he's known as the quean of burlesque, a
fashion muse and, most recently. Marihyn
Manson's ex, but when Dita Von Teese
arrives in Australia later this month, her
visit kicks off with a echering duty. The
lyvear-oid Ammerican is the current spokesperson for
" AC Cosmetics' Viva Glam, & charity that rajses
oney through lipstick eales 1o halp those affected
s HIV and AIDS, and their families. Von Teese nas
~an travelling the weild on behalf of the charity
2. while here, shall hand over a $100.000 cheque
 the Bobby Goldsmith Foundation, the Australian
D3 support arganisation. (She's not only a proud
ipporter of MLA C's charity work but a big fan of
s ipstick, Loo. Her favourite shade is Rusaian Red,
hich you'll often see upon those very 12303 flim-
iy lips of hers.)

There's a cartain mystery surrounding Voo
~eze While she hag cultivated a legicn of fans with
ar ragué burlesque routings and Playboy DUriss
he's done several), her style of dresshas an
igmatic quality that has guaranteed her front-

v seals at shows inchuding Mare Jacobs and
lcschino. Last year, she turnsd up on the catwalk
r Maosching in Milan and has appeared in Jean
aul Gaultiar's haute cowture showa She's also the
ternational face for Australian label Wheels &
cllbaby, appearing in its summmer 2006 advertsing
qmpaign. During her upcoming wisit, Von Teese
il be promoting M.AC at Sydney’s Roscmount
ustrallan Fashicn YWeek, whete she'll also perform
ar burlesqua Liploess show,

Sexual intrigue ig key 1o Von Teese's mystary.
van her name is reminlscent of a Buropean siren of
1@ golden years of Holhrwood - a Marlene Dietrich
r Greta Gatzbo, 5o, vohen we speak on the phene,
nd I'm grested by a demure, innocent-sounding
oice, I'm taken by surprise, You'd think the woman
sho captivates audiences on stage with her sexy
srformances - and the scon to be ex-wile of the
ing of ant-establishment, Marilyn Mansan - would
sund breathy. like a panthar, or ballsy, like a street-
im0 gtaga actor. In fact, ehe comes GoToss more a8
1rm gitl Heathar Bonéde Sweet (her real name) from
merica’s midwest, whare she grew up.

Is sha &s demure as she sounds? 71 think if you
sk someone what I'm really like, they'll say I'm
sitly shy, It's not as if [ have an alter ego cn stage,
ut I'm kind of a qulet persen. I've always liked the
ombination of the mystery. of belng somewnat
lermuse, rather then putting it out there all the time;
do that on stage, so |l don't need to do thet in the
pal world, I'm not the ginl at the party with hes
cp off, dancing on the table. | don't even wear
niniskirts. { firmly balieve in o time and a place,

F yoa Knowe what I mean,”

Untl he age of 12, Von Teese lived lnthe
secieded and sheltered” farming wown of
iochegier, Michigan, where she developed a Jove
i Hollywood's Golden Age, encouraged by her
nothar, “My mum was a fan of films and furniture
rom the '30s ang "40s; I liked the films and became
heessed with the stars. The first books [ ever read
wera moviestar blographtes; T loved tham because
hey were go interesting and scandalcus, and |
wared to be like those women when [ grew up”

She describes the history of burlesque as a spin-
W from vaudeville, stage shows that included a

saries of variety asts, which were popular in
Armerica around the tum of the last century,

*Bafore proplc went to movie houses, thoy went

to sea varety shows with dancing girls and all
kinds of different variety entartainment. Burlesque
was more riggue and about sex; the language was
a hit dirtier and the dancing girls ware 8 little racier.
It's where the modern bump-and-grind stnptease,
as wa know it was bom.”

Is it having a revival now? *It's had ravivals,” says

Von Teese, “And now, more than evar, you can find
burlesque in every meicr city. That wasn't always
the cese, though. Inn the early '805, when [ came
onto tho scene, thera ware only o hendful of
performaers in the world®

Von Teese says she was influenced by actors

Beotry Grable, Hedy Lamarr, Gypsy Rose Lee, Rita
Hayworth, Marlene Dietrich and Ava Gardner, and
the cverthetop glemeour of that time, somathing
she says is lost today.

*Stars were very ‘made’ and they knew thelr

rale. They had manne:s and know hosw to conduct

themsalves in public. Thelr wheole iconic beauty

was based on hair, make-up and beautiful clothes;
it wrasn's about trying to look natural, prefty ar like

gvaryone alss It was a tima when the stars were

embraced for being personalities and boing true to
their perscnalities. Marlene Dietrleh played up her
exoticismn, and what made her different was what
madcls her special Thers was only cne Marilyn
Monos, not 10. They learnt how to creata and held
onto their fmage rather than try to conform, which
ig lost in Eaollywood these doys”

Von Teesa now lives in Hollywood, although
she's not part of the night-clubbing crowd. *l beliove
in getting lots of sleep, Basically, I'm nat a party gul
at all" On the contrary, she looks after hersalf by
staying cut of the gun, using lots of sunsereen and

doing pilates and yoga. "I'm & bettar performer if I'm

stronger. she explaing. “It's not a vanity lesue. It's
not about being thin, but confident and strong.”
Right now, she says what's important to her 15
staying busy and, post separation, creating a new
life for hersall, She's working on a fullength revue
that will come to freition at the end of 2008, and is
writing her second beauty bock, teaching pecpla
to craate their own glamour. (Her first book,
Burlesgue and the Art of the Teess/Fotish and the
Art of the Tesse ia published by HarperCollins )
Sha's interested in movies, but cnly i the oles

ralate to what she does - she has no desi
an actor for acting's sake”. First and forer
says, ahe wants to be an entertainer whe
performs burlesque, and she's glad of thy
to use her work Lo help others.

“Originally I was approached o bain
Viva GQlam campaign with my now ex-hu
ha refused, and it kind of weont away for :
much to my dismay, Then they asxed me
interested in doing it on my own, which |
axcited about because ['ve supported thu
Viva Glam campaign ever sinee [t wasla
13 years ago by [US drog queen) RuPaul.

Having friends with HIV, Von Teese s
of pamscnal significance for her to be par
campaign and got the safe-sex messaga
poagple, especially young women who th
immune because they'ra not gay of pron

“I alzn remamber when [ coukin't affo
much to charity, 5o I like that 100 per car
solling price of thess products is actually
to help people,” she adds.

Asg for her martiage ta Manson, Ven T
she had high hopes when ghe want into
inthe commitment of mariage, but you
b so sure that the gther person does. [ ¢

“T'm not the eirl at the party with her
off. dancing on the table. I don't even
miniskirts. I believe in a time and a pl

with every intention of sta
married but, unfortunataely
happen. I'm not put off ma
I'm not hitter, sither. Butm
anxious 1o ger marned age
o ldea what heppans nex
had a crystal ball! But I'm.
woman, oF tha last, to haw
ripped cut fzom undar the
‘I'm juss fortunate that
carear, 50 I'm able to supn
ancd not rely on anyone els
that'a the key. Marriage dogsn't guarant
sacurity, and a lot of people get confuso
One very down-ig-sarth aspect to Vo
that she does her own hair and make-ug
her a rarity in the world of calebrity, ‘8o
she exclatma, *1 like 1o have quiet time o
to do my Rair and make-up before Igoo
I dress myself, too - [ don't use a team ©
That's actually part of the burlesque tre
80, whare does Heather Sweat end a
Teasa begin? “Even though 've created
I'm still a Blondae ginl frem a fazming 1o
Michigan,” she says. "Lookawiss, ['ve tw
inta somebedy [ want to be, but my pen
the same. People who've known me all
ma by my real nams.”
One last rzallty check: she colours he
at homa. “I don't go to beauty aalons. [u
colour from the dreg store,” she says, Lo
*Just call me a ‘do it yourself’ kinda gal,
really, that's what I am.” SM

Dita Von Tease will be appearing in-sta
Myer Sydney City, Aprii 28 at I1pm



