grass isn’t fun to lie down on
— ouch! — so the wild dogs would turn around
and around to lay the grass flat and create a
comfortable sleeping spot before lying down. 

This type of behavior is called “innate
behavior,” meaning that it’s internally pro-
grammed into a dog’s way of living. He can’t
reason his way out of it. A dog doesn’t think,
“Hey, I don’t have to bother turning around on
this soft bed because there’s no tall grass.” He
just can’t help it!

WHY DO DOGS 
EAT SO FAST? 
A: Eating quickly is another innate behavior that was pro-

grammed into dogs thousands of years ago when they were
still wild animals. Back then, a dog had to eat really fast to get his fill
before other dogs or bigger, meaner animals came to steal his food.
A dog might not have eaten for days, and it might be many days before
his next meal would come along; that’s how it works in the wild! 

Of course, you’re not going to snatch away your dog’s kibble, but
he can’t reason his way out of the behavior of eating fast, even if he
has never had his food taken from him. 
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A: No one can be really, truly sure that dogs dream, but
it’s certainly possible that they do. All you have to do

is watch a dog while he’s sleeping deeply to know that
there’s something going on! His paws and nose twitch, his
eyes and ears flutter, his tail wags and he may even growl,
whine or bark a little, like a person talking in his or her sleep. 

So, the question isn’t really “Do dogs dream?” because
it’s fairly accepted that they do, but rather, “What do dogs
dream about?” That’s a fascinating question, and one that
will remain a mystery, although we can guess. 

No one really knows for sure why humans dream, but
there are two theories that may explain
dreaming. The first reason, simply put,
is to keep our brains functioning
properly. We process all kinds of
information while we are awake,
and one theory says that our brains
want to continue that while we are asleep.
The other reason may have to do with pro-
cessing the information we experienced
during the day. 

It is believed that dogs’ brains work in a
similar way during sleep. So, it’s possible
that your dog is dreaming about being fed,
playing with you and with his toys, going for
walks and meeting other dogs. 

Do dogs have nightmares? Anyone who has regularly
watched a dog sleep can tell the difference between a good
dream and a bad one. Should you wake your dog if he’s hav-
ing what looks like a bad dream? No. A dreaming dog is in a
deep sleep and needs his rest — waking him up will only
disturb his sleep, and he may snap at you if he’s startled. 

What do you think dogs dream about? 

19

DO DOGS
DREAM?

WHY DO DOGS
WAG THEIR TAILS? 

A: Everyone knows that dogs wag their tails when
they are happy, but did you know that dogs also

wag their tails when they are scared, aggressive or uncer-
tain? Dogs wag their tails mostly to tell other

dogs how they are feeling or where they
stand in rank among a pack of

dogs. Dogs wag for the same rea-
son to humans, but we don’t under-

stand their cues as well as other dogs
do. So, don’t always assume that an

unfamiliar dog who’s wagging his
tail is willing to be petted. 

D4K • JUNE/JULY 2009
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A: Until about 20 years ago, it was
believed that dogs only saw

in black, white and shades of
gray. Since then, studies on
how dogs’ eyes work have
found that dogs see in color,
but in a more limited way than
humans. We see all the colors
of the rainbow — red, orange,
yellow, green, blue and purple —
and many variations of these colors. 

To dogs, the rainbow is far simpler. Green,
yellow and orange look similar to canine eyes; bright orange

and red may look dark or brown; pur-
ple and blue are easier for them to

tell apart from other colors. So,
you could say that dogs are
“color limited,” but not color
blind. The best color for a dog
toy probably would be in

shades of blue and purple, not
red or orange. 
Sure, humans can see more col-

ors, but dogs’ eyes are superior to ours
in other ways. They can see in much lower

light than we can, and they see movement better — both of
these abilities made it easier for modern dogs’ ancestors to
catch prey in the wild. Of course, the average dog doesn’t
really need these abilities to find the food bowl! 

So, if you’ve ever thought that maybe your dog is just
plain weird, and that’s why he acts so  funny — think
again. There’s a reason for all of his strange behav-

iors. Then again, perhaps your dog is weird. Only you know
for sure! 

Nikki Moustaki lives in New York City with her two Minia-
ture Schnauzers, Pepper and Ozzie.
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DO DOGS
SEE IN COLOR?

A DOG’S EYE SPECTRUM

A HUMAN’S EYE SPECTRUM
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The staff at
Deer Park Vet-
erinary Clinic
in Deer Park,
Washington,
gave us this
X-ray of Bella,
an 8-month-old Pug who
was vomiting gravel. With medication,
Bella passed the gravel several times
over the next three days. 

John Crumley, a vet from Sparks,
Nevada, had a dog who fetched this
stick right into his stomach. Ouch!

Dogs, like babies, like to put
things in their mouths, whether
they’re edible or not. Dogs think

that everything within their reach can
and should be eaten. That’s why you
must keep things like small toys, jew-
elry and your socks picked up (parents
rejoice!). We know it’s a pain to clean
your room, but if you don’t, your dog
might eat something he shouldn’t. 

If you think your dog has swal-
lowed something he shouldn’t have,
tell an adult to call the vet right away.
If you go quickly enough, the vet
might be able to retrieve the object
the way it came in, which is less
expensive and not as extensive as
your other option: surgery. There’s
also a third option: just letting it pass. 

To show you how serious swal-
lowing the wrong item can be, our
friends over at Veterinary Practice
News let us take a gander at some
amazing X-rays that vets sent them
for their annual “They Ate WHAT?”
radiograph (aka X-ray) contest. As
you look at these images, think about
the things lying around your room and
house that easily could end up in your
dog’s tummy; then, go put those
things out of reach!

BE WARNED:
Dogs will eat anything!

Elizabeth Boland was a veterinary student at North Carolina State University
when she submitted the grand prize winner: Murphy, a 2-year-old Labrador
Retriever, had eaten a foreign object (his owner’s sock!), according to his X-ray,
which also showed a small stuffed toy dog in his stomach! 

Dr. Maureen Noftsinger from Roanoke,
Virginia, had this puppy come into her
office after he tried to eat a 4-foot-long
metal paper towel holder that got wedged
in his throat. 

Stefan Giles, a veterinarian

from Victor, New York, sent in this

picture of Maya, a 10-year-old

spaniel who swallowed her chain

collar. She did the same thing the

month before and passed the

chain the old-fashioned way. 
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�
stuffed toy

�That’s 
a sock!

�stuck stick
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Home: England
General: People say I’m just like my older

cousin, the Bull Terrier. I’m OK with that;
he’s a cool dog! I’m smaller than he is, but
we’re both very independent and tough.
He says he’s more intelligent because he’s
bigger and therefore has a bigger brain,
but I’m known for my smarts. Oh, and I’m
pretty stubborn! 

Body type: small and strong
Activity level: very high
Who I’d like to meet: Armani, the Mini Bull

Terrier who can say “Mama!” Check him
out on www.YouTube.com (with your par-
ents’ permission, of course!). 

Biggest pet peeve: I hate it when my
owner is too busy to play. I want to play
all day! Is that so much to ask?

What you didn’t know about me: My
name used to be “Bull and Terrier,”
because originally, I was a mix of
three different breeds of dog: the
Bulldog, the Spanish Pointer and the
now-extinct White English Terrier. 

Latest blog entry
I overheard the mailman telling my
owner he’s a little scared of me. I
mean, I originally was created to be a
fighter, but these days, I’m just a
great pet. 

Current Mood: tough

Home: possibly Asia … or maybe
Wisconsin. It’s top-secret! 

General: Just call me Austin Pow-
ers. I’m a mystery, you see. My
background is pretty fuzzy, and
people continue to debate
where I come from and who
my ancestors were. What is
known, however, is that I’m
friendly and intelligent. 

Body type: small
Activity level: low to moderate
Who I’d like to meet: Sherlock Holmes and his sidekick,

Watson. I bet even Sherlock Holmes (the greatest
detective ever) couldn’t decipher my heritage! 

Favorite quote: “Elementary,
my dear Watson.”  

What you didn’t know about
me: everything! My name is

pronounced “Me-Kee,” I’m
one of the rarest breeds in
the United States, I might be
named after a woman named
Micki Mackin, who may or
may not have started my
breed … the list goes on and
on. Don’t ask me where I got
that information, though —

my sources would like to remain confidential.
Latest blog entry

I bet you’d like to know more about me. Well, too bad! I
can’t reveal anything.  

Current mood: mysterious

Mi-Ki

Miniature Bull Terrier

Each issue this year, we profiled 10 breeds as we traveled down the alphabet from A to Z. In the previous
issue, we tackled some breeds from Gor to Lo; in this issue, we get to the letter “P.” To find complete breed profiles of
more than 150 other dogs, visit DogChannel.com

D
IA

N
E LEW

IS

I’ll tell you what’s rare:

me in a bad mood.

I have mini

good qualities.
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INDOGNITO
With 112 pages jam-packed

with color photos of cool sun-

glass-wearing dogs, Pooches

in Shades, by Mia Feinstein

(Pucci Books Limited, 2008), is

a must-have for any fashion-

able dog lover. The book fea-

tures all shapes, sizes and breeds of dogs, and each

one is wearing the most stylish of sunglasses.

● $12.95
● 800-888-4741; www.ipgbook.com

DOGS VS. CATS
If you have a dog and

a cat in your home,
you’ve most  likely

noticed that they
don’t always get
along too well.
This tic-tac-toe

set lets dogs and cats have it out safely without all
the barking, hissing, clawing and general chaos. The
brand-new game, created by artist Kim Lugar,
includes 10 handmade clay pieces (five dogs and
five cats), and a wooden grid to play on. No matter
who wins, you (and your pets!) are sure to have a
great time.

● $35
● 503-543-2510; www.clayart-kimlugar.com 

UNDER THE SEA
From My Good

Dog, comes an all-
new toy — the
Sea Creature. With
a rubber head, strong
nylon body and nontoxic
squeaker, the Sea Creature will makea great addition to any active dog’s toy box. Yourdog can safely chew and squeak the day away withhis own Sea Creature. Who knows, it might even dis-tract him from the tempting shoes he usually likes tochew on! 

● $14.50
● 207-221-2929; www.mygooddog.com  

PETZ DOGZ PACK
It’s important to be a

responsible dog owner, and
most kids have heard their
moms say, “Don’t forget to feed
the dog!” about a thousand
times. With the Petz Dogz Pack
for Nintendo DS, kids learn to take
care of a virtual dog while having
fun playing with him. The game

allows kids to adopt their favorite breed of dog, raise him from
puppyhood to adulthood, and play with the dog and his virtual
friends. Best of all, kids learn to be good dog owners and
Mom’s reminders will be a thing of the past!

● $29.99
● 415-547-4000; http://petz.us.ubi.com 

Fun stuff for you,
and fun stuff for
your dog!

Cool, 

toys!
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Foot odor with a hint of

athlete’s foot. Delicious!
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et’s face it: Dogs have some gross
habits. They sniff each other’s
behinds, they lick themselves,

they pick up dead animals, they chew
dirty socks and they drink from the toi-
let. My Golden Retriever, Lily, is one of the

worst offenders — but I love her even though I have to bathe her more than 
I would like, and most of my socks have as many holes as a slice of Swiss

cheese. Still, I wanted to hear from dog experts about these yucky
behaviors: Why dogs do them, are they normal, and how do you put a

stop to some of the more disgusting ones? Little did I know that some
of these gross habits, once explained,  would actually make sense.

THE “EWWW!” FACTOR
The first thing Elizabeth Thomas, a certified dog trainer from

Middleburg, Virginia, told me was to change my way of thinking.
“What we find disgusting is not disgusting to dogs,” Thomas says.
“Though dogs may show similar emotional responses, like happi-
ness, anger and joy, they are not humans.”

Dr. Patricia Ungar of Kensington Veterinary Hospital in San
Diego, California, agrees. “Dogs may be domesticated now, but they

once were wild,” she says. “Much of what humans consider to be
gross, in a dog’s view, is necessary.” 
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Why do
dogs 

do icky 
things?

By Joanne Lukens
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Sniffing each others’ behinds is one example. Dogs
have extremely sensitive noses — up to a million times
more sensitive than humans’. A whiff or two can tell them
where the other dog has been, whether he is sick and what
his temperament is like. After a few sniffs, a dog can obtain
as much, if not more, information than a human can after a
lengthy conversation. 

Another typical canine dirty habit is licking. Like cats,
dogs lick themselves clean, though they are not as thor-
ough. “Contrary to what many think, dogs don’t like to be
dirty,” Ungar says. 

If that’s the case, then why do our furry friends roll
around in animal poop and worse?

One idea is that it disguises the dog’s natural scent. If a
dog smells like deer poop, animals nearby won’t feel
threatened. Another theory is that a dog will perfume him-
self using a dead raccoon, for instance, so he can take
the information back to his pack members to let them
know what he found, which might be that night’s dinner. 

“Dogs, by nature, are scavengers, not hunters,”
Ungar says. “If given the opportunity, they will revert
back to old scavenging behavior.” This explains why
some dogs raid the trash, eat cat poop and even bugs.
“Many behaviors of the canine species were adapted
for survival. Some dogs still exhibit those wilder tenden-
cies, while others are more domesticated,” she says.
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Sniffing rear ends is the dog equivalent of shaking

hands and saying hello. A dog can find out a lot

about another dog just from a few whiffs.

Sometimes, getting messy,

stinky and soggy is just 

a part of being a dog!

Nice
 to

 m
ee

t

yo
u, 

too
!
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WHEN 
DISGUSTING = 
DANGEROUS

Eating poop is one
thing. Eating nonfood
items, though, is quite
another matter. 

“Take your dog to
the veterinarian as soon
as possible if he is filling
up on rocks, paper, wood or
other nonfood items,” Ungar
warns. “These can get lodged in
his throat or cause an obstruction 
in his bowels.” 

Since a dog can’t eat what he can’t get to, walk-
ing your dog on a leash is one way to avoid this
behavior. But for off-leash exercises, or if your pooch
decides to turn your dirty socks into chew toys, train-
ing techniques can come in handy. 

“All four of my Rhodesian Ridgebacks are trained to
respond to the ‘off’ cue,” Thomas says. “It means:
‘Whatever you are about to touch, don’t.’” 

The worst thing you can do is to yell at or chase
your dog. “When you get upset, your dog gets
excited,” Thomas says. “By yelling at him to stop
what he is doing or trying to take something from him,
all you end up doing is giving value to whatever it is.” 

Thomas says to stay calm. If it won’t hurt your dog, let it
go. Of course, if your dog gets ahold of your mom’s glasses,
that’s different. Still, by getting upset, you make him want to

run away, play keep away, or
become even more deter-
mined to keep it.

TOILET TROUBLE
The simplest explana-

tion for why dogs drink out
of the toilet is that they just

don’t get the concept. 
And why would they? To

them, the toilet is just another
water source — a bigger water

bowl, a cleaner puddle.
While it may not appear as yucky

as some other behaviors, lapping
up toilet water actually can be dan-
gerous for your dog. 

Ungar once had four sick patients
from the same household. It turns out

that all four dogs drank from the same
toilet bowl, which had chemical cleanser

in the tank. So, keep the toilet lid down,
and put out a water bowl with fresh
water for your dog to drink from.

Now that the experts have
weighed in, I get it. Yucky be-
haviors are, well, still yucky,

but at least they make more sense. Under-
standing why your dog does certain things

makes them easier to accept and prevent.
Remember that even though dogs

and humans have a special bond,
we are not the same species. It’s
important to respect the nature of
your dog. 

Still, you might want to keep a
bottle of doggie shampoo handy,
like I do. Just because I have a bet-
ter understanding of why my dog,
Lily, rolls in stinky things, it doesn’t
mean I have to tolerate the smell.
After all, it’s still yucky! 

Joanne Lukens writes for children’s
magazines when she is not bathing
her dog, Lily, or mending her
chewed socks. She lives in Alexan-
dria, Virginia.
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Fantasies of Feces
Rolling in poop is one thing, but dogs who eat it could have a serious condition

called coprophagia. This can cause them to develop parasites and other diseases. If
your dog regularly eats her own poop, or that of another dog or animal, you should
take her to be checked out by a veterinarian. Often, dogs who eat poop have
nutritional needs that are not being met and may require a change of diet or
a dose of doggie vitamins or medication.

For others, poop may be a treat that has become a habit, like eating
too much candy. In that case, dog training can help break the cycle.
Either way, eating poop is unhealthy for your dog and it can make you
sick, too.Many parasites can be transferred from canines to humans.

Though you love your dog, try not to kiss her on the mouth, and
always wash your hands before you eat. If you pet your dog and then
pick up a sandwich or cookie, you could end up with parasites, too.

Not only is it gross, 

but eating trash (above)

and drinking toilet water

can make your dog sick!
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H
ave you ever snuggled your pooch in a
loving embrace, only to find yourself
sickened by an awful odor? You reluc-
tantly take another whiff and try to

determine the source, but instead, a wave of nausea
overwhelms your senses. Meanwhile, your dog sits
panting or happily wagging his tail, oblivious to your disgust.
If you have found yourself in this situation, you are not alone;
many dog owners experience this smelly problem. 

According to two leading veterinarians, Dr. Carol
Osborne of Chagrin Falls, Ohio, and Dr. Kristen L. Nelson of
Scottsdale, Arizona, the root of the stench could be a natural
part of your dog’s body. Here are some common reasons
why your dog might reek.

MUTT NEEDS A MINT
Bad breath is the result of gingivitis, a type of gum disease caused by

poor dental hygiene. Swollen gums and tartar buildup cause bad
breath, and if left untreated, cause tooth and gum infections, receding

Experts explain

possible reasons

for your dog’s 

bad odor. 
By 

Donna W.
Martin

28x32Smelly.qxp  4/8/09  2:30 PM  Page 28



D4K • JUNE/JULY 2009 29

Putrid pups who play in funky

stuff need regular baths to

keep away that yucky smell.
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gums, tooth loss and more serious health problems, such as
heart and kidney conditions. 

If your dog has gingivitis, a veterinarian will need to clean
his teeth and treat any infections. To avoid bad breath, Dr.
Osborne suggests brushing your dog’s teeth regularly. Oral
sprays, chews or regular veterinary dental appointments
are alternative cleaning methods for dogs who dis-
like having their teeth brushed. If your dog is
receiving proper dental care and his
breath continues to smell, it could be a
sign of diabetes or kidney disease. 

FUNKY EARS
Those things on each side of

your dog’s head (his ears!) could be
letting off an obnoxious odor.

■ear glands: Ear glands produce
earwax, which sometimes gives off a
mild odor. Keep your dog’s ears clean by
mixing a solution of 1⁄2 cup water and 1⁄2 cup
vinegar. Use cotton balls or a towel with this solu-
tion and wipe his ears to take away the odor. 

■ ear infections: If your dog has an ear infection, his
ears will smell musty, and he will require an immediate

treatment of antibiotics from your veterinarian. Ear infec-
tions are painful and they itch, causing dogs to shake their
heads and rub their ears on the floor. Keeping the ears
clean and dry will prevent ear infections from recurring.

ROTTEN ROLL
Dogs have a built-in instinct to roll around in rotten

materials, such as road kill, stinky mud and the
feces of other animals, especially rabbits.

Dogs do this to protect themselves from
the sun, fleas, mosquitoes and other
bugs in the summer. Dogs also have a
natural instinct to hunt, and use
rolling to hide their scent from poten-
tial prey.

LIFE’S A GAS
Gas (also known as flatulence or fart-

ing) typically occurs because of indigestion.
If your dog eats something that does not agree

with him, or eats food that is too rich for his stomach,
he will have gas (think again before giving him food from the
dinner table). Cereal-based foods are particularly common
for causing gas. 
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Though it looks gross to

humans, dogs love rolling 

in mud. It’s like a mud bath!
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Sometimes, changing your dog’s diet will do the trick;
however, Dr. Osborne notes that if farting continues to be a
problem, it may be that your dog suffers from stomach or
intestinal problems and will have to visit the veterinarian. 

Dr. Nelson adds that if your dog gulps his food, he’s also
gulping air, causing bacteria to grow in the intestines, which
produces gas. She suggests putting your dog’s food in a
large bowl with several large rocks that are too big for him to
swallow. This will cause your dog to eat slower and will pre-
vent gulping, because he will have to eat around the rocks. 

DINGY DOGGIE
Dogs who are not groomed properly — especially long-

haired breeds like the Shih Tzu and dogs who like to be out-
doors — will have body odor just from being dirty. For exam-
ple, dogs with long hair and thick coats may have problems
with poop sticking to their rear ends. If the hair is not
cleaned and clipped away, infections can occur. 

Longhaired dogs who get wet are especially prone to
becoming dirty and getting an infection, because the skin
stays moist under the hair, breeding bacteria and germs. 
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It’s not your dog’s fault if he

stinks; it just means he needs

a little extra care from you!
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SWEATY PET
Dogs have sweat glands on their nose and paws.

Sweaty paws smell like cheese puffs, popcorn or chips.
Regular baths will keep your dog clean and free of odor.
For longhaired breeds, Dr. Nelson suggests keeping the
hair on the footpads clipped short to reduce odor.

Dogs also secrete odors, called pheromones, from
their sweat glands. Pheromones are chemical signals
that dogs use to communicate with each other.
Pheromones have a mild odor, and regular baths will
help keep them under control. Dr. Osborne suggests
rubbing a dryer sheet over your dog between baths to
get rid of the stink, making sure to avoid sensitive areas,
such as your dog’s eyes and behind.

ICKY EPIDERMIS
Odor-causing problems with the skin (epidermis) arise

from allergies, overactive glands — which make the skin
oily — and infections. All of these conditions require veteri-
nary treatment. Dr. Nelson prescribes antibacterial sham-
poos for mild bacterial infections and uses antibiotics,
creams and whole-body treatments for more severe infec-
tions. Routine grooming and care will help prevent skin
problems, especially in breeds that have folds in their skin,
such as Pugs and Bulldogs.

STINKY FROM BEHIND
The anal sacs are scent glands that are found on each

side of a dog’s anus. They produce a thin yellow or grayish
liquid with a foul, musty odor that is used to mark a dog’s ter-
ritory. When the glands are functioning properly, the anal
sacs empty during a bowel movement. However, if the
glands are not working properly, the anal sacs do not empty

and become impacted and enlarged. In severe cases, the
sacs become ulcerated or abscessed and require surgery
and possible removal. 

It is common to see butt scooting in dogs with anal sac
problems. This is a painful and very smelly condition.
Although owners may learn to empty their dogs’ anal sacs,
Dr. Osborne suggests leaving it to a veterinarian to prevent
injuring the dog. 

There are many reasons why your dog may stink. 
Dr. Osborne and Dr. Nelson agree that proper
hygiene and care are the best prevention of dog

odors. They believe it is important to examine your dog on
a regular basis so you can identify his natural odors and
easily detect unnatural scents when they occur. By
detecting problems early and getting your dog proper
treatment, you improve his quality of life and lessen his
chance of developing more serious, life-threatening
health conditions. 

Donna W. Martin is a freelance writer living in North Car-
olina with her husband, children and Boots, a

Welsh Corgi/feist mix. She became an
avid dog lover at an early age while

helping her father raise and sell
Doberman Pinschers.
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If your dog reeks from the rear, 

it could be a glandular problem.

28x32Smelly.qxp  4/8/09  2:31 PM  Page 32



D4K • JUNE/JULY 2009

Home: Norway
General: I am an ancient, digni-

fied breed — my ancestors
were guard dogs and hunters
for the Vikings many, many
centuries ago. I really wish I
could have taken a ride on
those Viking boats during a
thunderstorm. What a fun
adventure that would have been!

Body type: I have a solid, sturdy build. 
Activity level: high
Who I’d like to meet: Leif Ericson, the truest Viking of all;

the soldiers at Buckingham Palace in England (my
guarding skills outshine theirs any day!)

Favorite thing to wear: A Viking helmet, of course!

Favorite song: “Ride of the Valkyries” by
Richard Wagner. Though this classi-
cal piece is not about Vikings, I blast
this song on my iPod every time my
owner takes me to agility practice.

What you didn’t know about me: Even
though I am a courageous hunter,
there are times when I enjoy staying
in and playing with my kid owners.

Latest blog entry
As soon as my owner unlocked the gate this morning, I
bolted into the field and ran to my favorite spot — a
huge rock where I get a nice view of the land and can
spot elk a mile away. Unfortunately, I now live in Penn-
sylvania and have yet to spot an elk.

Current mood: brave

Home: United Kingdom
General: I’m one of the smallest working terriers out there.

Some say I resemble a fox because my eyes are black
and beady. I’m known for being a fierce rat trapper;
sneaky vermin can’t get past me! 

Body type: I’m short and stout, but I’m no teapot. I have
pointy ears and a rough coat that is weatherproof. I’m
almost invincible!

Activity level: high. I’m always out and about, looking after
my owner and making sure he doesn’t get into trouble.

Who I’d like to meet: the Orkin man (I must uncover his
secret to getting rid of those pesky rodents), soccer star
David Beckham, Scooby-Doo (I’d like to teach that dog
how to be brave, like me)

Favorite movies: Ratatouille (that doesn’t mean I’m a fan of
rats, though!), Bolt (I really, really, really, really, really
want my owner to buy a T-shirt for me with a huge light-
ning bolt on it. I hope he gets the hint. )

What you didn’t know about me: I may be small, but that
doesn’t stop me from excelling in sports. My little legs
were made for powerful speed. 

Latest blog entry
After rally practice, I came home and snuggled with my
owner on the couch. After we rest up, we’re going on a
jog around the park. Today has been perfect. The only
bad news is that I still can’t find my favorite chew toy.
Hmm. I think I smell a rat.

Current mood: energetic

Norwegian Elkhound

Norwich Terrier
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Vikings rule!

Hark!
Who goes there?
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Home: England
General: I am very fluffy, scruffy and

always ready to play. I was origi-
nally bred to “drive” sheep, cattle
and other animals to market (but
not in a car! By “drive,” I mean
“move,” of course).

Body type: large and muscular. Think
The Rock (aka Dwayne Johnson),
but with way more hair.

Activity level: high
Who I’d like to meet: Hello Kitty. She

looks like she’d be nice! 
Nicknames: Bobtail, Bob, Billy-Bob, 

Bob-Bob-Bo-Bob-Bananafama-
Fo-Fob-Me-My-Mo-Mob-Bob

What you didn’t know about me:
My best friend is a reindeer
named Rudy. We met when I
was assigned to herd him. 

Latest blog entry
Rudy is having a hard time fit-
ting in at his school, because
some other mean reindeer
just keep laughing at him and
calling him names. They never
let poor Rudy join in any of
their games. I told Rudy he
should switch to my school,
and we could play together all
the time!

Current mood: friendly

Home: France
General: I was bred to hunt small ani-

mals in the rugged terrain of Vendéen,
France, and I — being the fearless,
bold hunter that I am — never disap-
point. I’m also known for my stylish
good looks because of the way my
mustache, beard and eyebrows are
so elegantly tousled.

Body type: I am short and compact, but
not fragile — I am sturdy, tough and
strong as an ox! (Thank goodness I
don’t smell like one.) 

Activity level: high. I’m alert, always on the lookout and
ready for anything. 

Who I’d like to meet: Alexander Dumas, author of The
Three Musketeers. I’d ask him to write a book about
me, the courageous hunter! My mustache would be my

trademark. Oui! Oui! (That’s “Yes! Yes!”
in French.)

Favorite movies: Star Wars (I like to pre-
tend my pointy tail is a light saber),
Wall-E (there should be more Wall-Es in
the world!) 

What you didn’t know about me: I am
adventurous, independent and I like to
meet new people. I greet everybody
with a friendly, “Bonjour!” (That means
“Hello!” in French.)

Latest blog entry
I spent all day exercising. I worked out

all four legs, so now they’re stronger than ever. Let’s
see which animal tries to outrun me! Now, back to
exercising. One … two … three … Oops! In French!
Un …deux … trois … 

Current mood: alert

Old English Sheepdog

Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen
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Hey, who turned 

out the lights?

C’est la vie!
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Flag
Day 

LEON Day 

Happy birthday,
Superman! 

Rock ‘n’ 
Roll Day 

Happy birthday, 

Daniel Radcliffe! 
The Harry Potter star turns 20 today. 

First day
of summer 

Donald Duck
born, 1934 

Hot Dog Month

Independence 
Day 

Disneyland
opened, 1955

(“NOEL” spelled backward.
We’re halfway to Christmas!) 
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HHoommee::  I originated in North Carolina, which makes me a
Southerner at heart.

GGeenneerraall::  I am intelligent and always on the lookout for
whatever my owner wants me to hunt ‘cause I aim to
please. I have a powerful sense of smell, so when I
hunt, boy, do you see a whole ‘nother side of me! I’m
aggressive and fast as lightning, which is the only way
to be if you want to catch wild boar and bears. Stick
with me, an’ you’ll always have somethin’ to eat.

BBooddyy  ttyyppee::  I’m pretty tall, and I have a lot of muscles,
too; muscles that would put Arnold Schwarzenegger
to shame.

AAccttiivviittyy  lleevveell::  high
WWhhoo  II’’dd  lliikkee  ttoo  mmeeeett:: Arnold Schwarzenegger and Hulk

Hogan (we could have a bona fide bodybuilding con-
test, yessiree!)

FFaavvoorriittee  ssoonngg:: “Bad to the Bone” — I enjoy good ol’
fashioned blues an’ rock ‘n’ roll

WWhhaatt  yyoouu  ddiiddnn’’tt  kknnooww  aabboouutt  mmee:: My name comes from
the Plott family who brought my ancestors from Ger-
many to North Carolina and mixed them with bear-
hunting dogs. 

LLaatteesstt  bblloogg  eennttrryy
I was out on a hunt today, sniffing some trees, when
… sniff sniff …  wait … I smell something. Gotta go!
Baaaad to the bone…

CCuurrrreenntt  mmoooodd:: alert

HHoommee:: Spain
GGeenneerraall:: I am quite an aristocratic

dog. Not to brag, but if you go to
an art museum and see an old
painting with a dog in it, he’s
probably one of my great-great-
great-great grandparents. Point-
ers show up in a lot of artwork
because we’re so ridiculously
good-looking (not to be vain or
anything; it’s the truth).

BBooddyy  ttyyppee:: medium-sized, lean and
slender. Overall, I’m a real work
of art.

AAccttiivviittyy  lleevveell:: high
FFaavvoorriittee  ppaassttiimmeess:: organizing my owner’s handkerchiefs,

pointing at things, rearranging paintings of myself on
the wall, pretending to play chess

FFaavvoorriittee  TTVV  sshhooww:: I don’t have a
silly television. In my spare
time, I like bird-watching and
listening to opera music. 

FFaavvoorriittee  ppiizzzzaa  ttooppppiinngg:: Ten
words — Why eat pizza
when you can eat caviar and
biscuits?

FFaavvoorriittee  jjookkee:: Knock knock?
Who’s there? Pointer. Pointer
who? Orange you glad I didn’t
say banana?! [Pointer really
doesn’t know how to tell a
joke – Ed.] 

LLaatteesstt  bblloogg  eennttrryy
I sat at the park today and

watched pigeons for three hours. Then, I went home
and moved my ball toys to where the rope toys are, and
the rope toys to where the balls used to be. It’s been a
good day.

CCuurrrreenntt  mmoooodd:: contemplative

Plott Hound

Pointer
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Tee hee! This grass tickles!

The point of this 
picture is, well, me!

W W W. D O G C H A N N E L . C O M36

36Alpha4.qxp  4/8/09  2:58 PM  Page 36



D4K • JUNE/JULY 2009

Home: the Pomeranian province in Ger-
many and Poland

General: Just call me the Jenny Craig of
dogs. I should start my own weight-
loss clinic! My ancestors were
sheepherders and weighed more
than 30 pounds, but over time, they
got smaller and Poms now weigh only about 4 or 
5 pounds. Our most famous fan was Queen Victoria of
England. She liked Poms because we’re very smart,
lively and curious. 

Body type: small with a thick double coat. My owner calls
me “Pom” for short, which makes sense because I
look like a cheerleader’s pom-pom. 

Activity level: moderate
Favorite food: low-fat bratwurst, low-sodium sauerkraut 

Favorite movies: Gimme a P!
Gimme an O! Gimme an M!
Gimme an … Oh, forget it.
Can you tell my favorite
movie is Bring It On?

What you didn’t know about
me: I may be tiny, but I’m a

darn good watchdog! All that cheering has given me
strong vocal cords and an awesome bark! 

Latest blog entry
I spent the afternoon translating American cheers into
German. Tomorrow, I’m going to practice cheering. It’ll
come in handy next time the neighbor’s Volpino Ital-
iano dog comes over. His owner says we look alike,
but I’m much cuter! 

Current mood: spirited

Home: Germany
General: The three of us are

very intelligent and have a
keen sense of fashion. We
come in a trio (Standard,
Miniature, Toy), but we all have different personalities
and like different things. For instance, Standard likes
wearing Gucci pants, Miniature likes Gucci dresses
and Toy likes Gucci shorts. See, we’re as different as
can be!

Body type: Standard’s the tall one; she’s over 15 inches tall
at the shoulders. Miniature is between 10 and 15
inches, and Toy is under 10 inches. Toy is usually the
one wearing high heels to make herself feel taller! Oh,
and we all have a dense, curly coat that can be clipped
in different ways: in a show coat for fancy days or in a
pet clip for normal days.

Activity level: very high. We
need lots of energy; we
just had an all-day shop-
ping spree. It was fun but
our dogs are barking!

Who we’d like to meet:
Calvin Klein, Donatella
Versace, Tommy Hilfiger.

Oh, and Georgette the Poodle from Disney’s Oliver and
Company. (We’d like to meet a cartoon Poodle!)

What you didn’t know about us: Our name comes from the
German word “pudel,” which means “puddle” in Eng-
lish! We like it when it rains; it gives us a chance to
wear our new Burberry rain boots!

Latest blog entry
When we were at the mall today, Standard couldn’t
decide between the blue Doggles or the green Doggles,
so instead, she bought a red rhinestone collar. It
matches her toenails! 

Current mood: fashionable

Pomeranian

Poodles

37

I’m so cute!

M
A
R

K
 R

AYCR
O

FT
JER

R
Y SH

U
LM

A
N

Standard Miniature Toy
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lash back a few months to
Feb. 9, 2009. It’s a cold Mon-
day afternoon in New York
City, but you’d never know it
at the 133rd Annual West-

minster Kennel Club dog show. It’s time
for the Junior Showmanship competi-
tion, which judges how well entrants
(girls and boys between the ages of 
9 and 17) handle their dogs in the show

ring. This year, 122
of the top junior
handlers in the
country are hop-
ing to win the
coveted title of
“Best Junior.”

Rob, a 14-
year-old from
New Castle,
Indiana, is one
of these top
h a n d l e r s .
Standing in
a navy blue

blazer, tie and khaki dress slacks, Rob
appears calm as he waits for his
exhibitor’s number with his dog, a Brit-
tany spaniel named Baxter. He has
been assigned the number “5.”

Unfortunately, since no one is
assigned numbers one through four
at Westminster, if you’re given num-
ber five, “You’re the first one in line,”
Rob explains. 

When competing in Junior Show-
manship, it’s always better not to be
first in line. The first person in the ring
doesn’t know what the judge expects
from each handler — in particular,
what pattern the judge will ask the
handler to “gait” or trot his or her dog
around the ring. 

“The pattern could be straight out
and back,” Rob says. “It could be a tri-
angle or it could be an L-shape.”
Sometimes, a Westminster judge has
even thrown junior competitors for a
loop — literally — by asking them to
move their dogs in a small circle.

GETTING THERE 
Of course, Rob didn’t come to West-

minster to be psyched out by a simple
number. In fact, he is pretty much pre-
pared for anything. Rob has been han-
dling dogs since he was 6 years old. 

“My mom signed me up for a 4-H
class,” he says. His first partner was
with Missy, the family’s Shih Tzu. And,
although Rob disliked obedience train-
ing (he still attained a Companion Dog
title with Missy!), he found he really
liked conformation events, including
junior handling.

At 10 years old, he started compet-
ing in junior handling events at Ameri-
can Kennel Club dog shows with his
own dog, Baxter. In order to compete at
Westminster, junior handlers must win
10 “open” (advanced) classes against
other juniors their age. In 2007, Rob won
nine classes, and was one win short of
being invited to Westminster. 

After being so close to qualifying,
Rob’s 2008 goal was to earn his entry

Rob waits for the judge’s directions 
with other Brittany handlers in the show ring.
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Junior handler Grace Walker (14) catches
Rob backstage at the Westminster Kennel
Club dog show, and asks him a few ques-
tions about his experiences.

I usually use liver for Baxter, 
which I buy from a friend of
mine at the show. 

No, I don’t care too much for the city. I like to be in a
small town. And also, just getting across the street
with Baxter was a problem. Baxter was trained to
hunt birds, and he was really interested in the
pigeons (which are all over New York City)!

I actually liked it better being first, instead of in the 
middle or at the end, so I could control the speed when 
the juniors went all the way around.

How did you like being the first person in the lineup for Junior Showmanship?

How do your friends react when they find out you handle dogs?

What kind of bait [a treat used 

to get the dog’s attention] do you use?

Do you like New York City and how you can take 

your dog practically anywhere?

Do you work for a professional handler?

to Westminster early in the season. “I
got my tenth win in June 2008,” he
says. But then life threw him a curve
ball: In August, his father was seriously
burned in a fire, requiring months of
costly hospital care. Though Rob had
qualified for the big dog show, the fam-
ily could no longer afford to send him
and his dog to Westminster.

Then help came from an unusual
source: dog owners. Rob’s mom,
Lora, says that when Rob’s dad was
in the hospital recovering, “some of
our local dog club members offered
to help us out by getting the kids

I tell my close friends and they’re cool with it. 
Others I don’t tell, because they wouldn’t understand.

Yes, I have been assisting for 
around six months to a year now.
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school supplies, since school was
starting in a few weeks,” she says. 

The local dog club told the Brittany-
L List (an online forum for people who
own Brittanys) that they were collect-
ing money for Rob’s family. “They got
such a large response that they were
able to do much more,” Lora says. “I
still cry every time I think about all that
they did. Some didn’t even know us!”

The money that poured in from dog
owners, friends and family paid for
Rob’s entry fees for the show, airplane
tickets, a hotel room in New York City
and a car ride for Baxter from Indiana to
the hotel in New York City (so the dog
didn’t have to ride in the cargo hold of
an airplane). Everything was set: Rob
and Baxter were going to Westminster!

IT’S SHOW TIME
Flash back to Feb. 9. Exhibitors’ num-

bers are being called for Westminster’s
Junior Showmanship class, and Rob is
first. After posing for a photo with the
class, the judge divides the juniors into
four sections, so he can work more
easily with the handlers in the ring. Rob
is, of course, in the first section. 

The competitors are asked to gait
their dogs once around the large ring.

Hundreds of spectators roar enthusi-
astically as the juniors run by. (“I’m
used to maybe two or three people
cheering,” Rob says of the experi-
ence.)  Rob is then asked to “stack”
(pose) his dog for the judge. The judge
checks Baxter’s teeth, and feels his
shoulders and back. Stepping back,
the judge then asks Rob to gait his dog
in a triangular pattern.

To the casual observer, Rob and
Baxter perform flawlessly (and the
crowd loves them); however, Rob has
a more critical take on his first perfor-
mance at Westminster: “I moved out
a little fast and Baxter broke gait [gal-
loped instead of trotted],” Rob ex-
plains. “Then, he got a little in front of
me at the first turn.” With Baxter in
front, Rob couldn’t turn smoothly to
his left at the first corner of the trian-
gle. “I had to step back and turn him,”
says Rob, which broke the smooth-
ness of the pattern.

After all the juniors from Rob’s
group gait individually, the judge walks
up and down the line, examining how
the handlers are posing their dogs.
The judge then asks the juniors to
move their dogs one more time
around the ring — this time together. 

While the people in the large crowd
enthusiastically cheer for their fav-
orites, the judge makes his selection —
one, two, three, four handlers … but
sadly, Rob is not one of the finalists. At
least, not this time.

“I was a little nervous,” Rob admits,
“and I made some mistakes.” Despite
having only spent a short amount of time
in the ring, Rob says it was worth it, and,
given the opportunity, he hopes to do it
all again. In fact, he’s going to start in just
a few days. “I’m going home on
Wednesday, and then I’ll be at a show
on Saturday,” he reports. 

He needs to start working on his 10
wins in order to qualify for the 2010
Westminster Dog Show, after all!

Joan Hustace Walker is the author
of Everything German Shepherds
(Adams Media).
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Um, you’re facing 

the wrong way!

That’s nice.Now a little lower.
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To uncover this silly dog riddle, you’ll have to solve the puzzle below. 
First, solve each clue and write the letters on the blank spaces. Then, move each letter to the same-
numbered square in the puzzle. A black square means the end of the word. The filled-in puzzle will
spell out a riddle that will stump all of your friends! Answer appears on page 63.

This dog has a powerful nose (clue: Basset)

___     ___     ___     ___     ___
29 13         9         15 25

Opposite of “freeze” (clue: rhymes with “treat”)

___     ___     ___     ___
7 39        21        40

Precious stones

___     ___     ___     ___
27 16        35         6

This bear munches on eucalyptus

___     ___     ___     ___     ___
22 8          34        10 36

A delicious “French” food

___     ___     ___
31 4          12

A “hello” sign (clue: you also can find one in the ocean)

___     ___     ___     ___
1 24        17        33

A noble title (clue: rhymes with “fluke”)

___     ___     ___     ___
11        14         38         3

Not there, but _____

___     ___     ___     ___
2 30        19         5

A pen-pal’s correspondence

___     ___     ___     ___     ___     ___
32        23         28       20         18        37

After N, before P 

___
26

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40
?

!
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For the members of the United
Kennel Club’s Total Junior 

Program, it’s all about good 
sportsmanship and having fun.

AA D
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Love dogs? 
Enjoy competing? 
Want to make new friends?  

Then check out the United Kennel Club’s Total Junior Program!
The UKC is the largest all-breed performance-dog registry in the world. The

club started in 1898 and today, it registers dogs from all 50 states and 25 foreign
countries. Several years ago, the UKC started a junior program to encourage kids
between the ages of 2 and 18 to become more involved in the world of dogs. 

FROM HEADS TO TAILS 
The Junior Program consists of conformation and performance events. Con-

formation, or showmanship, is a competitive event in which a judge evaluates
each dog in terms of how he matches a perfect example of his breed. Judges
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By 
MeredithWargo
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Josh (opposite page) and Autumn

(above right) love going to dog
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consider the dog’s appearance, temperament and move-
ment. Junior handlers are evaluated on their ability to pre-
sent their dogs for conformation judging, their general dog
knowledge and their knowledge about the specific breed of
dog they’re showing.  

Performance events include obedience, agility and
weight pull activities. Juniors may compete with different
dogs in conformation and performance events. 

A handler earns points by placing in an event. Each
year, points are totaled and the junior handlers are
ranked. Only the top-ranked kids from all over the country
compete in the finals at Premier, which is held each June
in Kalamazoo, Michigan.

TOTAL JUNIOR, TOTAL FUN
Josh, 15, of Camano Island, Washington, had never

thought about showing dogs. It wasn’t until he got an Ameri-
can Eskimo Dog and the breeder suggested that the family
show the purebred that he became interested. “I was
hooked from the very first showing!” Josh says. “All I can
tell other kids is to just try it once.” 

Josh started in the Junior Program when he was 11 years
old. His family owns four American Eskimo Dogs and one
American Pit Bull Terrier. All five dogs compete in events. 

“In addition to conformation, I compete in the weight
pull category with Repo, my pit bull,” Josh says. At weight
pull events, dogs are placed in harnesses and must pull
weighted carts a certain distance. The cart operates either
on wheels or on a rail system. Dogs of all sizes can com-
pete in this event. Points are given based on how much
weight a dog can pull and by the proportion of his body
weight to the amount of weight he actually pulled. 

To help Repo train for this competition, Josh attaches a
dumbbell weight to his harness, which the dog drags on the
ground. “It’s like getting a dog to work out,” Josh explains.
“Dragging a weight on the ground is a lot harder than
pulling a weight on wheels. It helps condition him for the
actual event.”  

When Josh first started showing dogs, he attended local
events in his area. Now, he travels to other states for
regional competitions. “Being in the Junior Program is not
just about winning,” Josh says. “It’s more about learning an
experience and getting better at it.” 
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The UKC’s Junior

Program gives

kids the chance to

practice their skills

in conformation

(pictured here 

and below) and 

agility (right).
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Getting Started To learn more about the United Kennel Club’s Total Junior Program, visit the
UKC’s website (with your parents’ permission, of course!): www.ukcdogs.com

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT
Fifteen-year-old Jill of Battle Creek, Michigan, started

showing dogs nine years ago. Her family owns and shows
several Samoyeds. “The Junior Program is a great place for
kids to learn more about a particular breed of dog,” Jill says. 

Jill practices with her dogs several times a week, both at
home and through her 4-H club. “My family shows all of our
dogs in conformation, but just a few of them in the perfor-
mance events,” she says. “Crystal is my main show dog and
I’m training her for obedience and agility events.”

Jill explains that when training dogs for conformation, it’s
best to start when they are young. “When you train dogs for
performance, though, they should be a few years old so they
don’t damage any bones that are still growing,” she says. 

Several things can affect a competition. “We all have our
good days and bad days,” Jill adds. “I can be off or my dog
can be off on any particular day. It’s important to remember
that the Junior Program is about showing up and having fun.” 

COONHOUNDS ARE COOL!
For 13-year-old Autumn of Bedford, Pennsylvania, the

Coonhound Youth Program has become a sibling tradition.
Autumn has been showing Coonhounds for five years. She
learned about this sport from her older sister, who saw the
movie Where the Red Fern Grows and wanted to show
Coonhounds. In turn, Autumn shared her love of the program
with her younger sister, who also now shows. “My 10-year-
old sister gives me a lot of competition!” Autumn says. 

The Coonhound Youth Program is separate from the
Junior Program. There are no performance events in this
program. “At showmanship, they call your name and you
take your dog around the ring,” Autumn says. “There’s a
bench that you put your Coonhound on and set him up a
certain way so he can be judged against breed standards.”

The Coonhound Youth Program also encourages kids to
participate in the UKC Coonhound hunting events. Hunting
with hounds is a tradition that is still very popular in the
United States. These events provide Coonhound owners the
chance to show off their dogs’ natural abilities. Hunting
events are designed to resemble actual hunts, but the taking
of game is strictly prohibited. 

Autumn’s family owns six Coonhounds. She works with
her dogs several times a week to get them ready for compe-
tition. During the summer, she takes them swimming to build
up their muscles. In the winter, she runs them 21⁄2 miles up the
mountain on which her family lives. Her dogs also practice
sitting on a bench for the actual showmanship judging.

All of Autumn’s hard work paid off when she won
Youth Nationals in 2008 with her dog, Angel. For
Autumn, the best part of being in the club is getting

to meet so many people. “No matter what the outcome,
everybody knows you’re out there trying,” she says.

Meredith Wargo is an award-winning freelance writer in
Houston, Texas.
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One of the many benefits

of the Junior Program is

learning more about dogs.
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I love the 
process of

expressing the
true personality
of a dog through 

photographs.
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Writer Camille Garcia
(left) visited 
photographer 
Pam Marks 
(right) for 
this article. 
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rrrr! Wheeee! Ahaaa! Ooooh!” 
If you were walking past Paw-

Prince Studios in Woodland Hills, California, and heard those noises coming from
inside, you might think something was wrong. But how else would you get a zippy
Miniature Schnauzer named Maddie to pose prettily for the camera? Wacky
noises are one answer. Bribing Maddie with doggie treats is another.

SAY “FLEAS!”
It only takes one treat. Maddie stands almost perfectly still with her head

cocked to one side, her tail wagging eagerly as she waits for the cookie that pro-
fessional pet photographer Pam Marks holds in her hand. 

It’s the moment Marks has been waiting for. Her camera shutter clicks,
the studio lights flash and an image of Maddie standing against a bright
blue backdrop appears on Marks’ camera screen.
“Aw, that’s cute!” Marks exclaims. One good photo goes a long way in the pet

photography business. After all, it’s not easy getting a dog to stand still.
Marks, the owner of PawPrince Studios, has been in the business for 15 years.

She used to be a nurse, but the opportunity to photograph pets turned out to be too
irresistible to pass up.
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Pet photographers
teach dogs how 
to say “cheese.”

By Camille Garcia
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“I’ve been a dog lover since the age of 10,” Marks says.
Her love for dogs, combined with her knack for photogra-
phy, paved the way for a challenging new career. 

The then-untrained photographer taught herself every-
thing she needed to know about photography and how to
turn it into a successful business. Today, Marks has hun-
dreds of clients, and her photographs have appeared in
magazines, books, posters, calendars and greeting cards. 

Although she is a dog lover, Marks welcomes animals of
all sorts into her studio, which makes her job all the more
interesting. “It’s like having an extended pet family,” she
says, adding that her favorite part of the job is “all the
kisses on the nose.”

Jean Fogle, a pet photographer from Fort Valley, Virginia,
couldn’t agree more.

“What isn’t there to like about a job where you get to be
outdoors, meet plenty of great dogs, and best of all, get those
sloppy puppy kisses?” she asks.

Fogle started out as a garden photographer, but her love
for dogs took her in another direction 12 years ago when
she began photographing her Jack Russell Terrier, Molly.

“Soon, my photo files began to fill up with puppies
instead of peonies,” she says. 

TRICKS OF THE TRADE
Fogle says that one of the most important things for a

pet photographer to have is a good sense of humor. Dur-
ing a photo shoot a few winters ago,

she crouched down to take photos of
five Rottweilers running in the snow.
“Afterwards, my husband said I might
want to throw my jacket in the wash,”
she recalls. “Apparently, one of the
Rotties came behind me and peed on
my back. I guess he thought I was a
fire hydrant!”

Potty accidents and playful pounces
are just part of the job. A good pet pho-
tographer can deal with these random
occurrences (and worse!), and be just
as playful.

“It helps if you can make weird
noises, don’t mind getting down on
your hands and knees, carry plenty of
treats and have tons of patience,” says

Professional Advice
If you’re itching to get your paws on a camera and snap photos of adorable pets,

take some advice from these Dogs for Kids contributing photographers.
◆ Get Some Class. “Major in photography in college and take some business

classes,” advises photographer Jean Fogle.“Learn about marketing and business so you
actually can make a living.”

◆ Practice, Practice, Practice. “Never quit,” says photographer Mark Raycroft. “Work
at becoming better. Feed off your success, and put your disappointments behind you.”

◆ Learn from Others. “Photography is both technical and creative,” says photogra-
pher Laurie Meehan-Elmer.“Study other photographers and artists to see what’s possi-
ble, and learn how they do what they do.”

◆ Keep Your Eyes Peeled. A dog’s persona is all in the eyes, which is one feature
photographers pay special attention to, according to Pam Marks.“The eyes are the psy-
che of the dog,” she says.“I’m always looking for a dog with life in his eyes.”

W W W. D O G C H A N N E L . C O M50

Pam Marks (pictured left) took this Boston Terrier’s photo, and we turned
it into the cover for our August/September 2008 issue!
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Fogle, adding that love and friendliness are definitely must-
have traits for any pet photographer.

“Dogs can feel positive energy and will respond to it,”
says Mark Raycroft, an animal photographer in Ontario,
Canada. Like Marks, he also has a load of funny noises to
get a dog’s attention.

The trick is getting just the right noise for a dog. Or, in
Maddie’s case, a tempting snack is the trick to getting her
to simmer down and look at the camera.

But some pet photographers, like Laurie Meehan-Elmer
from Seminole, Florida, don’t mind having a little bit of con-
trolled chaos on-set.

“With pets, you can’t have a clear plan,” says Meehan-
Elmer, who also has two assistants who are animal behav-
iorists to help her during the shoots. “You have to adapt to
them, not the other way around. The key to a successful
pet shoot is to never force anything. I like dogs to be dogs.”

She does, however, pay close attention to a dog’s
behavior to make sure he is relaxed and having fun.

STRIKE A POSE
Marks begins Maddie’s photo shoot

by letting the Miniature Schnauzer get
used to the studio. Maddie’s owner stays
nearby to keep her calm. Once Maddie
settles down, Marks snaps dozens of

photos, changing the background and trying out props,
including a watering can, which Maddie doesn’t like at first.
It takes some coaxing — and a few more treats — to get
Maddie to stand near it long enough to take a photo. 

On a typical day, Maddie’s hour-long photo shoot is only
one of several Marks will do. Some photo sessions might be
outdoors, which is a perk Raycroft takes full advantage of.

“I have one of the best jobs in the world,” he says. “I
book my own schedule and work outdoors with cool ani-
mals and people who enjoy the experience.” 

Raycroft has been photographing animals for 20 years.
He began his career as a freelance wildlife photographer by
capturing images of bears, caribou, deer, elk, moose and
some wild canines (aka wolves). His photos have appeared
in a multitude of publications.

One day, Raycroft decided to photograph his German
Shepherd Dog, Ranger. “My dog was one of the most pho-
togenic German Shepherds I’ve ever seen,” Raycroft says.
Ranger started appearing in calendars, and soon, Raycroft
was receiving requests to photograph other dogs. Now, he

travels across North America, camera in
hand, to photograph all sorts of animals. 

“I enjoy working and communicating
with animals,” Raycroft says. “It’s always
a fun challenge to interpret their personal-
ities, so that each animal’s individuality
shines in photographs.”

For these four pet photographers, inspi-
ration comes from being able to capture a
dog’s character in a photo.
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Mark Raycroft (pictured below right with his German 
Shepherd Dog, Ranger), has taken photos that have
ended up on our covers and in our posters (below left). 
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“I love the process of expressing the true personality of
a dog through photographs,” Meehan-Elmer says.

THAT’S A WRAP!
An hour later, after lots of treats and flashing lights, Mad-

die calls it quits (but not before Marks can squeeze in one
more picture of Maddie on her owner’s lap). 

Once Marks’ clients leave, the camera is put away and
her next task is choosing the best images of the bunch,
which she will then edit, touch up and give to the clients. 

All four photographers agree that after a long day of
photographing and playing with dogs, sitting at the com-
puter is not the best part of the job, but they do have a
business to run.

“For every hour spent in the studio, there are about eight
hours of work in the office,” Meehan-Elmer says. 

In the long run, knowing their photos will make pet own-
ers happy is the biggest reward of the job.

“The excitement of viewing images, interacting with
dogs, sharing the photos with clients and seeing the
clients’ reactions keeps me inspired,” Meehan-Elmer says.

If you want to photograph dogs, you’re in for a treat. “They’re
simply fun to be around,” Meehan-Elmer  says. “I never get
tired of them. They keep me going even if everything else is

going wrong. It’s hard not to have a good time.”

Camille Garcia is an editorial intern for Dogs for Kids.
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Jean Fogle and her
Jack Russell Terrier
Molly are Dogs for
Kids royalty. Jean
wrote and took pics
of Molly for her long-
running “Tricks for
Treats” column!

Photographer Laurie Meehan-Elmer (pictured right) and her husband, Dr. David Elmer,
write the “What’s Up, Doc?” column in each issue of D4K. Laurie has scored several covers
of our sister publications, too, including many of the Popular Dogs Series titles (above left). 
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In the February/March 2009 issue
of Dogs for Kids, we asked our
readers to write stories about

their adventures with their dogs.
The response was more than we
could imagine! We loved reading
the more than 100 responses we
got. Some were funny, some were
dramatic, and all were clever and a
joy to read.

We narrowed it down to our top
11, and then the real work began.
How could we choose one great
story over another? They were all
super! We tried rock-paper-scis-
sors to no avail. Inka-dink didn’t
work, either. Eeny, meeny, miney,
moe? Nope, still no winner.

Would it be The Chihuahua Spy
or Kung Fu Dog? Maybe Sahara’s
Rescue? Or An Adventurous Day
with My Dog, Mandy? What about
Police Dog Jolly? Decisions, deci-
sions. We still couldn’t decide!

Finally, we did a secret ballot
and the unanimous winner was …

Copper’s Changing World by
Naomi H. from Denver, Colorado.
Congratulations, Naomi! Her story,

along with an awesome drawing of
Naomi and her dog by D4K’s illustra-
tion director, Thomas Kimball, appears
on the next page. We hope you enjoy
her story as much as we did! Naomi
will receive $50 and other assorted
prizes for her winning contribution.

Oh, yeah. The 10 honorable men-
tions? Those stories are posted on
our website, www.dogsforkids.com.
Each of the honorable mentions will
receive a copy of the recently re-
leased DVD Space Buddies, courtesy
of Disney, and the box-office smash
Hotel for Dogs (released on DVD April
28), courtesy of Paramount Home
Entertainment.

The Write
Stuff

Here are the winners of our “Authors
Wanted” creative writing contest. 

The Chihuahua Spy
by Kelly H. from New Haven, Missouri

Getting a Dog
by Ashley F. from Toronto, Canada

Jasper the Black Dog
by Jessica R. from Perry, Michigan

The Missing Rudder
by Caroline S. from Melbourne, Florida

Kung Fu Dog
by Micaela T. from Joplin, Missouri

An Unexpected Visitor
by Alexandra C. from Simcoe, Canada

Hey There, Delilah!
by Alesi F. from Union Mills, 

North Carolina

Sahara’s Rescue
by Brooke W. from Waverly, Iowa

An Adventurous Day 
with My Dog, Mandy
by Emily K. from Omaha, Nebraska

Police Dog Jolly
by Savannah D. from Newton, 

North Carolina

Congratulations to all the winners, and thanks to everyone who participated. To see pictures of some of the tal-
ented people who participated in the contest (plus their dogs!), turn to the poster page in the middle of the magazine.
They certainly are a great group of up-and-coming authors. We look forward to seeing their bylines in the future!

Honorable
Mentions!

This novel is a cat-astrophe!

53x55StoryWinner.qxp  4/8/09  3:58 PM  Page 53



W W W. D O G C H A N N E L . C O M54

Copper’s 
“COPPER.” 

Copper heard the voice of his master call him. He
jumped up from where he lay and ran to his owner,
Naomi. Since she had gotten her new job, Naomi had
become more tired-looking every day. Her eyes were
partially closed and the smile on her lips was plas-
tered on.

“Hello, boy,” she said, rubbing his head and
scratching his ears. He followed her around the
house as she went to her bedroom and flopped on
the bed. 

“Roof,” Copper barked as he watched Naomi
slowly falling asleep.

“Maybe we can take a walk later,” she said in an
exhausted voice. Copper started whining, but in a

few minutes Naomi had drifted off to sleep. This
scene continued to happen every day, and Copper
soon got used to it. 

COPPER TAKES CHARGE
One day, Naomi came home looking more tired

and more exhausted than ever before. And the smile
that was usually plastered on her lips wasn’t even

Changing WorldBy 
Naomi

H.
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there. When she walked in the door, she did-
n’t call for Copper. And when he came to
greet her, she walked right past him. As he
followed her to her bedroom, Naomi
slammed the door. Copper realized it was
time for a change. He knew just the thing. 

Naomi opened her bedroom door. Copper
lay at the doorway. When she came out, he
looked up at her with hopeful eyes. He
barked, then started running. Naomi saun-
tered into the kitchen where she found him.
He barked again and led her to her library. 

“What is it now, Copper?” Naomi asked in
an annoyed sort of voice. He pushed open a
door in the wall and bounded through. 

“Copper,” Naomi called. Now Naomi
was worried. The only thing to do was go
in after him. Naomi drew a big breath and
stepped through the door.

COPPER TURNS GOLD
When she came out on the other

side, she was in another world. There
were beautiful green trees with pink
flowers in full bloom all over them.
There were purple lilies and green
grass all along the path. Naomi
looked behind her — the door had dis-
appeared. She looked around and saw
a beautiful gold dog sitting right beside
her. It took her awhile to realize that
this dog was  her very own Copper.

Copper looked at Naomi for 
a moment. She didn’t look like
the Naomi from the other
world. Her eyes were
sparkling and her bright, pink
lips were pulled up in a beautiful
smile. This is what Copper had wanted. 
This was the change he had waited for.  

Naomi took a 
big breath and
stepped through
the door. 
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UKC/ARBA registered. Intelligent, versatile 
champion lines. Multiple obedience, agility, and
herding titles. CGC and therapy certification. Top
show and ideal pet puppies to approved homes.
Featured on National Geographic TV/Discovery
channel and BBC worldwide.

Jane Gunnell and Wm. Benton; (803) 215-6166 
or (803) 215-6164; www.carolinadogs.com

Rick and Jackie Lancaster; (662) 781-7818; 
lancasterdogs@msn.com

©

Banbury Cross Farm 

Carolina
Dogs

©
©

AKC-CKC
Registered.

We Ship
Anywhere.

www.4paws-n-more.com

(321) 723-0350

VAN - M  C O L L I E S

Ch. Van-M Balloon Pilot, who has normal eyes and rated
OFA excellent, is just one of our outstanding Collies.

Stud service and puppies in normal-eyed whites, sables,
tricolors and blue merles.

Liberal guarantees. Visitors welcome by appointment.

Laura VanEmbden and Susan Timmreck
1007 Cedar St.

Millville, NJ 08332
(856) 825-4856; vanmcollie@aol.com

�������

©

(859) 319-9901
www.windcrestcottagekyusa.com

Top quality.
Health tested.

Champion 
European 
bloodlines.

Well-socialized 
puppies for 

special homes.

Health 
guarantee.

Dedicated USA CTC Code of ethic breeder.

WindCrestCottage
c o t o n s

©
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©

• World class Cotons raised in the South. 
• Puppies available. 
• All health testing on parents. 
• Champion sires and dams. 
• Health guarantee.

Atlanta, Georgia USA
(770) 241-0489
www.townandcountrycotons.com

© ©

Breeder of over 50 champions
with 15 years experience.
Parents are always health 
tested & health guarantee. 
Stud service also available.

(417) 762-2252
chitawee@hughes.net
www.chitaweefrenchies.com

(417) 762-2252
chitawee@hughes.net
www.chitaweefrenchies.com
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©

“LOVING
PROTECTION”

Temperament, 
Beauty, Intelligence

All together combined 
in our dogs

Satisfaction guaranteed • Shipment anywhere
The best of both Worlds • US and European titles

30 years experience putting the right puppy in the right home

Jerland Kennels
Lawrence F. Jerome

1483 14-1/2 Street, Barron, WI 54812
Ph: (715) 537-5413 • Fax: (715) 537-5556

Website: www.jerland.com
©

BARKUS FARM AND 
TAMARAC KENNELS

Finest German imports for home protection, companion, pet 
or police (patrol and/or detection). We customize selection
and training for for your individual life style, personality,
family, business and special needs. We have represented the
United States in International Competitions, including three
World Cups and the Pan American Schutzhund Champion-
ship, and have won National Championships in Schutzhund
Competition. We are proud to have TWO Universal Siegers
that won in GERMANY in 1999, and the U. S. in 2000, 2001
and 2006. (The Universal Sieger is best of both working
ability and conformation in one dog!) We have pups, young
adults, top titled and completely trained dogs available. We
don't just talk about training and Schutzhund; we have lived
it and love d it for the past 36 years of importing, training,
and competing. For information or just conversation call 

MIRIAM BARKUS, (954) 476-1144.

©

©

©

Penny Seaman, Virginia • (540) 784-0328 
penny@highbridgemastiffs.com
www.highbridgemastiffs.com 

Champion Bloodlines.
Bred for soundness &
temperament.  Puppies
are raised with lots of
hands-on care and special
attention.  Pups available
occasionally.
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©

"Home of the Gentle Giants" 
Puppies available to select homes. Specializing

in Harlequin, Brindle, Black, Fawn, Blue,
Mantle, & Merle. 
2-Year Guarantee.

Andalusia, Alabama
(334) 493-7526; (334) 488-1366

greatdanes@alaweb.com 
www.countryboysgreatdanes.com 
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©www.AmericanMi-KiRegistryAssociation.com

Majestic Mi-Kis
Tamara Beebe

Peoria, Arizona
(623) 412-8187

bb7701@msn.com
www.whatsami-ki.com

Majestic Mi-Kis
Tiffany Wilkerson-Hood

Decatur, Illinois
(217) 422-4488

majesticmi-kis@sbcglobal.net
www.majesticmi-kis.com

Little Mi-Kis
Kerry Little

Olympia, Washington
(360) 915-7279

kglittle1@yahoo.com
www.littlemi-kis.com

Oh Mi-Ki You’re So Fine
Denise Schirr

Goshen, Indiana
(574) 534-4415

sofinemikis@yahoo.com
www.sofinemikis.com

Mi-Ki Orlando
Geri Ann Wojeck

Winter Park, Florida
(407) 620-0103

Gerisplace@aol.com
www.mi-kiorlando.com

PatNRick’s Mi-Kis
Pat Neuman
Pennsylvania

(717) 855-0980
PatnRicksMikis@prodigy.net

www.patnricksmi-kis.com

Tesoro Mio Mi-Ki
Mary Schmitt

Parker, Colorado
(303) 840-6525

mary@tesoromi-ki.com
www.tesoromi-ki.com

Wendelz Wee Ones Mi-Kis
Robin Wendell

Mobile, Alabama
(251) 649-6254

wendelz@bellsouth.net
www.wendlzweeonesmi-kis.com

Cloud Nine Mi-Kis
Chris Andreas

Swift Current, Saskatchewan,
Canada

(306) 778-2588
cloudninemikis@hotmail.com

www.cloudninemikis.com

Carolina Qtees
Shirlee Allen

Galivants Ferry, SC
(843) 358-3012

CarolinaQTees@msn.com
www.carolinaqtees.com

Precious Mi-Kis
Connie Walker

New Carlisle, IN
(574) 654-8136

connie4275@aol.com
www.mypreciousmikis.com

Mile Hi Mi-Kis
Julie Bosacker

Castle Rock, CO
(303) 663-1515

julie.bosacker@comcast.net
www.milehimikis.com

Cute-N-Cuddly Mi-Kis
Kristi Curto

Pekin, Illinois
(309) 348-3148
curto@grics.net

www.cutencuddlymikis.com         

Crown Jewels Mi-Kis
John & Judy Chapman

St. Marys, Ontario Canada
(519) 229-6954

jchapman@quadro.net
www.mikisofcrownjewels.ca         

Dixie Darlin’ Mi-Kis
Thylia Henderson

Jackson, Mississippi
(601) 956-1583

Thylia@bellsouth.net
www.dixiedarlinmi-kis.com

Seaside Mi-Kis  
Robin Sward

Delray Beach, Fl
(561) 637-2797

yotsofus@aol.com
www.seasidemi-kis.com

Micky’s Mini Mi-Kis
Micky Ceriez

Benitachell-Alicante Spain
+34 966 197 249

micky.woodl.cott@ctv.es
www.mickys-mini-mikis.com

Se-Mor Mi-Kis
Suzanne Moore

Middleburg, Florida
(904) 291-3946

semor@bellsouth.net
www.semormi-kis.com

For more information on the rare breed Mi-Ki, or to adopt a Mi-Ki
Puppy into your family, please contact one of the listed breeders!

©

©

#1 Mi-Ki 2005 & 2006.
Champion bloodlines.
AMRA Reg. Happy, healthy
home raised puppies.
DNA verified. Smooth &
long coats. All breeding
dogs CERF & OFA.
Health guaranteed.
FREE shipping.

www.majesticmi-kis.com • www.whatsami-ki.com

Arizona:
Tamara Beebe

(623) 412-8187
bb7701@msn.com

Illinois:
Tiffany Wilkerson-Hood

(217) 422-4488
majesticmi-kis@sbcglobal.net
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©

We offer LOVE with a Guarantee
Our beautiful Poms are all AKC and have pedigrees.

All have been wormed and shots are up to date. 
All babies are hand raised, pre-spoiled 

and healthy.

We ship in the 
US & Canada

Contact us at:
ajspartipoms@prodigy.net

www.aintwepoms.us
(918) 396-4688

ASH’S-MYSTICAL POODLES
(702) 263-7988

Las Vegas, Nevada

• AKC Registered • Champion Bloodlines

• Genetic Testing • Health Guarantee

• Various Colors • Shipping Available

* STANDARDS * MINIATURES * TOYS

• Check out our website www.mysticalpoodles.com

©

©

We have Bichon Frise, Shih Tzu and
Havanese, all raised in the house.

I like for our puppies to have "stay-at-home
moms" or part-time workers so they are not left
alone too long.  A local vet said our Bichons are
the prettiest he has ever seen.  Two litters of Shih
Tzus expected in May.

Puppies are in our 
kitchen/livingroom area
so they are well socialized.

They have their dew claws removed, up-to-date
on their vaccinations and well socialized by the
time they are ready to go their new homes. 

(512) 353-1240
www.hillcountrypups.com 
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ALASKAN MALAMUTE
GENTLE GIANT ALASKAN MALAMUTES — Best
Malamutes anywhere! Nationwide shipping. OFA certi-
fied. References available. All colors. (931) 432-0955;
www.hudsonshuskies.com

AMERICAN BULLDOG
AMERICAN BULLDOGS — Short, stocky, puppies and
adults. Training available. 5-year health guarantee.
(217) 417-7044; www.freewebs.com/dogmanjohnson

BEAGLE
BEAGLE BABIES — Two males, ready now! Adorable,
smart, hand-raised, handsome, healthy hounds. 10
months 13” pedigreed puppies. Veterinarian shots,
paper/crate trained. Will ship. Responsible owners
only! (704) 546-7989; beagle_baroness@yahoo.com

BICHON FRISE
CREATING QUALITY SWEET PUPPIES FOR LOVING
HOMES — Non-shedding, hypoallergenic. Raised in our
living/kitchen area with lots of attention. Will ship in
the United States. Prefer to sell to stay-at-home moms.
Local vet said our puppies are the prettiest Bichons he
has ever seen. (512) 353-1240; www.hillcountrypups.
com

LITTER TRAINED BICHONS BY SUMMER KNIGHTS —
Beautiful, well-socialized, family-raised puppies.
Champion bloodlines, health guarantee and more.
Shipping and references available. (250) 962-6265;
www.classykennels.com

BORDER COLLIE
LOCK-EYE BORDER COLLIES — Our puppies are well-
socialized and clicker trained! They know come, sit,
down, wave hello and are leash and crate trained by 
9 weeks old. (918) 723-3052; www.lockeyebc.com

BORZOI
COBURN HAS ELEGANT — Youngsters with sparkling
personalities. Champion lines, great temperaments,
written guarantee. Pat Shaw, (636) 677-1490; http://
borzoicoburn1.homestead.com/Coburnborzoi.html

O’BOBTOR HOUNDS — AKC puppies and young adults.
Health and temperament guaranteed. Champion blood-
lines. Show/coursing/obedience/agility. (760) 215-
1994; http://www.obobtor.com

WASHANI TIBETAN MASTIFFS — Breeder of quality AKC
Tibetan Mastiffs. Home-raised, guardian breed. Heath
certifications on parents. www.washanitm.com

CANE CORSO
JACKSON’S PRIDE — Raising quality Corsos since
2000. Nevada. Gloria. (775) 425-3009; mny4g1@
aol.com; www.canecorsoconnection.com

CAROLINA DOG
BANBURY CROSS CAROLINA DOGS — UKC/ARBA/
CGC/multiple best in shows. Certified therapy. Puppies
to approved homes. Jane Gunnell. Aiken, South
Carolina. (803) 215-6164; www.carolinadogs.com (See
display advertisement in Gallery of Breeds.)

CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL
HURRICANE CAVALIER — Experienced breeder produc-
ing healthy, beautiful and socially wonderful Cavaliers.
Top bloodlines. Family-raised, guarantee and refer-
ences. (602) 906-0962; www.hurricanedogs.com

CHINOOK
MOUNTAIN LAUREL CHINOOKS — “All American” 
purebreds. Kids’ best friend. Smart, loyal, nonaggres-
sive. Phil and Laurel Morrissette. Connecticut. (860)
646-2484; mtlaurelchinooks@sbcglobal.net; www.
mountainlaurelchinooks.net

CHIHUAHUA
4PAWS-N-MORE CHIHUAHUAS — AKC-CKC registered
Teacups & Toys. We ship Anywhere. (321) 723-0350;
www.4paws-n-more.com (See display advertisement in
Gallery of Breeds.)

COLLIE
COLLIES -- Select from excellent quality, normal-eyed,
champion-sired puppies and older Collies. MDR1
tested. Southern New Jersey. Visitors welcome by
appointment. (856) 825-4856; vanmcollie@aol.com
(See display advertisement in Gallery of Breeds.)

COTON DE TULEAR
TOWN AND COUNTRY COTONS — Adrianne Dering.
Cumming, GA. (770) 241-0489; deringsntheatlburbs@
yahoo.com; www.townandcountrycotons.com (See dis-
play advertisement in Gallery of Breeds.)

WINDCRESTCOTTAGE COTONS — Top quality. Health
tested. Champion European bloodlines. Dedicated USA
CTC code of ethic breeder. Beautiful, well-socialized
puppies for special homes. Health guarantee. (859)
319-9901; www.windcrestcottagekyusa.com (See dis-
play advertisement in Gallery of Breeds.)

COTTON BLOSSOMS — Fluffy, lovable, happy, perfect
companions. Home-raised, health guarantee, social-
ized. Connie Shook. Ohio. (440) 967-4898; www.
cottonblossomcotons.com

MON CHERIE COTONS — Companion and show-quality
puppies available now. Award-winning breed lines from
Denmark, Paris, Canada and United States. (303) 618-
9097; www.moncherie-cotons.com

DACHSHUND

FILA BRASILEIRO
FILAS LIONS DEN — Fila Brasileiro. The ultimate in
family protection. Visit our website to view new litters.
Contact: Luis, (818) 232-2505; filaslionsden@hotmail.
com; http://filaslionsden.com

FRENCH BULLDOG
VALENTINE’S KENNEL— Established 1974 — AKC
inspected/approved. Champion-sired cuddly puppies.
Champion stud service. Health guarantee. (570) 922-
4888; leighann0784@yahoo.com

FANTASTIC FRENCHIES — Top-quality French Bulldogs. All
colors. Red and fawn pied available. European bloodline.
Shipping available. (801) 376-5785; donandkaren@
earthlink.net; www.fantasticfrenchies.gotpetsonline.com/
website

CHITAWEE FRENCHIES — Breeder of over 50 champi-
ons with 15 years experience. Parents are always
health tested & health guaranteed. Stud service also
available. (417) 762-2252; chitawee@hughes.net;
www.chitaweefrenchies.com (See display advertisement
in Gallery of Breeds.)

GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG
JERLAND KENNELS — Breeding for temperament,
beauty and intelligence. Over 30 years experience.
Satisfaction guaranteed. Lawrence F. Jerome. (715)
537-5413; www.jerland.com (See display advertise-
ment in Gallery of Breeds.)

TAMARAC KENNELS AND DETECTION DOGS INC. —
Finest German imports for home protection, compan-
ion, pet or police (patrol and/or detection). For informa-

tion or just conversation, call Miriam Barkus, (954)
476-1144. (See display advertisement in Gallery of
Breeds.)

VOM BAERENTAL SHEPHERDS — Top German VA/V
bloodlines. Great temperament/structure. Excellent
prospects for dog sports and family companion.
Importing available. (505) 350-3128; www.baerental.com

FICHTENSCHLAG — Top German show kennel is exclu-
sively represented by Stein Quelle, bringing dogs of dis-
tinction to American homes for over 33 years. Lic.
PD00104. (585) 567-2643; www.steinquelle.org

GREAT DANE
COUNTRY BOYS GREAT DANES — Andalusia, AL. (334)
493-7526; (334) 488-1366; bodyexchange@alaweb.
com; www.countryboysgreatdanes.com (See display
advertisement in Gallery of Breeds.)

COUNTRY BOYS GREAT DANES — Quality great Dane.
Puppies available. Andalusia, Alabama. (334) 493-
7526; (334) 488-1366; bodyexchange@alaweb.com;
www.countryboysgreatdanes.com

GREATER SWISS MOUNTAIN DOG
LIBERTY RUN KENNEL — AKC puppies/adults bred for
trainability, temperament and health. Show or outstand-
ing family companions. Oklahoma City. (405) 250-
4424; www.libertyrunkennel.com

HAVANESE
MAJESDY HAVANESE — Beautiful silky puppies for
show/pet. AKC and HSD registered. Parents are fully
health tested. (304) 736-0869; (304) 208-5837. (See
display advertisement in Gallery of Breeds.)

ITALIAN GREYHOUND
BREEDER OF MULTI-GROUP PLACING ITALIAN GREY-
HOUNDS FOR 22 YEARS — Excellent temperaments
and pedigrees for show or pets. Will ship. Visa/MC.
Deb Dierking. (402) 248-6493; www.dierkings.com

KEESHOND
WHO LOVES YOU? — A Kees does. The best friend you
can buy. Ruttkay Keeshond registered. L. Mac Evans.
Reading, Pennsylvania. (610) 678-8328; ruttkay@aol.
com

KERRY BLUE TERRIER
KERRY BLUE TERRIER FOUNDATION — An independent
source of information on all things Kerry. Breeders,
puppies, rescues and health. www.kerryblues.info

LABRADOR RETRIEVER
CHIRICAHUA RETRIEVERS — Breeding Labs for 10
years. AKC, OFA. Country-raised. Puppies throughout
the year. Arizona. (520) 384-2134; (520) 678-2531;
www.chiricahuaretrievers.com

MASTIFF
HIGH BRIDGE MASTIFFS — Champion Bloodlines. Bred
for soundness & temperament. Puppies are raised with
lots of hands on care and special attention. Pups avail-
able occasionally. Penny Seaman; VA; (540) 784-0328;
penny@highbridgemastiffs.com; www.highbridgemastiffs.
com (See display advertisement in Gallery of Breeds.)

MYSTERY MOUNTAIN MASTIFFS — Home of Champion
Lord Henry of MMRB “Hank.” Hank has sired some 
of the largest Champions in the country. Pups due in
fall. Health guaranteed. Will ship. (760) 749-1836;
hendersonsc@aol.com

MI-KI

©

The perfect companion! Good-
natured, affectionate, and adapt-
able. Family-raised puppies
available.

UT; (801) 641-9467
www.mountainmikis.com

The perfect companion! Good-
natured, affectionate, and adapt-
able. Family-raised puppies
available.

UT; (801) 641-9467
www.mountainmikis.com

CLA S S I F I E D S
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AMERICAN MI-KI REGISTRY ASSOCIATION —
www.americanmi-kiregistryassociation.com (See display
advertisement in Gallery of Breeds.)

LITELLTOI MI-KI — Our Mi-Kis are very calm, adorable and
loving companions. They come in many colors, don’t shed
and are easy to train. They love to play and are very
smart. National and International Champions. Linda and
Todd Elliott. Maryland. Day: (301) 924-1016, Evening:
(301) 570-0451; signte@aol.com; www.litelltoimi-ki.com

MAJESTIC MI-KIS — Tamara Beebe, Arizona; (623) 412-
8187; bb7701@msn.com; Tiffany Wilkerson-Hood;
Illinois; (217) 422-4488; majesticmi-kis@sbcglobal.net;
www.majesticmi-kis.com; www.whatsami-ki.com (See dis-
play advertisement in Gallery of Breeds.)

PAT-N-RICK’S MI-KIS — Champion breeding stock,
CERF tested and OFA certified. All dogs home-raised.
Puppies soon. (717) 855-0980; www.patnricksmi-kis.
com (See display advertisement in Gallery of Breeds.)

OH MI-KI! YOU’RE SO FINE — Teeny babies available!
Rare. Calm. Affectionate. Intelligent. Family-raised. Vet-
checked. Registered. Guaranteed. (574) 534-4415;
www.sofinemi-kis.com

MINIATURE PINSCHER
A BUNDLE OF JOY IN A SMALL PACKAGE! — Breeding
for 22 years for excellent temperament and quality. Will
ship. Visa/MC. Deb Dierking. (402) 248-6493; www.
dierkings.com

MINIATURE SCHNAUZER
JULIA’S — Happy, playful, miniature puppies for loving
homes. Standard also available. Julia Chalmers. 5424
400th St. S.E., Iowa City, IA 52240. (319) 351-3562.

PAPILLON
ADULTS AND PUPS HANDRAISED — From Skorr, Kenmar,
Glenmary, etc. Champion lines. Tinies. Tris and sables.
Valerie Skidmore. Phoenix, Arizona. (480) 391-1593;
http://community.webshots.com/user/vals_paps

POMERANIAN
AJ’S PARTI POMS — We breed for disposition, quality,
health. 15 years experience. AKC registered. Anita and
Jim Buckman. (918) 396-4688; www.aintwepoms.us
(See display advertisement in Gallery of Breeds.)

POODLE, MINIATURE
ASH’S MYSTICAL POODLES — Standards, miniatures
and toys. AKC-registered. Champion bloodlines.
Genetic testing. Health guarantee. Various colors.
Shipping available. Las Vegas, Nevada. (702) 263-
7988; www.mysticalpoodles.com (See display adver-
tisement in Gallery of Breeds.)

POODLE, STANDARD

POODLES BY BLOOMINGDALE — Most colors. AKC.
Genetic testing. Home-raised. Calm/socialized. Call for
pups availability. California. (619) 454-3427; www.
poodlesbybloomingdale.com

PORTUGUESE WATER DOG
KAMOLOT KENNELS — CKC-reg’d puppies occasion-
ally, parents onsite. Home-raised, health clearances,
will ship. (905) 355-2237; linda.kennedy@sympatico.
ca; www.kamolotkennels.com

SAINT BERNARD
SAINT BERNARD PUPPIES — Pet and show quality.
Health guarantee, AKC registered. Champion lines.
Meadowrock Kennel, South St., Suffield, CT 06078.
(860) 668-7128.

SHETLAND SHEEPDOG
CINDER GLO SHELTIES — Charming, sable, tri, blue
merle puppies/adults. Excellent temperament, cham-
pion bloodlines. Videos. LUELLA THOMSEN, (918) 696-
3492; www.geocities.com/cinderglosheltiesus

SHIBA INU
CINTARA KENNELS — Shiba Inu of quality and sub-
stance from a breeder with integrity. Show/pet avail-
able. (780) 968-2500; www.shiba.2ya.com

SHIH TZU
AKC SHIH TZUS — All colors including chocolates and
blues. Home-raised. Aretha Hall, 849 Oakbend Road,
Kaiser, MO 65047. (573) 302-0790; Cell (573) 434-
9012; aretha@yhti.net

STANDARD SCHNAUZER
JULIA’S — Happy, playful standard puppies for pets,
show or obedience. Minis also available. Julia
Chalmers. 5424 400th St. S.E., Iowa City, IA 52240.
(319) 351-3562.

YORKSHIRE TERRIER
CANDY’S FAMILY-RAISED AKC YORKIES — Health guar-
anteed. Shots and worms. Non-shedding and non-aller-
genic. (330) 231-3239; go.brownjess@yahoo.com

BEHAVIOR AND TRAINING
DARNFAR RANCH — Professional dog training.
Specializing in rehabilitation of antisocial, fearful and
aggressive dogs. Brownstown, Illinois. (618) 427-
3333; www.darnfar.com

BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS
HAPPY CRITTER PRESS — The Dogs Who Play Football
and Fight Crime. About identity, self respect & sportsman-
ship for children 7-12. Special price: $ 10.00 + shipping
& handling. (904) 733-1794; www.happycritterpress.com

GIFTS AND CATALOGS
FIGURINES, JEWELRY, COLLECTIBLES FOR NEARLY
EVERY BREED — Visit our online store; selection
changes daily. Dog collectibles. (978) 443-8387;
www.dogcollectibles.com

ODOR AND STAIN CONTROL
PET STAINS AND ODORS OUT! — Need to escape the
Planet Urine? Guaranteed result. Free odor detector
offer. Toll free: (888) 286-ODOR (6367); www.
PlanetUrine.com

PEDIGREE SERVICES
CLASSIC PET GROOMING — All-breed grooming facility,
mobile salon, latest technology, by appointment only,
please call (650) 493-0107. Employment opportunities
available. www.classicpetgrooming.com

PET CLOTHING
TINY TOP HATS — For you and your best friend. Big
dogs, small dogs, everybody! Add flowers, veils and
more! (206) 226-4834; www.baddoghats.com

PET MEMORIALS AND SUPPLIES
AMERICA’S No. 1 manufacturer of pet urns and burial
markers. Dog-figurine urns (800 breeds). (888) 450-
7727; www.foreverpets.com

SCHOOLS AND INSTRUCTION
LEARN TO HELP YOUR DOG ESTABLISH BALANCE AND
WELLNESS with PetMassage. Hands-on canine mas-
sage workshops & home study for adults. Support your
dogs at end of their lives with “Transitions:
PetMassage Energy Work for the Aging & Dying Dog”
Children learn K9 massage, body language, safety with
new “Dogs Kids PetMassage” book, DVD. (800) 779-
1001; www.petmassage.com

Breeder of
Standard &
Miniature
Poodles.
Champion
Bloodlines.
All genetic
testing
current.
Member of
the Poodle Club of Canada. Shipping worldwide.

Anne Bell: (519) 848-3663;
www.sanvar.com

SANVAR REG'D

©

©

Adorable, Affordable
Puppies Now!

Variety of Colors

MCOA

Health Guarantee

Shipping Available

Brenda & Casey Morris
(816) 322-4282

www.lovemetendermikis.com

Brenda & Casey Morris
(816) 322-4282

www.lovemetendermikis.com

Adorable, Affordable
Puppies Now!

Variety of Colors

MCOA

Health Guarantee

Shipping Available

1. HOUND

2. HEAT

3. GEMS

4. KOALA

5. FRY

6. WAVE

7. DUKE

8. HERE

9. LETTER

10. O

1. American Eskimo Dog
2. Border Collie
3. Miniature Schnauzer
4. Boston Terrier
5. Cavalier King Charles Spaniel

6. Doberman Pinscher
7. Yorkshire Terrier
8. Labrador Retriever
9. French Bulldog
10. German Shepherd Dog

Riddle Me This

Game 
appears on
page 43.

Game 
appears on

page 13

Canine Word Scramble
ANSWER KEY
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WINNER! Say “queso!”
—Mary Kate from San Antonio, Texas

Our four honorable
mentions each will
receive a copy of
MUTTS Shelter
Stories: Love.
Guaranteed. (Andrews McMeel Pub-
lishing, 2008) by Patrick McDonnell.

FROM THE 
FEB/MAR ISSUE

D
W

IG
H

T D
YK

E/CH
IH

UA
H

UA
S

“Our parents went to Mexico and
all we got were these stupid hats.”

— Sarah from Medina, Ohio

“Does this hat make me look fat?”
— Colleen from Longmont, Colorado

Spots and Peanut lost the costume 
contest to a cat.

— Annie from Irmo, South Carolina

“It’s HALLOween, 
not HULAween!”

— Lauren from Americus, Georgia

W
IN

N
ER

!

Anna and Robert have really hit it off

since they met on BarkHarmony.com
— Madison from Lincoln, California

FROM THE APRIL/MAY I S S U E

Honorable 
Mention

K9 Caption winners, Mary Kate and Madison,
each win two items from the Toy Box on page 23!
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WE HAD 
A HOWLING 
GOOD TIME!

Thank you, D4K readers. We’ll miss you!

6 Years, 33 Issues, 42,000+ Subscribers
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